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mAUGURATION  EXERCISES. 


The  formal  inauguration  of  the  Eev.  Eliphalet  Nott 
Potter  D.D.,  S.  T.  D.  as  President  of  Union  College,  took 
place  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Schenectady,  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1872. 

The  Hon.  Ira  Harris  LL.D.,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  College  presided,  and  the  exercises  were 
opened  with  prayer,  offered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Trumbull 
Backus,  D.D. 

The  Hon.  chairman,  as  presiding  officer,  then  said  : 

"  It  is  fifty  years  ago,  this  present  summer,  that  I  entered 
Union  College.  I  found  here  the  two  most  distinguished 
men  connected  with  its  history.  They  received  me  with 
great  kindness  and  became  my  life-long  friends.  To-day 
it  is  my  privilege  and  pleasure,  as  the  organ  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  to  welcome  their  descendant  and  successor  to 
the  Presidential  Chair. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  in  June  last,  the 
Reverend  Eliphalet  Kott  Potter,  D.D.,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  of  Union  College.  His  formal  and  pub- 
lic induction  into  office  was  appointed  to  take  place  at 
this  time.  We  are  now  assembled  for  that  purpose.  The 
opening  Address  upon  the  occasion,  on  behalf  of  the  Trus- 
tees, will  be  delivered  by  his  excellency  Governor  Hoffman. 

Gov.  Hoff'man  spoke  as  follows : 

"  I  am  glad  to  be  here  to-day  at  this  inauguration  of  our 
new  President,  not  only  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
state  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Union  College,  but  as  an 
alumnus  whose  heart  is  full  of  affection  for  his  Alma  Mater, 
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"As  I  stand  here,  how  thick  and  fast  memories  of  early 
days  crowd  upon  me!  Twenty-nine  years  ago  I  entered 
ray  class  and  witnessed  for  the  first  time  the  commence- 
ment exercises.  The  scene  seems  the  same,  and  yet  how 
changed  !  There  were  gathered  here  then  a  goodly  array. 
Eliphalet  Nott,  Alonzo  Potter,  his  chief  of  staff,  Proudfit 
and  Jackson,  Keid  and  Yates,  Foster  and  Pearson,  and 
others  of  the  Faculty,  some  now  dead,  some  yet  living. 
And  there  was  one  other  whom  I  cannot  omit  to  name. 
Perhaps  some  here  remember  him  only  as  a  tutor ;  poor 
"William  Kelly,  a  noble  hearted  fellow,  who,  not  long 
after  went  down  somewhere  amid  the  waves  of  the  broad 
Atlantic,  and  was  never  heard  of  more. 

"  And  my  classmates,  where  are  they  ?  How  few  are  left 
of  all  who  on  that  commencement  day  stood  here.  Those 
were  among  the  palmy  days  of  Union  College,  and  she 
prospered  greatly.  Soon  after  that  came  her  trials.  Alonzo 
Potter  was  called  away  to  another  field  of  usefulness. 
The  physical  powers  of  President  ll^ott yielded  to  advancing 
age,  and  our  Alma  Mater,  which  had  leaned  on  him  so 
trustingly,  and  whose  steps  he  had  guided  so  faithfully, 
faltered  and  staggered.  Then  came  the  war.  Young  men 
sought  the  battle  field  rather  than  college  halls.  Many 
gave  up  this  union  ;  some  to  save,  some  to  destroy,  if  pos- 
sible, another.  Both,  thank  heaven,  are  preserved,  and 
have  before  them  a  bright  and  glorious  future. 

"  The  death  of  President  l^ott  was  a  great  blow  to  our 
Alma  3Iaier,  and  though  not,  we  trust,  irreparable,  she  has 
never  yet  fully  recovered  from  it.  But  she  will,  and  that 
now  rapidly. 

"  It  often  happens  in  the  state,  when  some  commanding 
intellect  is  stricken  down,  that  the  people  who  had  been 
guided  and  led  by  it,  wait  longingly  and  patiently  for  a 
new  leader;  until  at  length,  some  crisis  brings  forth  the 
man. 
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In  the  household,  when  the  head  and  master  is  taken 
away,  children  stand  by  their  sorrowing  mother,  left  alone 
and  hopeless,  without  a  protector  or  a  guide.  Yet,  when 
all  hope  seems  dying  out,  some  younger  son  often  steps 
to  the  front,  and  all  look  up  to  him  in  trust  and  confidence 
as  he  takes  his  father's  place  and  does  his  work.  So  it  is 
in  all  the  spheres  of  life,  and  so  it  is  here  in  old  Union. 
"We  meet  to-day  to  give  public  welcome  to  our  new  Presi- 
dent, this  our  younger  brother,  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter,  who 
unites  in  his  own,  the  names  of  two  distinguished  men 
whose  lives  were  identified  with  the  college.  In  him  we 
trust  and  believe,  are  blended  also  many  of  the  virtues  and 
traits  of  character  which  made  them  illustrious  as  teachers 
of  youth  and  examples  worthy  of  imitation.  While  I  • 
recognise  the  high  character  of  our  colleges  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  yet,  as  governor  of  New  York,  and  as  an 
alumnus  of  old  Union,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  none  of 
them  has  a  more  brilliant  record  in  the  past  then  she  has  ; 
and  that  to-day  she  renews  her  youth  and  vigor.  I  wel- 
come you,  sir,  thus  publicly,  to  the  Presidency  of  Union 
College.  May  your  life  be  spared  to  witness  new  triumphs 
which  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  all  her  sons  and  to  rejoice 
with  them  in  her  perfect  and  complete  restoration  to  the 
greatness  of  other  days." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Gov.  Hoffman's  address,  Judge 
Harris,  addressing  Doctor  Potter,  spoke  as  follows: 

"  And  now  Dr.  Potter,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  this  institution,  I  salute  you  as 
President  of  Union  College  and  commit  to  you  its  care 
and  supervision.  In  performing  this  grateful  service  per- 
mit me  to  add  my  most  cordial  congratulations.  In  your 
person  I  recognize  the  representative  of  two  most  valued 
friends,  the  most  honored  names  Union  has  ever  known. 
I  shall  always  hold  them  in  grateful  remembrance. 
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"  It  only  remains  for  me,  sir,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Trustees  of  Union  College,  to  deliver  to 
you  these  documents.  They  are  the  Charter  and  By-Laws 
of  the  College.  I  present  them  to  you  as  the  symbols  of 
your  office  and  in  the  name  of  the  Trustees  and  by  their 
authority,  and  as  their  representative  I  do  formally  and 
publicly  proclaim  you  to  be  the  President  of  Union  Col- 
lege. 

"  As  such  President,  I  present  you  to  the  Faculty  of  the 
College,  to  its  Alumni,  and  to  all  who  honor  the  occasion 
with  their  presence." 

The  Inaugural  Response  of  Doctor  Potter  was  then 
made  as  follows : 

• 

"Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  In  your  presence,  at  the  hands  of 
the  official  head  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Faculty  and  of  the  Alumni,  I  have  just  re- 
ceived a  sacred  charge  and  trust,  by  formal  inauguration 
into  the  Presidency  of  Union  College. 

You  will  bear  me  witness,  that  in  this  office  I  am  called 
to  occupy  a  position  held  with  distinction,  in  the  past,  by  a 
succession  of  illustrious  men.  So  too,  in  addressing  you 
on  the  present  occasion,  I  am  placed  in  trying  conjunction 
with  distinguished  graduates  and  friends  of  the  college. 

It  is  fitting,  then,  that  I  should  speak  with  the  brevity 
suggested  both  by  these  circumstances  and  by  the  pro- 
tracted length  of  this  commencement.  Brevity  is  yet  the 
more  incumbent  upon  me,  since  in  my  annual  report  to  the 
trustees  of  the  college,  (to  which  I  would  ask  close  and 
thoughtful  attention),  I  have  made  those  statements  and 
suggestions,  which  I  deemed  of  immediate  and  vital  im- 
portance to  the  well  being  of  the  institution.  For  a  short 
time  only,  then,  will  I  ask  you  to  dwell  with  me  upon  the 
memories  and  hopes,  which  are  naturally  associated  with 
the  occasion. 
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That  was  a  memorable  night,  when  in  the  winter  of  1795, 
the  bell  of  the  old  Schenectady  Academy  rang  out  its  loud- 
est peal,  and  the  building  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  And 
well  might  the  people  of  this,  at  that  time,  secluded  village 
rejoice  ;  for  news  had  just  reached  them  that  a  charter  had 
been  obtained  which  changed  their  Academy  into  a  College, 
and  located  the  institution  at  Schenectady.  Other  towns 
had  contended  for  this  distinction ;  but  the  efforts  and  liber- 
ality of  the  inhabitants  of  this  frontier  village^  together  with 
enlightened  aid  from  certain  influential  men  not  resident 
here,  secured  the  location  of  Union  College  at  Schenec- 
tady. 

As  its  inception  an  d  first  endowment  were  in  great  measure 
due  to  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  citizens  of  this  place, 
we  would  to  day  place  it  on  record,  that  in  our  outlook  to- 
wards the  future  we  turn  first  to  Schenectady ;  anticipating 
its  increasing  prosperity,  desiring  to  promote  its  best  in- 
terests, and  looking  to  its  citizens  for  the  sympathy,  liber- 
ality and  cooperation,  which  the  institution  has  sometimes 
sadly  lacked,  and  without  which,  would  be  wanting  a  most 
important  element  of  its  prosperity  and  progress. 

.Fifty  years  had  passed  away  and  the  College  had  grown 
up  from  a  feeble  infancy  to  be  a  power  in  the  land,  when, 
as  if  responsive  to  the  dying  peal  of  the  old  Academy  bell, 
the  bells  on  College  Hill  rang  out  a  joyous  welcome  to 
Union's  first  semi-centennial  anniversary. 

From  every  part  of  the  land  her  sons  assembled.  The 
greatness  of  the  Institution  was  indicated  by  their  eminence 
as  citizens ;  her  pride,  their  prosperity ;  her  glory,  their 
practical  skill  in  the  affairs  of  life,  their  leadership  in  the 
walks  of  sound  learning,  their  wise  and  catholic  benefi- 
cence. From  highest  places  in  church  and  state,  from  most 
distinguished  positions  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench,  as  from 
humblest  callings  discharged  with  fidelity  and  skill  and 
with  a  rare  knowledge  of  men  and  of  themselves,  they  came 
to  lay  their  honors  and  achievements  at  the  feet  of  their 
Alma  Mater. 
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The  old  halls  were  crowded  with  returning  footsteps, 
the  groves  resounded  with  grateful  acclamations.  The  vast 
throng  of  graduates  assembled,  united  in  the  pledge  that 
the  Institution  should  ever  have  their  support  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  its  high  designs. 

To  the  graduates  of  the  College,  then,  we  turn  to-day, 
for  the  cooperation  and  support  upon  which  we  have  a  right 
to  rely,  not  only  because  of  their  number  and  influence  and 
wealth,  but  from  their  recent  avowals  through  all  their  asso- 
ciations, of  continued  devotion  to  the  College.  Without 
their  aid,  the  Institution,  whose  endowments  are  limited  in 
amount  and  specific  as  to  their  objects,  can  neither  be  fur- 
nished for  her  work  nor  supplied  with  the  numbers  who 
shall  carry  down  her  reputation  undiminished  to  succeed- 
ing generations. 

The  mention  of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the 
College  will  remind  many  of  my  auditors  of  a  similar  cele- 
bration which  occurred  some  years  later,  when  that  Presi- 
dent of  Union  who  had  held  the  oflace  during  the  longest 
and  most  eventful  period  of  her  history  had  attained  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  connection  with  the  Institution.  Then 
the  halls  of  Union  were  again  thronged  with  men  of  all 
ages  and  of  diverse  pursuits  and  opinions,  who  came  to 
testify  their  love  and  veneration  for  the  Master  at  whose 
feet  they  had  delighted  to  sit. 

Able  to  recall,  but  dimly,  the  first  of  these  celebrations 
I  can  remember  distinctly  that  venerable  man  upon  the 
occurrence  of  the  second.  Trained  at  his  side,  the  fact  has 
been  here  recalled  that  I  am  bound  to  him  by  the  tenderest 
ties  of  relationship  and  afiection;  as  also  to  another,  whose 
last  years  it  was  my  privilege  at  once  to  solace  and  in  con- 
stant intercourse  to  enjoy.  I  have  heard  with  emotion  the 
names  of  both  mentioned  here  to-day  with  equal  honor. 
You  can  understand  then,  that  while  appreciating  such 
claims  upon  my  entire  devotion,  I  cannot  trust  myself  to 
contemplate  or  to  recur  at  length,  in  this  presence,  to  the 
sacred  and  aflecting  nature  of  the  bonds  that  link  me  to  the 
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responsibilities  which,  this  day,  at  your  call  and  in  God's 
strength  I  have  assumed. 

There  are  those  here  present  who  were  long  associated 
with  these  venerated  men  in  the  Faculty  of  Union  College. 
To  them,  and  indeed  to  every  professor  and  to  all  in  any 
way  related  to  the  daily  routine  of  the  college,  I  am  debtor, 
both  for  a  cordial  welcome  and  for  valued  aid  extended  to 
me  in  my  inexperience  in  these  new  duties. 

When  one  who,  for  a  half  century  or  more,  had  held  in 
his  hands  the  entire  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  College 
felt  himself  unable  longer  to  sustain  the  burden ;  as  was 
natural,  there  came  with  the  inevitable  change,  diversities 
of  opinion  and  lack  of  the  unity  essential  to  success. 
After  years  of  perplexity  and  trial  the  Board  of  Trustees 
have  formally  entrusted  me  with  the  Presidency  of  the 
College.  Gratefully  receiving  their  assurances  of  confidence 
and  relying  upon  their  united  support  as  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  Institution,  I  desire  now  publicly  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  resident  members  of  the  board,  to  the 
state  officers,  to  the  trustees,  one  and  all,  for  the  cordial 
and  efficient  cooperation  I  have  thus  far  received  from  them 
in  the  midst  of  arduous  and  unsought  responsibilities. 

As  one  of  the  happiest  auguries  of  the  day  I  recur  to 
the  fact  that  not  only  has  my  immediate  predecessor  given 
us  his  best  wishes,  but  that  he  also  joins  in  the  felicitations 
with  whom,  as  an  attached  pupil  in  this  Institution,  I  stu- 
died mental  and  moral  science;  that  honored  graduate 
eminent  for  his  writings  abroad  and  at  home,  Laurens  P. 
Hickok. 

I  remember  gratefully,  to-day,  that  when  I  hesitated  to 
accept  the  offered  Presidency,  his  was  one  of  the  most 
cordial  of  valued  letters  of  encouragement,  and  that  among 
many  who  have  expressed  their  regret  at  being  necessarily 
absent  from  this  assemblage,  none  has  given  a  heartier  or 
more  prized  Godspeed.  We  may  well  make  his  aspira- 
tions for  the  College  our  own.  "  May  those  beloved  walls 
which  have  long  been  in  deep  shadow  soon  stand  out  in  the 
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fall  sunshine  of  prosperity."  "  May  the  inauguration  be 
the  signal  of  universal  prosperity  for  the  Institution." 

In  conclusion,  I  would  briefly  refer  to  that  which  would 
seem  to  be  the  peculiarjilistinction,  nay,  the  prophetic  idea 
of  Union  College.  Those  who  subscribed  for  its  first  founda- 
tion in  this  neighborhood  were,  most  of  them,  members 
of  the  commuiiion  prominent  here  from  the  earliest  times. 
The  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at  Sche- 
nectady was  then  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  one  deeply 
interested  in  the  establishment  of  the  College.  His  catholic, 
forecasting  mind  so  provided,  that  no  exclusive  denomi- 
national or  sectarian  influences  should  here  predominate. 
This  was  signified  and  is  secured  by  the  name  and  charter 
of  "Union  College." 

At  this  hour,  when  from  liberated  Italy,  from  smitten 
France,  from  stalwart  Germany,  from  our  own  reunited 
land,  and  from  every  earnest  Christian  heart  the  world 
round,  the  cry  goes  forth  for  liberty  in  things  non-essen- 
tial and  for  that  essential  unity  in  Christ  which  was  the 
burden  of  the  last  and  great  high-priestly  prayer  of  our 
Divine  Master ;  at  this  momentous  epoch  and  for  all  coming 
time,  Union  College  may  well  glory  in  her  title  and  stand 
true  to  the  fundamental  religious  principle  of  her  charter. 
Although  for  denominational  institutions  there  may  be 
ampler  support  and  important  work,  yet,  the  religious  in- 
fluences of  this  College  (though  unsectarian,  not  the  less 
efficient  for  Christianity,  as  its  graduates  throughout  the 
land  attest)  may  well  centre  about  the  old,  cherished,  char- 
tered purpose  of  exemplyfying  "  in  essentials  unity,  in  non- 
essentials diversity,  in  all  things  charity." 

Brethren  of  the  Alumni,  Trustees  of  the  College,  Gentle- 
men of  the  Faculty,  Fellow  Citizens,  Friends  of  Education, 
let  us  unite  for  the  good  of  the  Institution,  in  the  spirit  of 
its  charter.  The  realization  of  its  long  cherished  ideal  will 
crown  our  efforts  with  the  truest,  because  the  most  bene- 
ficent and  enduring  success. 

Solicitous  for  no  prosperity  which  is  merely  superficial 
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and  evanescent,  laboring  to  lay  broad  and  deep  foundations 
for  the  future ;  in  the  present,  and  to  the  largest  possible 
extent,  let  us  seek  to  bless  our  country  with  the  best  means 
of  Christian  education. 

So,  laden  with  justly  acquired  honors,  shall  our  Alma 
Mater  reach  her  first  centennial  anniversary.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day,  may  the  bells  from  College  Hill,  the 
union  let  us  hope  of  a  full  and  harmonious  chime,  rever- 
berate not  only  from  ancient  buildings,  but  as  well  from 
spacious  structures  of  our  own  time.  Across  the  century  re- 
sponding again  to  that  first  college  peal  of  the  old  Academy, 
may  they  proclaim  to  all  the  land  that  Faith  and  Hope, 
Love  and  Labor  have  verified  the  truth  of  the  sentiment 
time  honored  at  Union  and  ever  to  be  perpetuated  by  her 
sons:  Perseverantia  vincit  omnia  nec  non  et  in  gloriam 
ducit." 

After  the  response  of  the  President  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  adopted 
June  25th,  1872,  were  read. 

Hesolved,  That  while  we,  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Union  College,  unite  with  joy  in  this  auspicious  event, 
wherein  the  traditions  of  our  Alma  Mater  augur  a  happy 
success,  we  hail  our  new  President  and  commit  to  him  her 
interests  with  assurance  of  our  earnest  and  cordial  support. 

Resolved,  That  Hon.  Thomas  Allen  of  St.  Louis,  of  the 
Class  of  1832  be  commissioned  to  represent  our  Association 
in  the  inaugural  exercises  of  President  Eliphalet  I^ott 
Potter,  D.D. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Allen  of  St.  Louis  on  behalf  of  the 
Alumni  of  the  College  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  fol- 
lowing Address  of  Welcome  to  the  President. 

"  To  those  of  you  who  came  here  expecting  to  hear  the 
Sage  of  Auburn,  I  extend  my  condolence;  for  myself,  in 
the  temerity  of  attempting  to  fill  his  place,  hand  pass ibus 
ceuqis,  I  ask  your  sympathy ;  while  to  Mr.  Seward  I  beg 
to  express  ray  regret  that  he  should  have  lost  the  opportu- 
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nity  of  eugaging  in  a  pleasing  welcome,  and  of  being 
appreciated  and  welcomed  himself  by  a  brilliant  audience. 

"Having  accepted  the  task,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that 
the  thoughts  of  thousands  of  living  Alumni  flow  hither- 
ward  this  day ;  and  if  we  may  believe  that  the  spirits  of 
the  dead  hover  around  the  places  they  loved  in  life,  then 
may  we  readily  imagine  that  the  spirits  of  other  thousands 
gather  about  us,  while  the  quadruple  crown  of  experience, 
love,  joy,  and  faith,  is  placed  upon  the  revered  head  of 
Alma  Mater, 

"  Responsive  to  the  voice  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  the 
name  of  the  Alumni  of  Union  College,  far  and  near,  old  and 
young,  we  hail  with  satisfaction  the  name  of  the  new  Pre- 
sident, and  bid  him  a  hearty  welcome. 

"  If  there  is  any  thing  in  a  name,  or  any  telling  virtue  in 
blood,  or  in  circumstances  conspiring  to  a  desired  end, 
then  we  may  recognize  in  Eliphalet  I^ott  Potter,  the 
President  elect  of  this  College,  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

"  We  congratulate  you,  sir,  that  you  now  stand  in  this 
relation.  "We  congratulate  the  College  that  such  relation 
was  within  its  compass.  And  now  we  may  wish,  for  both 
President  and  College,  that  the  mantle  and  spirit  of  Alonzo 
Potter  and  especially  of  Eliphalet  Nott,  may  fall  upon  this 
man  whose  name  combines  both  names,  and  in  whom  we 
trust  the  elements  of  both  pedigrees  are  so  mingled  as  to 
give  all  the  world  assurance  of  the  man  that  was  wanted. 
To  fill  the  space  made  void  by  the  departure  of  the  leaders 
of  those  names,  and  to  occupy  the  place  so  long  filled  by 
one  whose  talents  and  character  made  the  presidency  of 
this  College  a  great  office,  was  an  appointment  requiring 
wise  judgment  to  select,  and  great  courage  to  accept. 
We  confidently  look  for  justification  of  both  the  wisdom 
and  the  courage. 
"  They  tell  us  of  the  Roman  matron  who  was  proud  of  her  \ 
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distinguished  sons.  May  not  our  Alma  Mater  j  ustly  exclaim 
what  were  they  compared  with  the  sons  of  Union  College  ? 
And  if  these  are  great,  how  much  greater  the  mother !  If  the 
mother  honors  the  children,  so  do  the  children  honor  the 
mother.  For  over  seventy  years  Union  College  has  sent 
forth  her  sons,  armed  with  the  sword  of  knowledge  and 
the  buckler  of  discipline,  to  fight  the  great  battle  of  life. 
If  victories  have  been  achieved  by  them  in  any  field,  (and 
the  banners  they  have  won  would  fill  you  a  hall  of  glory, 
if  you  would  but  collect  them),  they  point  back  to  Alma 
Mater  as  the  main  spring  of  their  power.  Time  would 
not  permit,  nor  occasion  justify,  a  suitable  reference  to  the 
achievements  of  the  Alumni  in  science,  art,  letters,  politics, 
diplomacy,  law,  religion,  journalism,  material  progress, 
missionary  enterprise,  or  in  teaching,  but  the  record  is 
long  and  brilliant  and  probably  unexcelled  by  results  from 
any  similar  institution.  Here  is  proof  of  a  kind  of  success 
which  ought  to  be  the  most  appreciated,  a  success  in  mak- 
ing the  College  felt  all  over  the  civilized  world.  Think 
what  has  been  achieved  during  the  life-time  of  a  graduate 
of  1799,  whom  I  left  a  few  days  since  living  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  whole  country,^  within  that  time, 
west  of  the  AUeghanies,  and  south  of  the  Carolinas  gained 
and  subdued,  our  rank  and  our  rights  as  a  nation  of  the 
first  class  asserted  and  maintained,  the  gospel  of  liberty  as 
well  as  of  peace  sent  to  every  nation,  equal  political  rights 
and  universal  education  established ;  the  power  of  man 
vastly  increased  by  discoveries  in  physical  science,  and  the 
globe  itself  compressed  within  his  grasp  and  made  one 
kingdom  by  the  use  of  natural  forces ;  and  in  all  these 
glorious  results,  the  Alumni  of  Union  College  have  largely 
shared,  and  to  all  of  them  largely  contributed. 

"  Now,  sir,  this  is  glory  enough  for  the  College,  and  it 
ought  to  be  a  source  of  no  inconsiderable  pride  to  the 
state  of  ITew  York.    The  knowledge  of  it  ought  to  incite 
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the  state  to  perfect  and  perpetuate  the  establishment  and 
machinery  of  the  College,  even  if  the  administration  of  it 
is  left  alone  to  attract  students.  The  remembrance  of  it 
will  add  dignity  and  responsibility  to  your  office.  You 
will  feel  that  you  have  engaged  in  no  holiday  work  in 
assuming  such  direction  of  affairs  as  will  assure  the  con- 
tinuance of  precisely  similar  results,  so  that  Union  College 
shall  perpetuate  her  line  of  influence  and  her  well  estab- 
lished characteristics  of  achievement. 

"  As  the  masses  of  this  country  are  its  masters,  the  neces- 
sity of  education  continues  the  more  imperative.  The 
desire  of  it  should  be  diffused;  to  a  certain  extent  it  should 
be  compulsory  ;  the  highest  perfection  of  it  should  be  paid 
for  or  worked  for ;  while  the  commoner  sort,  in  which  the 
people  are  most  generally  interested,  should  be  sustained 
by  common  taxation,  and  taxation  or  pay,  or  work,  being 
likely  to  secure  a  higher  degree  of  interest  or  watchfulness 
is  perhaps  better,  or  more  philosophical,  in  this  relation, 
than  charity.  We  are  apt  to  appreciate  most  highly  that 
which  costs  most.  J^evertheless,  education  should  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  all.  The  state  should  do  its  part 
liberally,  and  priyate  endowment  will  surely  follow  the 
example.  Scholars  will  not  be  wanting  where  there  are 
great  facilities,  agreeable  surroundings,  and  successful  teach- 
ings. Let  us  elevate  the  standard,  as  well  of  scholarship, 
as  of  teaching  and  education  ;  let  us  pay  for  these  latter 
according  to  quality,  and  we  shall  find  the  fruit  of  our  labors 
to  correspond.  Do  not  let  any  teacher  so  magnify  himself, 
or  his  office,  or  his  learning,  that  the  student  shall  seek  to 
hide  himself  in  sheer  despair.  Do  not  tolerate  any  such 
misconception  as  that  education  consists  in  memorizing 
books.  Do  not  permit  that  sort  of  intellectual  teasing  and 
torture  of  the  student  which  is  sometimes  manifested, 
when  incompetence,  unable  to  forgive  itself,  takes  its 
revenge  upon  the  student,  and  drives  him  from  college  in 
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a  frenzy  of  repugnance  and  disgust.  Above  all  so  conceal 
the  art  of  teaching  that  the  student  may  imagine  that  he 
is  learning  everything  himself.  Then  he  will  recollect 
and  rejoice  at  his  own  achievements.  Let  him  do  this,  so 
that  he  shall  love,  and  not  hate,  his  task  and  his  teacher. 

"  Then  let  the  great  work  go  bravely  on.  There  is  to  be 
no  intermission  in  it,  and  no  substitute  for  it.  You  will 
find  cause  for  redoubled  energy  in  the  history  of  the  past, 
and  in  the  demands  of  the  future.  Through  patience  and 
perseverance,  new  friends  will  be  found  and  old  ones  will 
rally  with  renewed  interest,  and  nothing  that  is  material 
for  support  will  be  wanting.  Let  us  know  precisely  what 
that  is.   Let  us  have  definite  and  well  matured  plans. 

I  speak  from  experience,  when  I  pray  that  you  may  not 
be  embarassed  by  that  sort  of  safety  which  comes  from  too 
many  counsellers.  Confidence  is  essential  for  election,  but 
concentration  of  power  is  indispensable  to  executive  effi- 
ciency. Kesponsibility  too  much  divided  results  in  no 
responsibility  at  all.  A  large  committee  will  shift  it  until 
it  finds  no  resting  place.  '  I  take  the  responsibility,'  was 
the  ready  assumption  of  the  man  of  iron  will,  and  that  one 
man  power  is  what  you  will  often  need  when,  in  your  soli- 
tude and  isolation,  you  are  anxiously  pondering  the  exi- 
gencies of  your  administration. 

"The  Alumni  trust  that  you  may  have  the  art,  the  grace, 
and  the  success  of  your  great  progenitor.  And  as  you  will 
desire  to  be  beloved  and  remembered  by  your  pupils  as  he 
was  and  is,  so  may  you  teach  and  lead,  with  the  help  of  an 
enlightened  Faculty,  that  your  Scholars  may  remember  as 
though  they  were  self  taught ;  and,  as,  in  the  manner  of 
it,  their  progress  in  learning  may  be  attended  by  constant 
emotions  of  happiness,  so  the  Alumni  of  your  administra- 
tion may  be  your  pride,  and  their  love  and  success  your 
reward. 
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"Again  the  Alumni  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome,  and 
embrace  you  with  their  good  will  and  sympathy,  confi- 
dently expecting  from  your  advent  a  concentration  of  mag- 
netic power  that  will  till  the  old  halls  with  successful  and 
happy  students." 

The  Hon.  John  Y.  L.  Pruyn,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  l^ew  York,  then  said  : 

"  Mr.  President, 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  Somewhat  more  than  twenty-five 
years  since,  I  found  myself  called  on  without  notice,  to 
speak  to  the  large  assembly,  gathered  at  your  Semi-Centen- 
nial,  which  embraced  not  only  the  distinguished  Alumni 
of  Union,  but  many  from  other  institutions  of  learning, 
and  from  every  part  of  our  country,  making  it,  I  presume, 
the  most  eventful  day  of  the  College  history. 

"  It  chanced  that  two  gentlemen  who  were  to  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  addressing  those  present,  did  not  respond 
when  called  for,  audit  fell  to  me  under  such  circumstances, 
to  say  what  I  best  could,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  com- 
pliment paid  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  which  I  had 
shortly  before  been  elected.  To  day  I  am  once  more 
called  upon  to  take  part  in  your  proceedings,  but  under 
circumstances  less  embarrassing  than  before.  Several  of 
your  most  distinguished  Alumni  have  already  said  to  you 
in  matured  thoughts,  happily  expresssed,  almost  everything 
that  the  occasion  requires.  It  only  remains  to  make  my 
acknowledgments  for  the  call  on  me  as  the  Chancellor  of 
the  University,  and  to  speak  very  briefly  of  the  interest  I 
feel  in  the  events  of  the  day. 

"  Union  was  the  first  College  incorporated  by  the  Re- 
gents, and  its  history  and  condition  have  always  been  an 
object  of  interest  to  the  members  of  the  Board.  Recent 
events  have  called  special  attention  to  its  situation  and  its 
future,  and  I  feel  sure  that  I  express  the  opinion  of  every 
Regent,  when  I  say,  that  the  appointment  of  your  new 
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President  has  been  most  satisfactory,  in  every  point  to  be 
considered,  and  in  their  belief  is  the  very  best  for  the  Col- 
lege that  could  have  been  made. 

"  He  is  young  in  years,  but  let  us  recollect  that  "  wisdom 
i&  as  gray  hairs  unto  men,  and  an  unspotted  life  as  old  age ;" 
and  if  we  recur  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  ITott,  who  during  his 
Presidency  of  the  College,  earned  such  fame  for  himself 
and  for  the  Institution,  was,  when  elected  to  that  post  no 
older  than  the  grandson  who  has  succeeded  him,  we  may 
dismiss  as  groundless  any  fears  which  may  rise  from  this 
circumstance. 

"  Let  me  add  one  other  thought.  It  has  been  supposed  by 
some  persons,  that  it  is  unwise  to  choose  an  ecclesiastic  to 
the  office  of  college  president.  But  this  is  virtually  assail- 
ing your  whole  history,  and  the  unbroken  practice  of  the 
past.  The  able  men  who,  for  more  than  three  quarters  of 
a  century,  guided  your  affairs,  were  all  Christian  ministers, 
and  with  such  results  as  those  brought  about  by  the  liberal 
teachings  of  Dr.  'Nott,  (who  perhaps  better  understood  the 
true  aims  and  objects  of  University  life  than  any  person  of 
his  day),  and  by  the  equally  sound  and  enlarged  views  of 
his  associate,  and  oftentimes  his  representative  for  the  time 
being,  that  distinguished  friend  of  education  and  noble 
specimen  of  the  Christian  man,  the  father  of  your  Presi- 
dent ;  we  may  feel  assured  that  he  who  is  now  to  follow 
those  who  have  thus  gone  before  him  in  these  high  duties, 
will  in  the  most  enlarged  and  catholic  spirit  make  Union 
College  what  it  was  intended  to  be ;  a  true  Union  (ignoring 
non-essential  differences  of  faith  and  doctrine) —  a  true 
Union  of  all  who  come  hither  to  seek  its  advantages  on  the 
broad  basis  of  Christian  morals  and  of  Christian  truth." 

The  2d  part  of  the  117th  Psalm  was  then  sung  by  the 
congregation,  after  which  the  Commencement  Exercises 
followed  in  the  usual  order. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Commencement  Exercises,  and 
in  connection  with  the  distribution  of  Prizes,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
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Hal  ley  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Award  the  Blatch- 
ford  Oratorical  Medals,  presented  the  following  Report : 

"  We  have  found  the  office  assigned  to  us  a  difficult  one 
to  discharge  to  our  satisfaction.  This  arises  from  so^ie 
things  peculiar  to  its  arrangement.  .We  are  required  to 
form  our  judgement  solely  on  the  merits  of  the  pieces  that 
are  spoken  without  any  respect  to  the  reputation  of  their 
authors  for  general  scholarship  and  talent.  A  similar  diffi- 
culty lies  in  the  way  of  judging  the  oratorical  qualifica- 
tions of  the  speakers,  for  a  timid  and  diffident  individual 
may  fail  to  do  justice  to  himself  in  speaking  before  such  a 
large  assembly  and  our  decision  may  thus  be  rendered  in 
favor  of  one  who  may  be  decidedly  his  inferior.  In  ad- 
dition, the  time  allotted  for  coming  to  a  decision  on  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  orations  is  so  brief  as  to  render 
it  possible  that  we  may  be  mistaken  in  the  verdict  to  which 
we  have  come.  To  err  is  human,  and  to  err  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  pardonable.  'Not  knowing  any  of  you,  our 
decision  must  be  entirely  impartial.  If  it  shall  meet  with 
general  approval,  we  shall  feel  happy  ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
it  shall  be  censured,  remember  that  we  had  not  the  same 
materials  for  arriving  at  a  judgment  which  you  possess. 
The  1st  medal  is  awarded  to  Andrew  Webster  Archibald, 
author  of  the  Oration  entitled  '  All  right'  The  2d  to 
William  James  Hillis,  author  of  the  Oration  entitled 
'  Heroic  Moments.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  Ebenezer  Halley,  Ch., 

William  Tracey, 
"  Silas  Brownell." 

After  which  Doctor  Halley  proceeded : 

"  And  now,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words 
to  the  Students  on  the  importance  of  that  art  which  the 
annual  distribution  of  these  medals  is  intended  to  encourage 
and  promote. 
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"  Young  Gentlemen: 

"  Study  to  acquire  a  graceful  elocution.  Do  not,  like  too 
many,  undervalue  it  and  class  it  among  those  servile  and 
d^asing  drudgeries  to  which  only  an  inferior  intellect  will 
stoop.  It  is  indispensable  to  the  success  of  every  public 
speaker.  Originality  of  thought  can  in  the  present  day  be 
the  attainment  of  few,  for  almost  all  its  hidden  treasures 
have  been  explored ;  neither  can  truth  be  presented  to  a 
great  extent,  by  new  and  brilliant  illustrations  ;  for  these 
are  nearly  exhausted.  Much  of  the  success  of  a  public 
speaker  must  now  depend  on  repeating  common  place 
truths  in  a  fresh  and  impressive  manner.  The  difference 
is  wide  as  the  poles,  upon  an  audience,  of  sentiments  de- 
livered with  a  graceful  elocution  and  the  same  sentiments 
uttered  in  a  cold,  passionless,  drawling  and  humdrum 
manner.  You  are  all  familiar  with  the  severe  training  that 
the  father  of  Grecian  eloquence  employed  to  excel  in  this 
art.  He  put  pebbles  in  his  mouth  to  correct  a  defect  in  his 
utterance,  he  declaimed  near  the  sea  when  in  a  storm  that 
he  might  face  the  tumultuous  clamors  of  an  Athenian  au- 
dience and  he  transcribed  ten  times  Thucydides'  History  of 
the  Peloponnesian  War  for  its  st^de,  and  its  clear  and  com- 
prehensive records  of  great  national  events.  You  know 
the  fame  to  which  he  reached  and  the  immense  influence 
which  by  his  eloquence  he  wielded  in  arresting  for  a  time 
the  calamities  which  afterwards  befell  his  country. 

"Such  are  the  exertions  to  be  used  ere  eminence  can  be 
reached.  Be  not  satisfied  with  mediocrity,  where  excellence 
can  be  attained.  Amid  your  varied  studies  see  that  you 
neglect  not  the  art  of  public  speaking.  Whether  you  are 
aspiring  to  the  Pulpit,  the  Bar  or  a  seat  on  the  floor  of 
Congress,  you  will  find  the  early  cultivation  of  this  to  be  of 
vast  importance  in  future  years  in  enlisting  the  sympathies 
and  attention  of  those  whom  you  address  and  in  crowning 
your  professional  exertions  with  a  success  which  they  other- 
wise would  not  attain. 
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Mjj  Christian  Friends  ;  This  day  carries  me  back  thirty- 
four  years  when  for  the  first  time  I  witnessed  a  Commence- 
ment ill  Union  College.    Many  changes  have  taken  place 
here  since  that  period.    This  church  in  which  we  then  m^t 
has  been  entirely  remodeled  and  in  the  place  of  the  old 
sombre  interior,  has  sprung  up  this  beautiful  sanctuary  to 
the  worship  of  the  living  God.    Many  of  the  Trustees  are 
gone,  men  of  distinguished  eminence  in  position  and  worth. 
How  many  of  the  Professors  have  also  passed  away,  though 
it  rejoices  me  to  find  Professors  Jackson  and  Foster  still  at 
their  posts,  and  filling  their  respective  chairs  with  undi- 
minished vigor  and  usefulness.    There  is  one  other  name 
that  must  not  be  omitted.    I  remember  on  the  morning  to 
which  I  have  referred  looking  down  from  the  gallery  with 
the  keen  eye  of  a  stranger,  on  him  who  presided  on  that 
occasion.    I  was  struck  with  his  majestic  appearance,  the 
expressive  features  of  the  face  and  with  all  his  movements 
in  which  dignity,  gracefulness  and  energy  were  all  com- 
bined.   And  a  subsequent  acquaintance  with  him  enabled 
me,  like  all  who  enjoyed  his  friendship,  to  discover,  that  he 
was  a  man  of  profound  judgment,  correct  taste  and  exten- 
sive acquirements,  courteous,  benevolent,  amiable  in  all  his 
relations,  generous  in  his  feelings,  the  friend  of  youth,  the 
patron  of  education,  the  lover  of  his  species,  the  eloquent 
expounder  of  Divine  truth.    What  a  loss  society  sustained 
when  he  was  struck  down  !    What  a  severe  loss  to  this  In- 
stitution of  learning  over  which  he  had  so  long  presided, 
watching  it  so  tenderly,  guiding  it  so  prudently,  and  behold- 
ing its  prosperity  with  so  much  satisfaction.    Ever  since  the 
reins  of  office  dropped  from  his  hands  has  our  College  de- 
clined, and  though  his  place  has  once  and  again  been  ably 
tilled,  the  quickening  impulse  to  the  Institution  was  not 
given.   Let  us  believe  that  the  favored  hour  has  come.  We 
have  this  morning  witnessed  the  inauguration  of  a  new  Presi- 
dent, one  who  has  the  blood  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Wottin  his 
veins ;  one  who  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
Faculty ;  one  whose  course  here  for  nearly  a  year  has  been 
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so  prosperous,  and  one  whose  appointment  has  diffused  such 
wide  and  general  satisfaction. 

As  he,  this  day,  gravely  unfolded  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilites  of  his  office,  in  a  graceful  and  unassuming  manner, 
his  physique  and  general  bearing  recalled  vividly  the  late 
Dr.  l^ott,  and  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  an  anecdote 
quoted  from  the  Parliamentary  history  of  England.  When 
Pitt  the  son  of  the  illustrious  Earl  of  Chatham,  delivered 
his  first  speech,  it  so  electrified  the  house  that  a  number 
of  the  members  went  over  to  Burke,  exclaiming  '  he  is  a 
chip  of  the  old  block.'  "  ITo,'  said  the  eminent  statesman 
'he  is  not  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  he  is  the  old  block 
himself.'  We  believe  that  we  have  secured  a  President 
who  will  realize  the  fondest  expectation  of  his  friends  and 
of  the  Institution.  May  his  administration  be  as  long  and 
prosperous  as  that  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.  May  the 
professors  ever  illustrate  science  on  the  principles  of  reli- 
gion. And  may  this  hallowed,  time-honored  College  long 
be  blessed  among  its  fellows  in  the  number  of  intelligent, 
pious  youths  which  it  shall  educate,  and  in  the  revenue  of 
glory  which  it  shall  bring  to  God." 

Prizes  were  then  presented  by  the  President,  after 
which  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Doctor 
Vermilye. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

A.  D.  1871-72. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

The  President  of  the  College,  in  accordance  with  a  recent 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  respectfully  presents  the 
following  Report : 

When  notified  of  his  election  in  June  last,  he  was  pre- 
vented by  engagements  previously  formed,  and  not  lightly 
to  be  set  aside,  from  deciding  at  once  the  question  of  ac- 
ceptance and  from  entering  upon  the  undivided  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

While  his  own  preference  was,  that  any  new  connection 
with  the  College  should  not  begin  until  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, yet  yielding  to  earnestly  expressed  wishes  of  the  Trus- 
tees and  Faculty,  he  entered  at  once  upon  duty.  During 
several  months  he  was  obliged  to  take  from  the  discharge  of 
ministerial  labors  previously  undertaken,  so  much  time  as 
was  essential  to  the  interests  of  the  College.  Upon  the  ex- 
piration of  parochial  engagements  he  felt  bound  in  returu, 
to  continue  during  a  series  of  Sundays,  ministrations  in  his 
former  parish  ;  and  also  by  pecuniary  contributions  in  con- 
nection with  the  College,  and  by  efibrts  in  its  behalf  when 
absent,  to  make  compensation  for  any  lack  of  residence  or 
personal  service  within  the  Institution.  Eegretting  that 
there  are  interests  of  the  College  at  times  calling  him  to  be 
absent  from  his  home  now  established  there,  he  would  here 
record  his  indebtedness  to  the  Senior  Professor  who  has 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  acting  President  from 
time  to  time,  and  to  the  entire  Faculty  for  their  cordial 
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cooperation.  Acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  to  the  Alumni  for  the  en- 
couragement which  he  has  received,  in  the  midst  of  un- 
sought and  arduous  responsibilities. 

The  losses  which  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  sustained  by 
death  or  resignation,  are  suitably  referred  to  in  another 
communication. 

In  a  review  of  the  past  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck 
with  the  fact  that  for  ten  consecutive  years  and  more,  the 
number  of  students  has  annually  decreased.  Among  causes 
which  have  contributed  to  this  result,  are  the  rise  of  other 
well  endowed  institutions,  the  diminution  caused  by  the 
civil  war,  in  the  number  of  students  coming  from  a  distance, 
and  the  fact,  that  while  the  condition  of  the  College  has  been 
misunderstood  and  its  capabilities  ignored  or  underrated, 
the  number  has  constantly  increased  of  those  who  seek  for 
their  sons  technical  or  so-called  professional  instruction,  in 
place  of  the  systematic  college  training  heretofore  desired. 
The  increase  noted  below  is  therefore  at  this  time  the  more 
gratifying. 

To  the  Reports  printed  in  the  Appendix  he  would  call 
especial  attention. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  from  the  Engineering  Department  (appended) 
contains  the  welcome  statement,  that  the  class  entering  this 
present  spring  term,  is  the  largest  which  has  entered  the  En- 
gineering School  since  its  foundation  in  1845.  Yet  this 
number  I  believe  could  be  doubled  or  quadrupled  by  mak- 
ing known  to  the  public  still  further,  the  peculiar  advantages 
of  this  School,  in  its  library,  models,  instruments,  train- 
ing in  the  class  room  and  in  the  field,  free  tuition  when 
needed  and  deserved,  etc.  :  together  with  the  high  position 
gained  by  its  Graduates. 

I  recommend  the  appropriation  of  the  very  modest  sum 
asked  for  by  the  Department.  I  further  propose  after 
full  consultation,  to  readjust  the  studies  of  the  Freshman 
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and  Sophomore  Classes,  with  reference  to  such  substitu- 
tion (either  by  making  certain  studies,  elective  or  otherwise) 
as  will  give,  by  two  years  of  preparatory  study,  the  best 
advantages  to  younger  students  looking  to  the  Engineering 
Course ;  and  in  the  same  way  by  making  certain  studies  of 
the  Junior  and  Senior  years  elective  or  alternate  to  meet 
certain  other  needs  of  the  College  Course. 

One  term  additional  to  this  four  years'  course  would 
properly  entitle  the  successful  candidates  to  the  degrees 
both  of  Ph.B.  and  C.E. 

I  am  the  more  desirous  that  such  provision  be  made  since 
it  will,  as  I  understand,  entitle  members  of  the  Engineering 
School,  to  equal  advantages  with  any  other  class  of  students, 
in  respect  to  free  tuition. 

I  further  recommend  that  a  .  Department  of  Mining,  de- 
signed especially  for  this  School  (while  open  to  other  stu- 
dents) be  inaugurated  in  accordance  with  the  simple  plan 
herewith  submitted.  The  Engineering  Department  is  men- 
tioned first  in  order,  as  it  is  first  to  present  an  increased 
number  of  well  prepared  students.  With  the  new  rooms 
now  in  progress  of  erection  for  this  department,  it  has  all 
the  appliances  necessary  for  thorough  work,  and  a  larger 
number  of  pupils. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

The  largest  reported  increase  in  apparatus  by  donations 
to  the  College,  is  that  secured  by  the  Professor  in  charge  of 
the  Department  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

In  soliciting  these  gifts  he  is  working,  not  for  himself,  but 
for  the  Institution,  to  which  all  donations  solicited  by  him, 
belong.  lie  earnestly  seeks  to  bring  his  Department  in 
point  of  equipment  up  to  the  advanced  standard  of  the  pre- 
sent day ;  and  we  may  well  most  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  liberal  regard  of  the  Alumni  and  friends  of  the  College, 
the  work  which  is  thus  being  carried  forward.  His  report 
embraces  names  of  contributors,  and  a  list  in  detail  of  the 
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Apparatus,  etc.,  added.  It  will  be  found  together  with  other 
reports  in  the  Appendix. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY. 

The  Professor  in  charge,  reports  the  additions  to  the  Zoo- 
logical collection  since  1869  as  exceeding  2,000  in  number. 
The  report  presents  a  list  in  detail  and  several  important 
suggestions.  The  liberality  of  the  Alumni  and  of  the  friends 
of  the  College  may  well  be  directed  to  this  department, 
which  will  also  soon  have  admirable  rooms  for  its  Museum, 
Eecitations,  etc.  The  erection  of  the  new  Chapel  now  in 
progress  will  enable  us  to  devote  the  Hall  of  Natural  His- 
tory to  its  intended  uses.  I  should  be  glad  could  the  De- 
partment secure  the  appropriation  requested. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

The  Professor  of  Chemistry  reports  improvements  in  the 
Laboratory,  and  states  the  needs  of  his  Department  and  of 
the  important  branches  of  study  entrusted  to  his  charge. 
He  also  submits  a  plan  for  the  suggested  Department  of 
Mining,  which  as  far  as  is  practicable,  it  is  proposed  to 
carry  into  immediate  operation.  A  small  sum  ($150)  is 
asked  for,  to  supply  certain  maps  needed  in  teaching 
Physical  Geography.  A  visit  to  the  Laboratory  will  show 
the  decided  improvements  lately  made,  the  nature  of 
which  the  Professor  explains  in  his  report.  Li  the  same 
building  and  well  worth  a  visit,  is  the  Natural  Philosophy 
Collection.  In  the  opposite  building  is  to  be  seen  the  Col- 
lection next  referred  to. 

THE  WHEATLY  COLLECTION. 

The  Professor  of  Chemistry  gives  in  his  report  upon  the 
valuable  Collection  presented  by  the  lateEdwardC.Delavan, 
Esq. ,  a  detailed  statement  of  its  condition  and  present  needs, 
which  calls  for  and  deserves  attentive  consideration  and  a 
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liberal  response.  The  Collection  purchased  for  ten  thousand 
dollars,  is  now  estimated  as  exceeding  thirty  thousand 
dollars  in  value. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ETHICS  AND  CHRISTIAN  EVIDENCES. 

While,  as  the  name  and  chartered  title  of  Union  College 
implies,  sectarian  influence  is  not  desired  or  furthered,  yet 
it  is  believed  that  the  instruction  which  we  here  purpose, 
(in  the  branches  above  named)  is  none  the  less  explicitly 
and  earnestly  Christian.  No  effort  will  be  spared  to  make 
its  influence  deep  and  abiding.  Text  books  as  well  as 
Lectures  are  here  essential.  In  addition  to  Lectures  upon 
Christian  Evidences,  I  have  used  Butler's  Analogij  in  teach- 
ing during  the  past  year ;  but  with  reference  to  text-books 
in  this  and  in  other  departments,  it  is  proposed  to  make  a 
fair  trial  before  asking  their  formal  iotroduction  into  the 
Course  of  Studies. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ANCIENT  AND  OF  MODERN  LANGUAGES. 

The  work  that  is  earnestly  and  intelligently  attempted 
in  this  Department  meets  the  hindrance  of  insufficient  pre- 
paration. Students  for  the  Scientiflc  Course  often  lack 
preparatory  training  in  Modern  Languages ;  and  in  Classical 
Studies  it  were  well  could  one  leave  to  preparatory  schools, 
much  of  what  has  formed  a  part  of  the  usual  course  in 
American  Colleges.  The  paper  read  by  Dr.  Tayler  Lewis 
before  the  University  Convocation,  and  requested  by  that 
Body  for  publication  (extracts  from  which  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix),  presents  it  is  believed  the  true  position  with 
reference  to  Classical  studies.  The  title  of  the  paper  gives 
the  conclusion  of  the  argument. 

With  certain  simple  readjustments  in  the  order  of  teach- 
ing, and  lectures,  we  have  here  admirable  facilities  for  in- 
struction in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Oriental  languages  and  in 
preparatory  training. 

Your  attention  is  asked  to  the  suggestions  made  in  the 
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report  of  the  Professor  of  Modern  Languages  to  be  found 
in  the  Appendix,  which  I  trust  will  receive  merited  and 
thoughtful  consideration. 

PREPARATORY  DEPARTMENT. 
In  connection  with  the  needs  of  the  Department  of  Lan- 
guages, it  should  be  noted  that  while  the  College  is  repre- 
sented in  a  department  of  our  Union  School,  it  yet  needs  a 
more  complete  arrangement  for  preparatory  training  than 
has  been  thus  far  attainable.  Steps  are  being  taken  towards 
supplementing  our  present  facilities  efficiently,  and  if  pos- 
sible, promptly.  The  subject  is  one  in  which  the  citizens 
of  Schenectady  audits  vicinity  as  well  as  the  representatives 
of  the  College  are  vitally  interested. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HISTORY  AND  LITERATURE. 
I  ask  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  comparative  value 
of  the  study  of  History  has  been  overlooked. 

Rhetorical  studies  and  more  especially  rhetorical  exer- 
cises, are  engaged  in,  by  the  students  with  evidently  in- 
creasing ardor.  The  report  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
presents  several  valuable  suggestions.  In  view  of  the  need 
of  a  Reading  Room,  and  a  collection  of  books  of  reference, 
it  is  hoped  that  money  so  lavishly  expended  in  self-indul- 
gent luxury,  may  be  furnished  with  liberality,  for  these 
admirable,  and  most  useful  objects.  The  report  gives  a 
clear  insight  into  the  working  of  the  prizes  already  esta- 
blished, and  claims  that  in  view  of  their  stimulating  effect, 
additional  ones  might  well  be  founded. 

History,  and  especially  American  history,  has  been  hitherto 
neglected  in  the  assignment  of  studies.  I  have  this  year 
reintroduced  the  study  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Senior  Class  ;  purposing  speedily  to  secure  a 
complete  course  in  History,  by  means  both  of  recitations 
and  lectures.  The  proposed  arrangement  of  elective  studies 
will  make  this  practicable.    But  ultimately  we  should  have, 
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in  view  of  the  needs  of  Journalists  and  others,  a  distinct 
course  in  Literature,  with  an  appropriate  degree.  With  a 
larger  number  of  students  the  College  would  need  an  addi- 
tional Professor  in  charge  of  this  Department. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LA.W. 

The  establishment  of  a  Law  School  connected  with  the 
College,  was  a  design  cherished  by  Chancellor  Kent  and 
later  by  Chancellor  Walworth.  Prominent  members  of 
the  Bar  have  expressed  their  approval  of  prompt  action  in 
this  direction,  and  have  promised  their  personal  aid.  I 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  committee 
to  take  action  in  the  premises. 

It  is  important  that  Undergraduates  should  receive  in- 
struction of  a  practical  nature  in  the  Laws  of  their  Country. 
By  means  of  a  text-book  and  lectures,  instruction  of  this  cha- 
racter has  as  far  as  practicable  been  given  during  the  past 
year.  The  Eesident  Graduate  for  whose  gratuitous  labors 
we  are  indebted,  has  received  the  unanimous  and  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  those  thus  under  instruction. 

UNION  UNIVERSITY  LECTURE  COURSE. 

We  have  promise  of  assistance  here  from  eminent  men 
not  in  residence.  We  only  lack  the  needed  donation  or 
appropriation.  Before  the  days  of  rail  roads.  Colleges 
needed  to  congregate  about  a  common  centre,  in  order  that, 
while  each  was  complete  in  itself  for  its  subordinate  work, 
all  might  participate  in  the  enjoyment  of  special  lecture 
courses,  and  other  like  advantages.  But  now  the  telegraph 
may  summon,  and  the  rail  roads  bring  within  the  reach  of 
each  separate  Institution,  many  of  these  advantages  before 
dependent  upon  centralization.  Possibly  fifty  years  hence, 
population  continuing  its  present  rate  of  increase,  it  will 
be  found,  that  our  numerous  and  scattered  Colleges  have 
not  been  less  useful,  than  if  they  had  been  congregated 
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about  one  or  two  conspicuous  centres;  since  many  dif- 
ferent communities  have  thus  enjoyed  the  presence  of 
literary  institutions.  Wishing  God  speed  to  all,  may  we 
not  believe  that  there  is  an  important  work  for  each  ?  But 
if  there  be  danger  in  the  multiplication  of  new  and  strug- 
gling institutions,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  founda- 
tion of  Union  College,  upon  which  we  are  called  to  build, 
dates  back  to  the  previous  century. 

Should  it  be  said  that  Institutions  heretofore  known  as 
colle2:es  must  advance  and  become  akin  to  universities 
abroad,  or  must  fall  back  to  fill,  as  higher  academjes  and 
technical  schools,  positions  of  important  but  more  restricted 
usefulness,  the  reply  is,  that  the  future  of  this  Institution 
should  not  belie  the  ideal  entertained  in  the  past. 

Its  endowments  and  traditions  demand  that  it  should 
be  eminent  for  usefulness  among  the  leading  colleges ;  or, 
if  a  much  abused  title  is  to  prevail,  then  that  Union  Univer- 
sity should  hold  equal  rank  with  other  universities  so  called. 
Yet  many  like  the  old  name,  and  think  that  of  university, 
as  used  in  this  country  in  some  measure  unmeaning,  if  not 
deceptive.  This  Institution  has  a  valid  claim,  not  only  upon 
its  alumni  and  friends,  but  upon  the  state,  whose  represent- 
atives are  members,  ex  officio^  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

While  the  College  has  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  yet, 
all  things  considered,  the  condition  of  this  department  is 
lamentable.  There  is  little  encouragement  to  the  Librarian 
to  complete  the  Catalogue  and  to  seek  additions,  when  many 
volumes  are  packed  away  for  want  of  space,  and  when  the 
provision  as  to  library  room,  etc.,  is  neither  safe  nor  perma- 
nent. Were  there  a  secure  place  for  their  keeping,  we  could 
readily  obtain  a  noble  collection  of  books,  open  both  to 
students  of  the  College,  to  residents  of  the  city  and  neighbor- 
hood, and  under  certain  restrictions  to  the  public  at  large. 
Here  surely  should  be  the  centre  of  educational  influence 
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and  of  literary  culture.  We  have  an  admirable  site  for  a 
structure  detached  from  the  other  buildings,  conspicuous, 
and  accessible.  A  gift  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars  would  secure  an  indestructible  building,  susceptible 
of  additions  when  necessary  by  wings.  As  a  perennial  source 
of  blessing  it  should  bear  the  name  and  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  donor.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  needed 
Boarding  Club  Building,  corresponding  to  the  Library  in 
style,  and  in  symmetry  of  situation,  as  related  to  the  central 
building. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  reports  that,  notwithstanding  economical 
management,  expenses  are  yet  in  excess  of  income.  As 
expenses  cannot  well  be  reduced,  there  is  evident  need  that 
the  work  of  Endowment  be  pressed  forward.  By  direction  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  a 
Student's  Aid  Fund,  the  Registrar  will,  as  far  as  practicable, 
keep  in  communication  with  those  who  have  received,  or 
may  hereafter  receive  aid,  in  securing  their  education.  The 
College  has  great  need,  as  has  been  elsewhere  indicated,  of 
funds  for  the  relief  of  necessitous  and  deserving  students, 
who  are  often  unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  board,  clothing, 
etc.  Numbers  are  lost  to  us,  and  others  endanger  their 
health  in  the  struggle.  It  is  not  here  necessary  to  take  up 
matters  of  finance  in  detail,  as  they  are  further  considered 
under  the  head  of  Endowment,  and  as  they  are  clearly  pre- 
sented in  the  Treasurer's  Report.  Lands  held  for  a  rise," 
may  increase  in  value,  but  considering  the  cost  of  develop- 
ment, taxes,  loss  of  interest,  etc.,  is  the  accruing  profit 
likely  to  be  greater,  than  the  increase  in  amount  of  an 
equivalent  sum  of  money,  placed  at  compound  interest  ? 
I  question  if  it  be  right,  even  with  such  an  end  in  view,  to 
set  aside  funds  designed  for  the  annual  use  of  the  College, 
and  at  a  time  when  it  is  injuriously  cramped  in  its  resources 
(I  refer  to  the  deficit  noted  in  the  Treasurer's  Report) 
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although,  in  some  indefinite  future,  its  income  should 
thereby  be  considerably  augmented. 

Fees  for  tuition  and  room  rent  should  soon  be  raised  to  an 
amount  more  nearly  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  what  is  given 
in  return ;  while  they  should  be  remitted  (in  w^hole  or  in 
part)  in  all  cases  where  there  are  need  and  desert. 

I  recommend  that  legal  forms  of  Bequest  and  Donation 
be  procured  by  the  Treasurer  to  be  hereafter  printed 
upon  documents  prepared  for  circulation. 

ENDOWMENT. 

In  addition  to  its  parks,  buildings,  prizes,  etc.,  and  to  its 
moderate  free  tuition  and  professorial  funds,  theEndowment 
of  the  College  is  mainly  comprised  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Nott Trust  Fund.  Thisfand  is  confined  to  specific  uses,  and 
atbest,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  Report,  is  insufla- 
cient  to  support  those  expenses  of  the  College  (even  upon  its 
present  basis)  now  necessarily  charged  to  its  account. 

The  evident  design  of  this  endowment  was  to  add  special 
Lecture  courses,  and  other  like  advantages  to  those  which 
were  already  possessed  by  the  College.  But  the  increased 
cost  of  living  and  the  necessary  increase  in  salaries,  current 
expenses,  etc.,  together  with  the  expenses  involved  in  de- 
veloping the  lands  at  Hunter's  Point,  render  it  evident, 
that  the  experience  of  the  past  will,  in  the  main,  be  that  of 
the  future.  The  nominal  increase  in  the  value  of  the  said 
endowment  is  fully  compensated  by  the  increased  cost  of  all 
things  which  the  College  needs.  If  (in  addition  to  those 
provided  during  the  Donor's  life,  and  by  this  endowment), 
signal  and  superior  advantages  are  to  be  possessed  by  the 
College  in  the  future,  beyond  those  of  the  present  or  the 
past,  then  we  are  forced  to  the  following  conclusions. 
Considering  the  condition  and  the  amount  of  this  Trust  and 
of  all  others  yet  received,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
magnificent  sums  in  grants,  donations,  and  bequests  now 
being  received  by  other  leading  Institutions,  multiplying 
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vastly  their  facilities  each  year^  Union,  not  to  be  left  far 
behind,  must  receive  as  supplemental  to  her  present  foundation, 
gifts  and  bequests  in  some  measure  correspondent  to  her  needs 
and  to  the  number  and  ability  of  her  friends. 

The  first  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  new  En- 
dowment may  be  regarded  as  provided  for.  But  appara- 
tus, previously  ordered  or  (as  soon  as  practicable)  to  be 
secured ;  and  buildings  and  improvements  (during  the  pre- 
sent year),  completed  or  now  in  progress,  will  require  the 
expenditure  of  the  whole  amount. 

There  are  many  pressing  needs  which  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived attention.  Permit  me  to  suggest  thatleaving  the  En- 
dowment first  projected  and  above  referred  to,  in  the  charge 
of  those  to  whom  it  was  at  the  outset  entrusted,  we  now 
advance  to  secure,  as  a  further  endowment,  a  second  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  assigning  to  Agents  ap- 
pointed, or  to  each  Alumni  Association,  some  specific  sum  or 
object  (which  the  latter  may  elect),  upon  which  to  concen- 
trate eflforts  and  contributions. 

In  times  past,  where  subscriptions  or  implied  promises 
have  been  made  in  our  behalf,  the  propriety  of  prompt 
collection  has  been  overlooked,  causing  a  loss  of  "  interest" 
in  as  well  as  to  the  college  ;  and  a  diminution  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  subscription,  if  not  of  principle  on  the  part  of 
the  subscriber.  Words  of  encouragement,  and  implied 
pledges  are  surely  not  less  binding  in  honor,  than  are 
actual  subscriptions,  in  law.  But  time  often  efi'aces  the 
memory  of  good  intended,  if  it  be  not  promptly  achieved. 

The  following  are  prominent  among  immediate  needs; 
and  are  therefore  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject of  endowment : 

Ist.  A  fire-proof  Library  building. 

2d.  A  Boarding  Club  building. 

3d.  A  remodeling  of  old  buildings,  etc. 

4th.  A  Gymnasium. 

5th.  Scholarships  and  fellowships  bearing  the  names  of 
donors,  designed  for  deserving  and  necessitous  students, 
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and  yielding  aid  in  addition  to  free  tuition  and  room  rent 
now  given. 

6th.  Foundations  for  special  lectures,  prizes,  etc. 

7th.  Gifts  for  memorial  windows,  organ,  furniture,  etc., 
for  the  new  chapel. 

8th.  Books,  maps,  apparatus,  and  other  objects  named 
in  Reports  of  Departments  together  with  additions  to  the 
Museums. 

THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATIONS. 

From  the  Senior  Professor  we  learn  much  of  interest  and 
importance  with  reference  to  the  meetings  of  the  Alumni. 
Their  filial  ardor  has  been  enkindled  to  good  purpose,  as 
appears  in  many  cheering  resolutions,  and  will  doubtless 
take  shape,  in  the  future,  in  substantial  benefit  to  the  College. 
Their  meetings  and  greetings  encourage  us  in  our  work. 
I  recommend  that  each  Alumni  Association  take  up  some 
one  definite  object,  or  set  of  related  objects,  upon  which 
the  efforts  and  contributions  of  the  members,  may  be  con- 
centrated. 

CURATORS  OF  COLLEGE  PARKS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

A  Committee  on  College  Parks  was  appointed  some 
years  since  in  connection  with  an  oflered  donation.  Sub- 
stantially, the  same  committee  is  herewith  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  Board,  and  denominated  Curators  of  Col- 
lege Parks,  Grounds  and  Buildings,  in  view  of  suggestions 
accompanying  the  increase  of  the  sum  first  ofiered. 

The  donation  above  referred  to,  will  now  be  doubled  and 
applied  immediately  to  another  object,  upon  compliance 
with  certain  conditions.  The  plan  will  secure  the  perpetual 
care  of  the  College  parks  and  buildings  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  Curators,  and  the  setting  off"  of  certain 
out-lying  real  estate,  to  form  the  necessary  fund,  and 
the  marking  out  of  lines  including  one  hundred  acres, 
within  which  the  parks  are  to  be  developed.    Dr.  Jackson 
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has  offered  his  valuable  assistance  and  the  names  of  the 
other  Curators  fully  guaranty  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  work  now  undertaken.  Confining  our  efforts  within 
reasonable  limits,  a  very  moderate  outlay  will  give  us,  it  is 
believed,  parks  unrivalled  and  long  ago  projected  as  most 
appropriate  if  not  essential  to  the  Institution.  To  our  pre- 
sent buildings  and  all  new  buildings  will  be  thus  secured 
perpetual  supervision  and  repair. 

In  the  development  of  the  real  estate,  more  particularly 
the  portion  assigned  to  the  Curators  for  sale,  unusual  facili- 
ties would  be  enjoyed,  the  Engineering  department  being 
fully  competent  to  render  all  needed  service.  Accounts 
would  be  kept  and  documents  prepared  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Registrar,  thus  giving  additional  employment 
the  need  of  which  (in  consequence  of  diminished  numbers) 
has  been  felt  and  expressed. 

Upon  application  from  several  of  the  Departments  and 
from  Students,  I  recommend  the  introduction  of  water 
to  the  College  buildings,  and  to  the  Professors'  residences, 
where  desired ;  so  also  the  introduction  of  gas,  and  all  other 
improvements  needed,  as  promptly  as  may  be  practicable. 

BUILDING  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  NOW  IN  PROGRESS. 

The  educational  needs  of  the  future  as  well  as  of  the 
present  age,  in  many  parts  of  our  rapidly  growing  country, 
are  being  providentially  anticipated.  Union  stands  almost 
alone  in  lacking,  until  very  lately,  evidences  of  that  liberal 
regard,  manifested  elsewhere  during  recent  years  in  the 
foundation  or  endowment  of  many  educational  institutions. 

Although  many  years  have  elapsed,  the  first  expenditure 
at  the  College  of  a  gift,  since  that  of  the  late  Mr.  E.  C. 
Delavan,  of  equal  amount,  is  here  recorded.  It  has  been 
expended  as  directed  in  adding  one  to  the  number  of 
residences  for  members  of  the  Faculty.  It  is  proposed 
that  each  donation  bear  the  name  of  the  donor,  and  thus 
with  this  residence  now  completed  and  occupied. 
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Next  in  order  of  progress  comes  the  great  Central  Build- 
ing. Under  the  direction  of  the  Architect  appointed  some 
years  since  by  the  Alumni,  it  stands  npon  the  old  founda- 
tions. Conforming  in  general  to  the  original  plan,  it 
will  furnish  ample  work  rooms,  offices,  etc.,  on  the  ground 
lloor.  In  the  stories  above,  it  will  give  needed  accommoda- 
tion to  the  Engineering  department  of  the  College,  and 
aflbrd  also  a  beautiful  Chapel,  and  a  large  Lecture  room 
and  Museum,  as  well  as  a  room  for  the  debates  and  banquets 
of  the  Alumni.  Two  Graduates  of  the  College  unite  (upon 
the  fulfillment  of  certain  simple  conditions)  in  furnishing 
the  amount  ($40,000)  required  to  put  the  building  under 
roof.  With  other  liberal  offerings  the  Institution  could 
be  grandly  equipped  for  her  work. 

The  labor  of  remodelling  and  improving  the  old  build- 
ings, etc.,  has  begun  and  will  be  continued  as  funds  may  be 
provided.  Graduates  maybe  interested  in  contributing  to 
renovate  their  old  rooms,  sections  or  colleges. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  recorded,  that  the  stu- 
dents have,  by  a  unanimous  resolution,  expressed  their 
determination  to  manifest  and  encourage  respect  for,  and 
appreciative  care  in  the  use  of,  the  added  advantages  pro- 
posed;  including  all  future  improvements  in  the  College 
grounds  and  buildings,  etc. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  defer  to  some  future  year  and  until  experience  shall 
have  ripened,  the  extended  discussion  of  topics  which  other- 
wise might  with  propriety  have  been  presented  here.  'Not  to 
be  misunderstood  however,  let  me  say  that  education  is,  in 
my  judgment  a  thing  apart  from,  and  superior  to,  its  mere 
a[)pliances.  These  appliances,  however,  must  improve  as 
society  advances  in  culture  and  wealth.  Topics  of  study  must 
be  modified  and  arranged,  in  correspondence  with  the  needs 
of  those  seeking  education.  In  accordance  with  this  princi- 
ple Union  College  was  early  in  the  field  with  Elective  and 
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Scientific  Courses.  But  departments  of  study  the  most 
varied,  buildings  and  endowments  and  gifts  the  most  numer- 
ous and  ample,  are  but  tools,  necessary  for,  yet  subordinate  to, 
a  superior  end.  That  sublime  end,  we  shall,  by  God's  help, 
endeavor  to  pursue.  It  forbids  us  to  seek  numbers  as  of 
first  importance,  or  a  transient  and  delusive  success,  at  the 
expense  of  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Institution  and  its 
pupils.  In  receiving  the  formal  charge  of  the  College  at 
my  inauguration,  its  total  number  of  students  scarcely  ex- 
ceeds that  of  a  single  class  in  the  days  when  some  of  us  were 
students.  A  decline,  long  in  progress  cannot  immediately 
be  arrested  ;  and  in  any  case  there  are  other  objects  attain- 
able and  of  superior  importance.  The  Examiners  who  have 
in  recent  years  reported  the  results  of  their  observations, 
testify  to  a  steady  advance  in  the  standard  of  scholarship 
and  discipline.  Improvement  in  whatever  is  of  real  and 
lasting  value :  for  this,  we  are  all  earnestly  and  unitedly 
laboring.  We  deprecate,  then,  impatience  for  results 
merely  numerical ;  we  ask  all  friends  of  the  Institution  and 
of  Education  to  aid  us  in  advancing  the  cause  of  sound 
learning  and  religion,  as  well  as  in  adding  to  the  number 
of  those  who  shall  enjoy  these  educational  advantages. 

In  closing  this  formal  report,  I  would  record  my  appreci- 
ation of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  election  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  its  endorsement  by  the  Faculty, 
the  Alumni,  and  the  friends  of  the  College. 

Emotions  deep  and  tender  are  stirred,  by  memories  which 
rise  unbidden,  and  by  the  sacredness  of  the  ties  which  bind 
me  to  my  post.  In  accepting  the  trust  under  a  sense  of 
responsibility  at  times  overwhelming,  I  rely  upon  the  Di- 
vine Source  of  all  strength  and  wisdom ;  and  turn  confidently 
to  the  ofiicers  and  friends  of  the  Institution  whose  assu- 
rances of  cooperation  have  been  most  cordial. 

Founded  in  1795,  the  College  has  already  entered  upon 
the  last  quarter  of  its  First  Century.  May  the  Centennial 
Celebration  disclose  facts  honorable  to  all  who  are  related  to 
our  Alma  Mater,  and  to  Educational  interests.    The  Institu- 
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tion  cannot  die :  its  present  Endowments,  though  insufficient 
for  its  needs,  are  yet  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  the 
prediction  of  its  long  continuance.  Let  us  give  to  it,  then, 
a  generous  and  healthful  life.  Let  no  possible  personal 
effort,  and  no  reasonable  anaount  of  liberality  be  wanting, 
to  impart  to  it  enduring  and  ever  increasing  usefulness  and 
prosperity.  May  the  record  of  facts  prove  that  we  have 
all  left  our  lasting  mark  for  good,  upon  the  career  of  an 
Institution  for  whose  welfare  we  are  each,  in  some  measure, 
responsible. 

Signed,  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter, 

President. 

Union  College,  May  20th,  1872. 
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I. 

In  couipliance  with  the  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
President's  Report  was  submitted  in  May.  The  request  that  it 
be  printed  in  advance  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  was  had 
in  view.  Its  issue  notwithstanding  has  been  delayed  awaiting  modi- 
fications in  the  Reports  of  Departments.  The  following  are  the 
Committees  appointed  by  the  Senior  Member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees : 

To  the  Finance  Committee,  are  referred  all  requests  for  appro- 
priations, etc. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Halley,  Jas.  Brown,  Esq.,  Hon.  R.  M. 
Blatchford,  are  referred  the  suggestions  as  to  instruction  in  His- 
tory, etc. ;  the  needed  Library  Building  and  Boarding  Club  Building ; 
and  improvements  desirable  in  the  old  building. 

To  the  Hon.  Platt  Potter,  Hon.  W m.  F.  Allen,  Hon.  Wm. 
W.  Campbell,  are  referred  the  suggestions  as  to  Instructions  in  Law, 
the  Law  School,  etc. ;  with  the  request  that  they  will  report  as  to  the 
eligibility  of  persons  non-resident  in  the  state  to  membership  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

To  the  committee  named  as  Curators,  namely,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Backus,  Prof.  Jackson,  S.T.  Benedict,  Esq.,  Hon.  C.  C.  Nott, 
Howard  Potter,  Esq.,  J.  H.  Warren,  Esq.,  the  President  of 
the  College,  ex-officio^  is  referred  the  carrying  out  of  proposed  im- 
provements of  College  parks  and  buildings,  upon  the  consent  of  the 
Board  to  the  pending  arrangement. 

To  the  President,  E.  Winslow  Paige,  Esq.,  J.  A.  De  Remer, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Backus,  the  Preparatory  Department. 

To  the  Trustees  elected  by  the  Alumni  and  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Alumni  Associations  are  referred  all  suggestions  as  to  Endowments. 

The  above  comprise  the  committees  thus  far  appointed  under  the 
resolution. 
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n. 

Report  of  the  Engineering  Department. 

Schenectady,  N,  Y.,  May  29th,  1872. 
To  E.  N.  Potter,  D.D.,  President  of  Union  College  : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  concerning  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Civil  Engineer- 
ing department. 

The  number  of  students  is  increasing.  The  class  which  entered 
the  present  term  is  the  largest  that  ever  entered  the  department. 

The  preparation  of  those  applying  for  admission  is  better  than 
in  previous  years,  and  the  work  by  the  students,  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality,  is  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  heretofore  required. 

The  engineering  library  contains  about  two  thousand  volumes 
exclusive  of  pamphlets,  and  about  one  thousand  drawings.  The 
engineering  students  have  access  to  the  library  for  reference  and 
study,  and  its  value  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  In  order  to 
keep  up  the  library  with  the  advance  of  science,  and  to  render  it 
still  more  useful,  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  certain  sum  should  be 
appropriated  yearly  for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  Cost  of  books 
most  needed  at  present,  $50.  The  engineering  students  support 
a  reading  room,  and  keep  it  tolerably  well  supplied  with  scientific 
periodicals. 

The  collection  of  models  in  descriptive  geometry  and  stereotomy  is 
very  complete.  The  most  important  part  of  these  is  what  is  known 
as  the  Olivier  Collection. 

"  This  consists  of  about  fifty  models,  representing  the  most  im- 
portant and  complicated  ruled-surfaces  of  descriptive  geometry, 
particularly  warped  or  twisted  surfaces.!  Their  directrices  are 
represented  by  brass  bars,  straight  or  curved,  to  which  are  attached 
silk  threads  representing  the  elements,  or  successive  positions  of 
the  generatrices  of  the  surfaces.  Each  of  these  threads  has  a 
weight  suspended  by  it  so  as  always  to  make  it  a  straight  line. 
These  weights  are  contained  in  boxes  sustaining  the  directrices  and 
their  standards.  The  bars  are  moveable  in  various  directions, 
carrying  with  them  the  threads  still  stretched  straight  by  the 


^  The  descriptiou  of  these  models  is  from  Prof.  Gillespie's  Catalogue. 
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weights  in  every  position  they  may  take ;  so  that  the  forms  and 
natures  of  the  surfaces  which  they  constitute  are  continually 
changing,  while  they  always  remain  *  ruled-surfaces/  In  this 
way  a  plane  is  transformed  into  a  paraboloid,  a  cylinder  into  a  hy- 
perboloid,  &c. 

"  These  models  were  invented  by  the  lamented  Theodore  Olivier, 
while  professor  of  descriptive  geometry  at  the  Conservatoire  des 
Arts  et  Metiers^  in  Paris. ^  One  set  of  them  is  now  deposited  there, 
and  a  second  is  in  the  Conservatory  of  Madrid.  Copies  of  some  of 
them  are  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  polytechnic  schools  of  Grer- 
many.  The  Union  College  set  is  the  original  collection  of  the  in- 
ventor, having  been  made  in  part  by  his  own  hands,  and  after  his 
death  in  1853,  retained  by  his  widow  till  bought  from  her  by 
Professor  Grillespie,  in  1855.  It  is  more  complete  than  that  in  the 
Paris  Conservatoire.  It  may  be  worth  noticing  that  the  silvered 
plates  on  the  boxes,  reading  '  Invente  par  Theodore  Olivier,'  &c., 
were  added  by  Madame  Olivier,  after  the  purchase,  at  her  own  ex- 
pense, as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  her  husband;  her  own  words 
being  't/e  tenais  d,  ce  que  chaque  instrument  portdt  le  nom  du  savant 
dont  la  reputation  passer  a  d  la  posterite.' 

"  At  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  M.  Olivier,  these  models  were  thus 
spoken  of  by  M.  Peligot:  '  The  Conservatory  owes  to  M.  Olivier  a 
magnificent  collection  of  models  in  relief  of  descriptive  geometry; 
models  lending  themselves  with  a  marvellous  facility  to  the  geome- 
trical generation  of  surfaces,  and  facilitating  in  the  highest  degree 
the  teaching  of  that  science.  These  models  may  be  considered  as 
the  creation  of  our  colleague.  Gaspard  Monge  has  indeed  made 
some  models  of  silk  threads,  at  the  time  of  the  foundation  *of 
the  Polytechnic  School,  but  these  were  fixed  and  invariable  in 
form,  as  were  also  those  afterwards  executed  by  Brocchi.  From 
1830,  M.  Olivier  had  thought  of  having  constructed  for  his  lec- 
tures models  of  silk  threads  which  should  be  moveable,  so  that 
the  surface  represented  by  the  model  could  be  modified  in  its  form, 
and  so  too  that  one  surface  could  be  transformed  into  another  of  a 
difi'erent  kind.  This  project  he  executed  for  the  Conservatory  with 
admirable  care,  economy  and  patience.    This  collection,  unique  in 


'  Of  liim,  liis  successor  (M.  De  la  Qournicrio)  writes,  "  The  recent  ad- 
vances of  descrii)tive  freomatry  arc  almost  entirely  summed  up  in  his  labors." 
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its  kindj  is  assuredly  one  of  the  most  precious  of  the  Conservatory, 
and  is  envied  by  all  the  foreign  professors  who  come  to  visit  our 
galleries." 

"  Among  the  most  remarkable  peculiarities  of  these  models  is  their 
experimental  demonstration  of  various  important  theorems  of  Higher 
Geometry ;  as  also  their  suggestion  of  greatly  enlarged  views  of  the 
near  r^elationship  of  seemingly  dissimilar  geometrical  forms,  if  not 
their  essential  identity;  since  the  movements  which  the  various 
parts  admit,  cause  one  surface  gradually  to  pass  into  another  as  in 
a  '  dissolving  view ; '  so  that,  for  example,  a  plane  is  seen  to  be 
only  a  particular  case,  or  '  limit,'  of  '  a  hyperbolic  paraboloid ; 
a  cylinder  and  a  cone  to  be  only  extreme  cases  of  '  a  hyperboloid 
of  one  sheet, '  &c. 

"At  the  same  time  the  singular  beauty  of  form  and  color  which 
the  models  possess,  arouse  the  admiration  of  those  entirely  ignorant 
of  their  mathematical  attractions.'' 

The  other  models  in  ihis  section  are  : 

Prof.  Bardin's  (Paris)  plaster  models  (seventy)  of  the  intersec- 
tions of  prisms,  pyramids,  cylinders,  cones,  &c. ; 

Schroeder's  (Darmstadt)  models  (twenty)  of  elementary  DESCRIP- 
TIVE GEOMETRY.  The  planes  of  projection  are  in  wood,  and  the 
lines  and  surfaces  in  metal ; 

Stone  Cutting  models,  (twenty)  in  plaster,  selected  from  those 
of  V Ecole  Foly technique,  Paris ; 

Prof.  Bardin's  models,  (ten)  in  plaster,  of  oblique  arches. 

Groined  and  cloistered  arch  models  (ten)  in  wood  and  plaster, 
models  of  structures  in  stone,  consisting  of  bridges,  culverts,  &c. 

Of  the  other  models  in  the  collection  the  principal  ones  are 
these  : 

French  and  German  plaster  models  (ten)  for  topographical 
MAPPING,  showing  the  contour  lines,  hatchings,  shades  and  colors ; 

The  five  orders  of  architecture,  from  U Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts, 
Paris. 

Mr.  Doyne's  dynamometer  bridge-model,  showing  the  in- 
crease of  the  vertical  strain  from  the  middle  of  a  bridge  to  the  ends  ; 

Models  of  existing  railroad  bridges  on  various  systems. 

Models  of  roof  trusses,  arranged  for  using  the  dynamometer  to 
show  the  diflFerent  stresses;  models  of  fortifications,  illustrating 
Yauban's  system  ;  a  model  of  Mont  Cenis  Pass  in  plaster. 
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The  following  are  the  principal  field  instruments  :  An  engineer's 
transit ;  a  solar  compass ;  a  prismatic  compass ;  a  surveyor's  compass  ; 
a  Y  level,  and  other  patterns,  known  as  Troughton's,  Egault's, 
Lenoir's  and  Burnier's ;  a  sextant ;  a  quadrant ;  and  a  barometer. 

The  additions  to  the  apparatus  during  the  past  year  were :  A 
marine  chronometer,  made  by  Dent,  London   $200.00 

Drawing  instruments  for  class  room   15.00 

Total  $215.00 

Several  of  the  field  instruments  need  repairing.  Probable  cost 
about  $50. 

The  additions  to  the  apparatus  which  are  most  needed  are  a 
surveyor's  transit,  and  a  plane  table  of  the  pattern  used  on  the 
United  States  coast  survey. 

The  need  of  more  commodious  and  suitable  rooms  for  the  accom- 
modation and  preservation  of  the  instruments,  models,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  the  department,  is  very  urgent.  The  rooms  now  used  are 
not  large  enough,  and  are  otherwise  unfitted  for  the  proper  care  of 
the  apparatus,  drawings  and  books  contained  in  them.  A  recitation 
room  with  more  black  board  surface,  and  a  suitable  drawing  room, 
are  also  very  much  needed.  The  proposed  two  years  preparatory 
course  will  enable  students  in  the  scientific  course  to  enter  with  still 
greater  advantage  upon  the  course  in  engineering.  It  is  desirable 
that  engineering  students  should,  equally  with  students  in  other  de- 
partments, enjoy  the  advantages  of  free  tuition  when  necessary,  etc. 

As  an  index  of  what  the  school  has  done,  and  the  positions  taken 
by  its  graduates,  reference  is  made  to  the  catalogue  of  alumni  ac- 
companying this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Staley, 

Professor  of  Civil  Engineering. 

Ill, 

Report  on  the  Department  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

During  the  last  two  years  important  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  apparatus  in  this  department.    These  additions  have  been  fur- 
nished ffertly  from  the  funds  of  the  College,  but  chiefly  from  money 
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generously  contributed  bj  several  graduates  of  the  College.  The 
gentlemen  who  have  contributed  for  this  object  are  : 

Names.  Class.  Residences. 

Wm.  H.  H.  Moore   1844    New  York. 

Wm.  A.  Whitbeck   1846    do 

Hon.  C.  N.  Potter   1842    do 

Howard  Potter   1846    do 

S.  B.  Brownell   1852    do 

H.  R.  Pierson   1846    Albany. 

LemoQ  Thompson   1850    do 

Hamilton  Harris     1841    do 

Hon.  A.  H.  Rice   1844    Boston. 

Henry  C.  Potter   1841    East  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Hon.  R.  Earl   1845    Herkimer. 

A.  E.  Stevens   1840    Dayton,  Ohio. 


The  cordiality  with  which  these  contributions,  making  a  total  of 
about  $5,000,  have  been  made,  is  most  gratifying,  and  for  the  greatly 
increased  means  of  experimental  illustration  thereby  secured,  the 
thanks  of  the  College  and  of  myself  are  specially  due. 

The  new  apparatus  has  been  obtained  mainly  from  London  and 
Paris.  Some  of  the  pieces  for  illustrating  several  branches  of  natural 
philosophy  may  be  enumerated: 

In  Electricity.  Thompson's  divided  ring  electrometer  ;  Do  reflect- 
ing galvanometer;  Wheatstone's  bridge  ;  British  Association  stand- 
ard unit  of  resistance  ]  positive  and  negative  electrophorus ;  Holtz 
machine,  by  Ruhmkorff ;  Grove's  galvanic  battery  of  40  elements  ; 
small  induction  coil,  giving  spark  of  2  inches,  by  Ruhmkorff ;  large 
do  with  interrupter  giving  spark  of  17  inches;  battery  of  4  jars  en 
cascade  for  the  large  coil  ;  Chester  battery  of  8  large  elements  for  do  ; 
Bunsen  galvanic  battery  of  60  elements;  Foucault's  electric  lamp; 
collection  of  Geissler  tubes ;  magneto-electric  machine  ;  Morse  re- 
gister ;  and  relay  magnet. 

In  Light.  Porte  lumi^re;  Duboscq's  magic  lantern,  adapted  to 
the  use  of  either  the  electric  or  lime  light ;  Marcey's  sciopticon  ;  com- 
plete photDgraphic  apparatus;  circle  for  demonstrating  the  laws  of 
reflection,  refraction,  polarization,  etc. ;  Duboscq's  apparatus  for  pro- 
jecting upon  a  screen  all  the  phenomena  of  double  refraction  and  pol- 
arization ;  solar  microscope  with  collection  of  objects ;  prism  for  the 
limiting  angle;  equilateral  flint  glass  prism;  hollow  prTsm  with 
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compartments  for  different  liquids  ;  polyprism  ;  mounted  achromatic 
lens;  three  bisulphide  of  carbon  lenses;  total  reflection  fountain. 

I7i  Heat.  Kuhmkorff's  thermoelectric  multiplier  and  pile  ;  line 
pile  for  showing  calorific  spectrum  ;  collection  of  plates  for  diather- 
mancy ;  apparatus  of  Despretz  for  conduction ;  apparatus  of  Gay 
Lussac  for  tension  of  vapors ;  apparatus  of  Senarmont  for  the  con- 
duction of  heat  in  crystals;  thermometer  with  reservoir;  weight 
thermometer;  wet  bulb  hygrometer;  Breguet's  metallic  thermometer; 
differential  thermometer  ;  apparatus  of  Tralles  for  maximum  den- 
sity of  water;  set  of  balls  of  different  metals  for  specific  heat;  fire 
syringes  of  brass  and  of  glass;  Regnault's  hypsometer. 

In  Acoustics  —  From  Konig  of  Paris  :  Mouth  pieces  of  several 
instruments ;  model  of  locomotive  whistle ;  set  of  10  diapasons  with 
resonant  cases;  set  of  19  Helmholtz  resonators;  double  sirene 
of  Helmholtz;  five  diapasons  with  resonators  for  the  vowel  sounds  ; 
large  soufflerie  for  organ  pipes  and  sirene ;  sixty-four  organ  pipes 
for  demonstrating  theory  of  vibrating  air  columns;  sonometer  with 
8  cords;  apparatus  of  Melde  for  vibrating  cords ;  Konig's  new  appa- 
ratus for  interference,  shown  by  manometric  flames ;  sets  of  plates  for 
acoustic  figures ;  ear  and  speaking  trumpets;  Dr.  Auzoux's  models 
of  the  ear  and  the  larynx ;  beautiful  wire  coil  for  showing  the 
mode  in  which  both  light  and  sound  waves  are  propagated,  presented 
by  Blake  Brothers,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

An  order  for  the  payment  of  duty  and  freight  on  the  apparatus 
purchased  has  been  given  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  so  that  the 
money  contributed  may  be  employed  in  the  purchase  only  of  appa- 
ratus. 

To  facilitate  the  use  of  the  apparatus  in  experiments  the  college 
has  also  provided  a  set  of  supports,  variable  in  height,  two  tanks 
lined  with  lead  for  battery  fluids,  two  gasometers  for  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  and  three  large  and  handsomely  finished  walnut  tables 
for  the  apparatus  room. 

For  this  as  well  as  for  the  chemical  department  there  is  greatly 
needed  a  supply  of  water  and  gas  from  the  city  works.  There  are 
also  needed  new  seats  for  the  lecture  and  some  improvements  in  the 
apparatus  room. 

While  the  apparatus  in  several  of  the  branches  of  Physics  has  been 
already  largely  increased,  no  one  of  these  branches  is  fnllj/  equipped, 
and  for  other  branches  nothing  has  yet  been  done.    To  complete  the 
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work  so  well  begun,  it  is  estimated  that  the  following  sums  will  be 


required : 

For  Pneumatics   $  300 

"  Heat   800 

"  Mechanics  ,   1,200 

"  Electricity   200 

"  Acoustics   500 

"  Optics   2,000 


This  sum  of  $5,000  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  received  or 
promised  will,  it  is  believed,  place  the  department  so  far  as  regards 
the  means  of  instruction  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Foster. 

To  Pres.  E.  N.  Potter,  D.D. 
May  22,  1872. 

IV. 

Department  Natural  History  Report. 

The  additions  to  the  Zoological  Collection  from  1869  to  the  present 
time  are  as  follows  : 


Vertebrata,  No.  of  Species,  (about)   300 

Articulata,      "         "  (   "    )   174 

Mollusca,        "         "  (   "   )   1,594 

Radiata,  "         "  (        )   104 

Fossils,  "         "  (       )   150 


2,322 


By  far  the  greater  number  of  species  are  represented  by  numerous 
individuals,  which  will,  hereafter,  be  available  for  exchange.  About 
one-half  of  the  mollusca,  with  a  number  of  bird  skins,  were  presented 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  the  remainder  have  been  obtained 
by  collection.  These  specimens,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been 
identified,  and  all  have  been  arranged  and  catalogued.  The  old 
palscontological  collection  (N.  Y.  State  fossils)  has  also  been  worked 
up  and  catalogued.  I  propose,  in  case  the  plan  meets  your  approval, 
to  prosecute  the  collecting  assiduously  for  a  few  years,  (three  or  four) 
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without  making  exchanges.  We  shall  then  have  on  hand  an  amount 
and  variety  of  material,  which  will  make  it  possible  for  us  to  obtain 
more  favorable  exchanges  than  at  present,  and,  in  addition,  the  work 
will  be  much  simplified.  In  order  to  successfully  and  efi^ectively 
conduct  collecting  operations,  and  to  purchase  the  books  necessary 
to  the  identification  of  specimens,  at  least  $500  will  be  required 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  principal  expenses  are  for  alcohol,  zoolo- 
gical bottles,  boat  hire  (during  the  summer),  dredges,  dredge  nets, 
and  especially  for  books.  Works  on  natural  history  are  quite  ex- 
pensive, and,  unfortunately  the  College  library  contains  but  very  few 
of  them.  If  an  appropriation  of  from  $500  to  $800  a  year  can 
be  made  for  the  next  three  or  four  years,  I  can  promise  to  put  the 
natural  historical  collections  and  library  on  such  a  footing  as  will 
satisfy  yourself  and  the  trustees  that  the  money  has  been  well  ex- 
pended, and  that  it  is  desirable  to  increase  decidedly  the  yearly  appro- 
priation for  the  department.  It  is  proposed  to  publish  hereafter  an 
annual  report  on  the  condition  of  the  natural  historical  collections, 
giving  additions  in  detail,  with  names  of  collectors,  donors,  &c. 

In  Physiology  we  ought  to  have  a  manikin  and  some  accessory 
preparations,  which  will  cost  from  $600  to  $1,000.  These  are 
really  necessary  to  make  this  instruction  in  the  study  as  efficient  as 
it  ought  to  be. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  respectfully  request  you  to  recom- 
mend for  the  general  expenses  of  the  Department  the  amount 
specified  (from  $500  to  $800),  and  to  take  the  other  matter 
(Physiology)  into  consideration.  I  might  add  that  when  once  the 
manikin  is  obtained,  Physiology  will  cease  asking  for  money. 

Very  Respectfully, 
To  Dr.  E.  N.  Potter.  11.  E.  Webster, 

(^Adjunct  Professor  Natural  History). 

May  17,  1872. 

V. 

Eeport  of  the  Professor  of  Analytical  Chemistry  and  Teacher  of 
Physical  Geography, 

To  the  President  of  Union  College : 

During  the  past  year  some  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
laboratory,  and  rooms  appropriated  to  the  chemical  department.  A 
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new  chimney  enables  us  to  use  the  north-east  side  of  the  building, 
with  the  water  baths,  furnaces,  etc.,  which  were  before  useless.  I 
have  within  a  few  days  erected  a  new  assay  furnace  which  I  hope 
will  prove  very  useful  to  the  department.  It  is  according  to  a  plan 
of  my  own  by  which  I  am  able  to  obtain  the  highest  temperature 
which  we  are  likely  to  need  in  the  laboratory,  viz  :  the  melting 
point  of  cast  iron,  while  by  a  continuous  flow  of  coal  I  keep  the 
temperature  uniform.  By  an  arrangement  of  the  draught  I  can 
moderate  the  fire  so  that  very  little  coal  is  burned  when  the  furnace 
is  not  in  actual  use,  at  the  same  time  fire  will  hold  from  day  to  day 
without  personal  attendance.  At  a  few  minutes  notice  the  furnace 
can  be  brought  to  full  heat.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  furnace  has 
cost  the  College  but  a  few  shillings,  Messrs.  Keep&  Bell,  two  of  our 
graduates,  having  furnished  both  shell  and  fire  brick.  I  am  person- 
ally indebted  to  them  both  for  valuable  suggestions. 

The  principal  needs  of  the  laboratory  are  water,  and  gas.  The 
supply  of  water  is  often  insufficient,  and  must  be  all  pumped  up  by 
hand  by  means  of  a  small  force  pump.  This  takes  up  the  time  of  the 
laboratory  servant  which  could  be  used  to  much  better  advantage. 

Gas  is  almost  indispensable,  its  absence  stamps  the  laboratory  as  far 
behind  the  times.  We  use  every  year  over  $100  worth  of  alcohol. 
It  is  probable  that  gas  would  cost  much  less.  We  also  need  some 
platina  vessels  and  new  apparatus. 

As  helps  in  teaching  physical  geography,  some  wall  maps  are 
needed,  I  think  $150  could  be  spent  to  great  advantage.  We  are 
well  supplied  with  nautical  maps,  charts,  and  books,  the  Hon.  Roscoe 
Conkling  having  presented  the  College  with  most  of  those  published 
by  the  United  States  Government. 

The  study  of  chemistry  was  made  obligatory  upon  the  engineers 
some  time  since;  some  knowledge  of  this  branch  being  regarded  as 
necessary  for  a  thoroughly  educated  engineer.  During  two  terms 
for  a  few  hours  each  week,  these  students  practice  in  the  laboratory 
As  I  now  have  a  furnace  of  sufficient  capacity,  I  propose  that  here- 
after they  spend  their  second  term  in  assaying,  in  the  estimation  of 
fuels,  and  in  other  practical  operations. 

During  the  winter  term.  Prof.  Webster  proposes  to  give  the 
engineers  a  course  of  lectures  on  stratigraphical  geology,  accom- 
panied with  practice  in  the  determination  of  building  stones,  &c. ; 
the  class  will  then  receive  instruction  in  mineralogy,  with  practice 
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in  the  detection  of  minerals  by  the  blow  pipe,  &c.  For  this  we  have 
ample  means  in  the  Wheatly  Collection.  In  addition  I  would  pro- 
pose giving  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  phenomena  of  veins  (of  useful 
ores).  Now,  were  a  course  of  lectures  on  mining,  machinery,  and 
one  on  the  exploitation  of  mines  added  to  our  course  in  engineering, 
we  would  have  all  the  teaching  that  is  usual  in  our  mining  schools. 
While  these  lectures  could  be  given  by  the  professor  of  engineering 
we  should  yet  need  models  and  drawings,  together  with  suites  of  ores 
and  specimens  of  accompanying  rocks. 

Kespectfully, 

Maurice  Perkins. 

YI. 

Report  of  the  Curator  of  the  Wheatly  Collection. 

To  the  President  of  Union  College  : 

In  the  year  1857  Mr.  Delavan  purchased  from  Mr.  Wheatly  the 
collection  of  minerals  and  shells  now  on  exhibition  in  the  room 
over  the  temporary  chapel,  and  presented  it  to  the  College.  The 
collection  was  arranged  by  Prof.  J.  D.  Whitney,  the  finer  speci- 
mens being  placed  upon  the  shelves,  and  the  others  arranged  for 
exchange  for  other  minerals  or  for  sale.  I  do  not  know  the  number 
of  minerals  at  first  placed  upon  the  shelves ;  there  are  now,  how- 
ever, about4,000.  The  duplicates  were  exchanged,  as  opportunities 
oflfered,  for  minerals  which  supplied  wants  of  the  collection  ;  the 
specimens  so  obtained  being  placed  upon  the  shelves.  Thus  from 
year  to  year  our  stock  of  duplicates  has  diminished  until  at  present 
we  have  so  few,  and  these  so  little  desirable,  that  for  the  last  year 
we  have  not  been  able  to  effect  any  exchanges.  Further  advance  or 
improvement  is  thereby  precluded.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted 
since  the  excellence  of  the  collection  is  well  known,  there  being  many 
specimens  in  it  which  have  no  superior  either  in  this  country  or  in 
Europe.  The  collection  needs  a  settled  income  that  it  may  always 
be  known  in  the  market  as  a  purchaser.  Also  that  excursions  may 
be  made  and  minerals  obtained  in  the  field. 

I  have  catalogued  all  the  minerals  and  arranged  them  in  the  order 
of  Dana's  New  Mineralogy,  the  accepted  authority  in  the  science. 
A  copy  of  this  book  is  kept  in  the  cabinet.  Marginal  numbers 
in  it  show  the  student  whether  the  species  desired  has  any  represent- 
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ation  upon  the  shelves,  at  the  same  time  referring  him  to  the  catalogue 
which  points  out  its  place. 

The  visitors  of  the  cabinet  are  Rev.  J.  C.  Backus,  D.D.,  Albion 
Ransom,  J.  S.  Delavan,  and  C.  M.  Wheatly,  Esqrs.  (the  latter  elected 
in  1871  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Delavan). 

Herewith  I  enclose  the  trust  deed  of  Mr.  Delavan  to  the  College, 
premising  that  the  collection  is  worth  more  than  three  times  the  price 
paid  in  1857. 

Respectfully, 

Maurice  Perkins, 

Curator  Wheatly  Collection. 

VII. 

Classical  Study, — There  should  he  more  of  it  in  our  Colleges^  or 
it  should  he  abandoned. 

By  Prof.  Tayler  Lewis,  LL.D. 

From  the  tone  of  our  most  popular  newspapers,  a  stranger  would 
be  led  to  infer  that  one  of  the  chief  evils  of  our  land  was  a  plethora 
of  Latin  and  Greek.  One  would  think  from  the  outcry,  that  we 
were  in  the  utmost  danger  of  becoming  a  nation  of  book-worms  and 
pedants,  or  that  our  colleges,  instead  of  fitting  our  youth  for  future 
congressmen  or  editors,  or  railroad  managers,  were  only  teaching 
them  to  make  Latin  verses,  or  to  translate  Grreek  choral  odes.  But 
how  is  the  fact?  This  extreme  attention  to  classical  culture  ought 
certainly  to  manifest  itself  in  some  way  in  our  public  bodies.  We 
ought  to  see  striking  evidences  of  it  among  the  men  who  have  most 
to  say  and  do  in  our  state  and  national  legislatures.  Above  all, 
should  it  show  itself  in  the  editorial  departments  of  our  newspapers. 
Is  it  so?  The  question  is  asked  without  any  intention  of  disparaging 
those  bodies,  least  of  all  those  newspaper  gentlemen,  to  whose  cen- 
sure or  approbation  we  all  of  us  attach  so  much  importance.  Are 
we  really  sufiering  from  such  a  plethora  of  classical  learning?  Has 
the  time  come  of  which  Plato  dreamed,  when  kings  should  be  phi- 
losophers, and  philosophers  kings,  or,  to  translate  it  into  the  phrase- 
ology of  modern  ideas,  when  all  politicians  and  oflSce-holders  should 
be  men  of  the  purest  culture,  the  highest  literary  polish,  as  derived 
from  the  study  of  all  in  the  past,  as  well  as  in  the  present,  that  would 
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elevate  their  minds,  and  give  tliem  enlarged  views  of  their  daties 
to  men  and  their  responsibilities  to  God? 

We  know  that  it  is  not  so.  Practical  men,  so  called,  we  have  in 
plenty.  For  a  generation,  at  least,  it  has  been  the  cry  :  "  Away  with 
the  speculative  and  the  theoretical ;  away  with  everything  that  claims 
to  bo  studied  for  its  own  sake,  and  that  does  not  go  directly  out  to 
some  immediate  practical  utility."  Abstract  studies,  as  they  are 
called,  unfit  men  for  action,  it  is  said.  Their  devotees  know  nothing 
of  life  or  of  human  nature  ;  they  live  in  the  ideal ;  they  are  dreaming 
of  the  past ;  by  their  studies  they  are  utterly  disqualified  for  dealing 
with  men  or  things  as  they  are. 

"  By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them."  It  is  an  old  rule  coming 
from  the  highest  authority,  and  we  may  patiently  await  its  decisions. 
Whether  at  the  present  day  we  want  thinkers  most,  or  men  of  action, 
or  a  few  thinkers,  at  least,  as  some  counterpoise  to  the  extreme  oppo- 
site tendency  that  has  set  in,  is  not  our  immediate  object  of  inquiry. 
But  how  has  the  other  prophecy  been  fulfilled  ?  "  By  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them."  Practical  men,  men  of  action,  "live  men," 
as  they  are  called,  in  supposed  distinction  from  the  speculative  fossils, 
have  long  held  and  now  hold  almost  all  places  of  rule  and  of  political 
influence  in  our  land.  Another  crowd  of  the  same  character,  and 
grounding  their  claims  on  the  same  qualifications,  are  vigorously 
seeking  to  get  into  their  places  and  promising  the  people  to  be  still 
more  practical  than  those  whom  they  hope  to  succeed.  "  By  their 
fruits  shall  ye  know  them."  Let  it  be  judged  by  this  old  infallible 
test.  The  decision  may  be  against  the  theorists,  the  men  of  specula- 
tion, the  men  of  books,  those  who  study  humanity  in  its  deep  uni- 
versality, rather  than  in  those  surface  traits  an  acquaintance  with 
which  is  now  so  confidently  boasted  of  as  the  true  knowledge  ofhuw.an 
nature.  It  may  be  that  we  need  more  men  of  action  )  and  yet  the 
opinion  may  be  hazarded,  that  even  now,  in  this  day  of  practicality, 
a  little  wider  sprinkling  of  theorists,  book  worms,  pedants  even, 
would  do  our  land  no  harm. 

In  the  language  of  the  Psalmist,  "  there  were  they  in  great  fear 
where  no  fear  was."  Are  we  indeed  suff"ering  from  a  plethora  of 
classical  learning,  or  from  an  extra  degree  of  attention  given  to  it 
in  our  colleges  ?  The  absurdity  of  the  question  must  strike  even 
those  who  are  most  superficially  acquainted  with  the  state  of  educa- 
tion in  our  country.    We  know  that  classical  studies  are  far  from 
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being  predominant;  they  are  far  even  from  holding  their  own; 
considering  the  popular  clamor  that  has  been  so  steadily  kept  up, 
the  wonder  is  that  they  have  not  been  wholly  driven  out.  The 
diminution  of  classical  studies,  the  greater  attention  given  to  those 
called  practical,  have  not  filled  our  college  halls  as  was  expected — 
certainly  in  no  degree  corresponding  to  the  increase  of  population. 
There  is  no  denying  the  fact,  that  the  classics  are  in  danger  of  being 
driven  from  our  colleges  for  a  season  at  least,  though  such  expulsion 
cannot  be  permanent. 

Naturam  expelles  /urea  tamen  usque  recurret. 

Drive  out  nature  with  a  pitchfork  she  will  come  back  again 
What  is  truly  excellent  will  always  in  time  assert  itself  For  the 
reasons  before  given  the  classics  will  be  in  demand  and  nothing  can 
long  keep  them  from  being  a  substantial  part  of  anything  that  calls 
itself  liberal  education,  ■n'aj^sia  sXsv&s^iog  "  the  education  of  a  free- 
man." In  the  meantime  the  attacks  upon  them  and  the  yielding  to 
the  popular  clamor  by  men  who  ought  to  have  resisted  it,  has  had  a 
most  deteriorating  eflPect;  and  this  is  seen  in  the  partial  and  in- 
adequate treatment  to  which  they  have  been  necessarily  reduced 
both  in  the  preparatory  and  college  course.  In  this  way  they  are 
made  to  furnish  an  argument  against  themselves.  See  to  how  little 
they  amount,  it  is  triumphantly  said.  There  is  truth  in  the  taunt ; 
and  we  have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  maintaining  that  unless  class- 
ical education  is  to  be  made  more  of,  it  had  better  be  wholly  ban- 
ished from  the  college  course. 

In  determining  whether  there  is  any  remedy  for  this,  we  are 
drawn  to  consider  the  reasons  that  have  been  and  may  be  given  for 
the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin.  The  one  most  usually  dwelt  upon 
is  the  discipline  or  mental  culture  connected  with  such  a  course. 
Another  is  the  preparation  such  study  affords  for  a  more  extensive 
acquaintance  with  language  in  general,  or  philology,  now  becoming 
one  of  the  most  important  departments  of  human  knowledge.  It  is 
not  intended  at  present  to  dwell  on  either  of  these.  The  first  has 
been  most  ably  set  forth  at  previous  meetings  of  this  Convocation  ; 
it  has,  in  fact,  been  made  the  chief  ground  in  defense  of  classical 
training.  There  is  great  truth  in  it.  The  mere  study  of  sucfi  a 
language  as  the  Greek  is  one  of  the  highest  sources  of  mental  culture 
as  compared  with  that  derived  from  the  mathematical  or  any  other 
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department.  The  second  line  of  defense  is  here  avoided  because  of 
the  difl&culty  of  doing  justice  to  it  in  such  a  paper  as  this,  and  on 
the  ground  that  both  pleas,  however  important  in  themselves,  fail 
to  present  the  highest  and  most  available  reasons  for  classical  study 
in  its  present  aspects,  or  in  regard  to  the  chief  literary  want  it  is 
intended  to  supply. 

It  may  be  said,  then,  that  in  addition  to  these  two  grounds  of  de- 
fense, so  briefly  denoted  by  the  terms  culture  and  philology,  there  is 
a  third  to  which  should  be  given  the  highest  place,  although  it  is 
generally  overlooked,  or  if  mentioned  at  all,  is  assigned  to  a  sub- 
ordinate position.    It  may  be  concisely  denoted  as  the  literary  in 
distinction  from  the  disciplinary  and  the  linguistic.  It  is,  that  classical 
study  is  the  opening  door,  the  introduction  to  the  wide  field  of  ancient 
literature,  the  richest,  the  rarest,  and  yet  the  most  universal  in  its 
connection  with  all  humanity,  of  any  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
It  is  not  simply  Greek  and  Latin ;  it  is    the  catholic  literature, 
adapted  to  all  ages,  and  seemingly  designed  by  Providence  as  an 
intellectual  medium  in  which  are  found  the  elements  of  the  world's 
earliest  as  well  as  its  maturest  thought.     The  present  course  of 
reading  in  our  colleges  barely  brings  the  student  to  the  vestibule  of 
this  magnificent  temple.    It  shows  him  little  or  nothing  of  the 
treasures  contained  within.    It  hardly  gives  him  to  understand  that 
there  is  much  more  belonging  to  it  than  the  few  fragments  which 
the  weariness  of  construing  and  reciting  have  made  objects  of  dislike, 
because  of  the  long  labor  bestowed  on  what  seems  to  stop  short  of  an 
available  result.    Just  look  at  the  Greek  programme  in  our  colleges, 
the  very  best  of  them.    A  few  books  of  Homer,  a  portion  of  Xeno- 
phon's  Anabasis  or  Memorabilia,  a  book,  perhaps,  of  Herodotus  or 
Thucydides,  an  oration  of  Demosthenes,  one  drama  or  less  from  each 
of  the  three  great  tragedians;  these  read  piecemeal,  in  disjointed 
daily  portions,  the  literary  interest  all  lost,  or  overlooked  because  the 
whole  attention  is  absorbed  or  the  time  necessarily  occupied  in 
thumbing  the  Grammar,  whilst  the  Lexicon  is  worn  out  in  looking 
up  new  words  or  old  words  over  and  again.    In  such  occupation  as 
this,  most  necessary  though  it  be,  it  is  impossible  to  appreciate  the 
great  excellence  of  the  classic  authors,  even  of  the  few  fragments 
that  have  been  so  laboriously  read.    Unless  supplemented  by  some- 
thing very  diff"erent  and  more  attractive,  there  is  danger  lest  all  be 
lost  and  the  whole  course  become  a  nullity.    Is  it  any  wonder  that 
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the  student  so  often  gets  a  dislike  to  the  whole  department,  and  that 
his  college  text  books  remain  closed  to  him,  all  the  rest  of  his  life, 
whilst  he  thinks  so  little,  if  he  thinks  at  all,  of  the  great  treasure  that 
lies  beyond  ?  As  a  mere  fact  in  the  world's  literary  history,  he  is 
aware^that  there  is  a  vast  deal  more  than  he  has  ever  read,  or  read 
of,  or  even  imagined.  The  array  of  names  in  his  Classical  Dic- 
tionary is  sufficient  to  give  him  some  intimation  of  that ;  but  he  has 
the  dimmest  conception  of  what  it  is,  a  mere  floating  idea,  with  little 
or  nothing  to  stimulate  him  to  farther  study  in  that  direction.  Aside 
from  some  degree  of  mental  discipline,  which  must  certainly  be  con- 
ceded to  the  most  imperfect  classical  study,  nothing  remains  that  he 
can  regard  as  an  adequate  remuneration  for  the  long  time  and  the 
great  labor  he  has  given.  He  has  come  to  the  door  of  the  temple, 
we  say,  but  he  has  hardly  caught  more  than  a  glimpse  of  what  is 
contained  within.  Is  the  acquisition  worth  so  great  a  cost  ?  Would 
it  not  be  more  rational  to  banish  the  Greek  and  Latin  altogether 
from  our  colleges  than  to  keep  on  in  the  same  old  track,  and  with 
such  extremely  meagre  results  ? 

But  how  can  it  be  remedied,  one  may  say,  without  doing  injustice 
to  something  else  ?  The  first  study  must  necessarily  be  slow }  there 
must  be  drill ;  whatever  is  learned  must  be  learned  accurately, 
critically,  technically.  It  is  but  little,  therefore,  that  can  be  read. 
In  fact  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult,  in  consequence  of  the 
increasing  pressure  of  the  physical  sciences,  to  give  even  the  limited 
time  that  has  commonly  been  devoted  to  the  classics.  All  this  is 
conceded.  There  must  be  drill,  of  course.  There  can  be  compara- 
tively but  little  read.  And  yet  the  drill  may  be  of  a  somewhat 
difi"erent  kind  from  what  is  enforced  as  though  it  was  the  very  end 
instead  of  a  means  to  something  more  important.  It  might  have  re- 
gard more  to  methods  of  reading,  excellencies  of  translation,  rules 
for  acquiring  facility  and  elegance  in  rendering  the  best  Greek 
into  the  best  English,  instead  of  ever  resting  in  the  comparatively 
primary  department  of  orthographical  forms,  or  of  syntactical  pars- 
ing. It  might  thus  be  the  principal  aim  of  what  is  called  drill,  to 
give  that  tact  and  ease  of  reading  which,  besides  making  the  classics 
pleasant,  would  of  itself  secure  the  minor  matters  of  drill,  or  the 
knowledge  of  forms  and  constructions.  Hardly  anything  is  gained, 
or  rather  all  is  lost,  unless  this  facility  of  reading  is  somehow  ac- 
quired, or  the  habit  of  giving  readily  the  best  English  for  the  best 
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Greek,  idiom  for  idiom,  so  as  in  fact  to  gain,  and  that  too  very  early, 
some  power  of  thinking  in  the  language.  Now  this  demands  for  its 
acquisition  a  greater  extent  of  reading  than  is  commonly  allowed. 
Rules  alone  will  not  give  it.  A  student  may  become  perfect  in  his 
grammar,  and  yet  each  new  author  is  as  difficult  to  him  as  the  one 
before.  He  has  not  acquired  this  tact  of  which  we  speak,  and 
which  can  only  come  from  practice. 

Something,  we  repeat  it,  must  be  done  to  give  the  student  what 
may  be  called  the  classical  enthusiasm,  to  tempt  him  within  the 
great  temple,  instead  of  merely  standing  ever  marking  time,  but 
never  marching  any  further.  He  must  begin  actually  to  converse 
with  its  enshrined  heroes  and  demi-gods.  When  this  new  feeling, 
so  diflferent  from  the  old  weariness  of  the  recitation  room,  has  once 
begun  to  show  itself,  it  may  be  said  that  the  work  is  done ;  such  a 
beginning,  to  use  the  old  Grreek  proverb,  is  more  than  half,  for  it 
secures  the  whole.  The  speaker  would  not  be  regarded  as  undervalu- 
ing the  work  of  teachers  more  accurate,  more  laborious,  more  faith- 
ful and  conscientious  than  himself  We  have  in  some  of  our  colleges 
the  very  best  instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek  regarded  as  purely 
linguistic.  Immense  improvement  has" been  made  in  grammars  and 
text  books  and  modes  of  orthographical  drilling.  And  yet  there 
may  have  been  —  there  undoubtedly  has  been  —  more  of  this  great 
requisite,  this  indispensable  stimulus,  in  a  word,  this  classical  en- 
thusiasm, produced  by  far  inferior  means  employed  in  a  somewhat 
diflferent  way. 

I  would  endeavor  to  explain  this  by  a  few  comparisons.  Fifty 
years  ago  how  poor  was  our  classical  course  as  compared  with  what  it 
is  now.  I  speak  especially  of  Union  College,  though  the  case  was 
not  very  different  in  any  of  the  others.  We  had  a  little  or  no  help 
from  annotated  text  books.  We  had  only  Moor's  Greek  Grammar, 
a  book  exceedingly  imperfect  as  compared  with  the  one  that  thatfine 
scholar  and  faithful  teacher.  Bullions,  has  built  on  the  same  founda- 
tion. It  was  every  way  inferior  to  the  excellent  Greek  grammar  of 
Professor  Crosby,  to  say  nothing  of  the  larger  works  that  have  been 
introduced  from  Germany.  Such  an  aid  as  that  profound  treatise  of 
Professor  Goodwin  on  the  Greek  subjunctive  mood  was  altogether 
unheard  of  And  yet  with  these  poor  helps,  there  was  somehow 
acquired  a  facility  in  reading  Greek,  which  I  may  venture  to  say 
was  equal  to  that  attained  by  classes  now,  with  the  confessedly  better 
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teaching  that  we  have  now  in  the  same  college.  There  was  acquired, 
I  can  hardly  tell  how,  full  as  much  of  that  thing  called  classical 
enthusiasm.  There  were  more,  I  think,  out  of  the  number  of  the 
graduates,  who  carried  away  with  them  some  fondness  for  the  Greek 
and  Latin,  leading  them  to  read  them  in  after  life.  This  comparison 
is  made  with  diffidence;  but  we  may  go  still  farther  back,  and  speak 
more  confidently.  The  course  of  classical  study  one  hundred  years 
ago,  even  at  Yale  and  Harvard,  would  be  called  very  poor  now  as 
compared  with  that  of  our  least  classical  colleges,  and  yet  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  there  was  a  wider  acquaintance  with  classical  writers, 
thai  is,  beyond  the  college  curriculum,  among  many  of  the  older 
New  England  clergy  than  there  is  in  the  same  class  now.  They 
made  more  of  their  scanty  means  than  we  do  of  our  far  more  exten- 
sive and  more  accurate  philological  apparatus.  The  same  might  be 
said  of  the  older  lawyers  who  lived  during  or  before  the  American 
revolution.  They  had,  somehow,  more  classical  literature  among 
them  than  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  have  now. 

And  yet,  men  like  Kent  and  Clinton,  Van  Schaack  and  the  elder 
Adams,  and  Fisher  Ames,  and  Jefferson  and  Madison,  all  of  whom 
were  excellent  and  well  read  classical  scholars,  with  others  that  might 
be  mentioned,  must  have  had  helps  in  the  study  of  Greek  and 
Latin  far  inferior  to  those  enjoyed  now.  What  was  the  Schrevellius 
Lexicon,  which  they  then  probably  used,  to  Professor  Drisler's  ad- 
mirable edition  of  Passow ;  for  it  is  so  much  his  own  that  the  names 
of  Liddell  and  Scott  may  well  be  left  out;  or  the  still  more  perfect 
English-Greek  Lexicon,  which  he  and  his  scholarly  colleague,  Pro- 
fessor Short,  have  lately  given  us  ?  What  college  text  books  had 
they  compared  with  those  of  Anthon,  Owen,  Felton,  Woolsey,  Crosby, 
Lincoln,  Tyler,  with  many  others  that  might  be  named,  containing 
every  critical  help  that  a  scholar  needs,  and  often  much  beyond  his 
needs?  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  name  such  works  as  an  honor  to 
American  scholarship;  but  then  the  question  comes  back  after  all, 
has  the  general  interest  in  the  classics,  and  the  more  extensive  read- 
ing of  them  by  the  mass  of  our  educated  men,  kept  pace  with  this 
superiority  of  grammars  and  lexicons  and  text  books,  or  has  it  in 
the  main  actually  fallen  behind  that  which  was  stimulated  by  far  in- 
ferior aids  ?    If  not,  why  not  ? 

The  answer,  we  think,  can  be  clearly  and  concisely  given.  The 
attention  has  been  so  much  directed  to  the  means  instead  of  the  end, 
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to  the  subordinate  rather  than  to  what  should  ha,ve  been  the  primary 
object.  It  has  been  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Greek  langua<.'e, 
simply  as  a  language,  rather  than  an  acquaintance,  wide  or  small, 
with  the  Greek  literature.  High  and  important  as  the  former  is,  it 
is  not  the  great  thing  after  all,  for  which  so  much  of  time  and  labor  is 
to  be  given.  E7en  if  we  call  it  an  end,  instead  of  a  means,  simply, 
it  is  not  the  highest  end.  We  study  Greek  as  a  language,  as  a  sys- 
tem of  rules,  as  a  most  curious  structure,  possessing  an  interest  even 
in  this  respect,  equal  to  that  of  any  natural  science;  and  here  we 
stop.  We  do  not  study  it  as  a  means  to  something  else  of  still  wider 
importance.  In  this  way  students  do  not  secure  what  is  most  choice, 
even  in  the  language  itself,  as  a  language,  in  that  critical  skill  and 
tact  and  ease,  which  can  only  come  from  extensive  reading.  Thus 
some  in  our  colleges  may  become  superior  Greek  scholars,  their  object- 
ive knowledge  of  the  philosophy  of  its  moods  and  tenses,  of  its  peculiar 
orthographical  forms,  of  its  idioms,  its  regularities  and  irregularities, 
may  surpass  that  which  was  possessed  by  Demosthenes  himself.  As  ob- 
jective knowledge,  we  say.  It  is  even  as  a  Frenchman  or  a  German  may 
get  in  a  similar  way  a  more  critical  acquaintance  with  the  niceties  of 
the  English  tongue  than  the  best  native  English  writers  can  boast  of ; 
or,  to  reverse  the  picture,  an  Englishman  may  understand  the  Ger- 
man more  scientifically  in  some  respects  than  those  who  write  and 
speak  the  German  language  with  perfection  ;  or,  to  take  another 
view,  an  American  who  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  English 
grammar,  like  Gould  Brown,  may  have  a  knowledge  of  it  beyond 
any  that  Johnson,  or  Swift,  or  Addison,  could  even  claim  ;  and  yet 
there  may  be  such  a  resting  in  this  objective  knowledge  as  almost 
destroys  its  value.  This  may  be  truly  said  if  the  attention  given  to 
it  is  so  exclusive,  and  so  narrowing,  as  to  impede  the  entrance  into 
the  wide  domain  of  English  literature,  either  by  failing  to  give  or 
by  weakening  the  stimulus  that  might  have  led  to  the  higher  lite- 
rary sphere.  It  may  all  be  expressed  by  saying  that  in  our  colleges 
we  study  Homer  as  a  means  of  learning  Greek  ;  we  do  not  learn 
Greek  as  a  means  of  reading  Homer  with  facility,  and  thus  reaching 
that  highest  culture  which  comes  from  a  sound  familiarity  with  this 
rich  old  literature.  It  is  the  same  as  if  one  used  the  Bible  simply 
as  a  means  of  learning  Hebrew,  instead  of  studying  Hebrew  in  order 
to  acquire  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  or  as  the  entrance 
to  the  rich  fields  of  a  sacred  and  most  sublime  literature.    It  is  this 
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perversion  of  aira,  as  made  by  an  extensive  modern  school,  that  has 
divested  the  Bible  of  its  spirituality,  taken  away  the  marrow  of 
scriptural  theology,  and  turned  it  into  a  heap  of  dry  and  mouldering 
bones. 

In  addition  to  the  limited  comparison  heretofore  made,  let  us 
present  another  of  wider  extent  and  showing  the  same  difference  in 
a  clearer  light.  Let  us  compare  the  men  of  the  Person  and  Elmsley 
school,  so  famous  some  half  a  century  a^o,  with  the  scholars,  civil- 
ians, theologians  or  men  of  general  culture,  that  belonged  to  the 
seventeenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  preceding.  Men  in  eager  hunt 
for  forbidden  anapaests,  and  plausible  grounds  for  gratifying  the 
cacoethes  emendandi,  had  no  time  or  no  relish  for  those  greater 
theological,  philosophical,  or  political  questions  which  have  their 
best  solutions  in  the  rich  literature  of  antiquity.  How  much  of 
this  kind  lay  before  them  utterly  neglected.  The  paraphernalia  of 
the  stage  and  its  scenery,  the  proper  divisions  of  strophe  and  anti- 
strophe,  had  more  attractions  for  them  than  the  great  ideas  of  the 
Greek  tragedy,  such  as  Fate,  Nemesis,  Remorse,  Retribution,  Justice 
slow  but  sure, —  that  most  tragic  conception,  great  even  in  its 
theological  perversion,  of  the  divine  Jealousy  that  would  not  endure 
human  boasting  or  human  pride  —  the  awful  doctrine  of  sin  breed- 
ing sin  descending  from  parents  to  children,  generation  after  genera- 
tion, carrying  down  the  penalty  along  with  the  moral  taint.  The 
reverence  for  the  oracle  —  the  profound  significance  of  sacrifice  as 
pictured  in  expiatory  rites  —  the  ancient  idea  of  a  future  life  — 
the  representations  of  the  Hadean  world  with  its  fearful  penalties 
shadowed  in  the  crime  —  these,  with  their  theological  relations  so 
vast  and  important,  so  closely  connecting  the  fields  of  classical  and 
Biblical  study,  were  overlooked  or  thrown  into  the  background, 
while  textual  and  grammatical  learning  had  given  to  it  a  prominence 
so  disproportionate. 

In  contrast  with  such  names  as  Person,  Elmsay,  Wakefield,  &c., 
let  us  put  those  of  Ralph  Cudworth,  Selden  in  England,  of  Grotius 
in  Holland,  of  Vossius,  Lipsius,  Salmasius,  Heinsius  secretary  of 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  with  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  jurists  and 
theologians,  furnished  by  the  Dutch  universities  in  that  remarkably 
learned  period  that  followed  so  soon  after  the  long  struggle  with 
Spain.  Conspicuous  here  would  be  the  great  names,  some  of  whom 
are  earlier  than  this,  such  as  Scaliger,  Casaubon,  Bochart,  Usher, 
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Pococke,  &c.,  the  extent  of  whose  erudition  we  find  it  difficult  to  com- 
prehend. There  were,  too,  the  learned  Jesuits  of  the  day.  Of  all 
of  them  it  might  be  said  that  they  were  extensive  readers  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  not  for  the  sake  of  becoming  eminent  Grreekists  and  Latin- 
ists,  but  because  of  the  treasures  of  literature  thereby  furnished,  and 
the  great  value  they  possessed  in  connection  with  their  theological 
and  philosophical  aims.  It  was  this  motive  that  made  them  such 
all-devouring  students.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  reading 
of  Cudworth,  for  example,  was  more  extensive  than  that  of  Person. 
What  a  mine  of  ancient  philosophy  do  we  find  in  his  great  work, 
The  Intellectual  System  of  the  Universe.  Cudworth  was  a  man 
of  leisure  and  retirement,  it  might  be  said ;  his  days  were  spent  in 
scholarly  halls,  in  converse  with  great  libraries,  and  with  every 
literary  aid;  but  there  were  others  whose  life  was  far  removed  from 
scholastic  quietude, whose  acquisitions,  nevertheless,  and  multifarious 
reading,  may  well  astonish  us.  There  was  Hooker,  a  man  of  intense 
ecclesiastical  action,  Pococke  an  extensive  oriental  traveler;  there 
was  Bochart,  a  French  Calvinistic  or  Huguenot  clergyman,  whose 
life  was  spent  amid  the  persecutions  and  disquietude  of  such  a  posi- 
tion. How  did  he  find  time  and  means  for  the  composition  of  his 
learned  works,  or  even  for  acquiring  that  immense  erudition,  that 
wide  familiarity  with  the  whole  range  of  classical  and  Oriental 
writers  which  astounds  us  on  barely  opening  his  huge  folio  volumes. 
Yet  there  it  is,  and  in  his  case,  and  from  his  mode  of  life,  it  is  per- 
fectly evident  that  it  was  a  substantial  acquirement,  ever  with  him, 
instead  of  being  index  learning,  or  skill  in  hunting  up  reference 
passages.  Grotius,  too,  was  a  man  of  action,  of  incessant,  political, 
literary  and  ecclesiastic  energy.  The  same  might  be  said  of  the  great 
Scaliger,  and  more  emphatically  still  of  the  famous  editors  and  pub- 
lishers who  came  upon  the  stage  so  soon  after  what  is  called  The 
Revival  of  Learning.  We  are  utterly  amazed  when  we  think  of  the 
learning  and  labors  of  the  Stephenses,  Henry  and  Robert.  Inces- 
sant students  and  devouring  readers  were  they,  critics  unsurpassed, 
commentators  who  furnished  the  fountains  from  which  so  many 
subsequent  editors  and  annotators  have  drawn  —  writing  and  even 
speaking  Greek  with  as  much  ease  as  their  vernacular  tongues,  en- 
gaged in  the  constant  toil  of  collecting  obscure  manuscripts,  yet,  with 
all  this,  laboring  with  their  own  hands  at  type-founding,  type  setting 
and  the  work  of  the  press.  Their  editions  are  yet  models  of  beauty 
and  accuracy.  Of  the  great  work  of  Henry  Stephens,  Thesaurus  of 
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the  Greek  Language,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  still  one  of  the  most 
important  among  the  foundations  of  Greek  lexicography.  His 
countless  citations  have  helped  many  a  one  since  to  make  a  show  of 
learning,  but  with  him  they  must  have  been  almost  wholly  the  fruit 
of  original  reading. 

It  is  admitted  that  in  some  things  the  Porson  school  was  superior 
to  these  older  men ;  but  we  must  discriminate  as  to  comparative 
value  and  comparative  aims,  or  we  may  do  great  injustice.  In  a 
certain  kind  of  critical  skill,  the  more  modern  scholars,  English  and 
German,  are  unsurpassed.  Hallam  says,  truly,  that  Cud  worth 
quoted,  as  undoubtedly  genuine,  some  supposed  ancient  works,  on 
which  the  sharpness  of  Porson  has  thrown  suspicion.  So  also,  says 
the  same  writer,  the  verses  of  Scaliger  and  Casaubon  were  incorrect 
as  judged  by  our  present  standards.  They  had  false  metres  and 
false  quantities.  Very  likely.  The  same  may  be  said,  however,  of 
Homer  and  Sophocles.  These  old  Greek  poets  took  licenses  just 
as  Milton  and  Shakespeare  have  done,  not  a  few  of  whose  lines  are 
unscannable  by  rigid  rules.  Porson  and  others  wrote  Greek  verses 
correctly,  it  may  be  said,  because  they  follow  their  own  canons. 
These  are  right  in  the  main  because  deduced  from  the  general 
usage.  It  is  perfectly  certain,  however,  that  many  lines  in  the  old 
poets  would  not  conform  to  them  without  being  amended  or  trans- 
posed, although  in  their  old  state  both  euphonic  and  significant. 
The  anapaest  and  dactyls  are  found  in  uncanonical  places.  So  in 
Homer  there  are  still  found  cases  of  hiatus  that  no  digamma  wedge 
can  cure.  All  that  need  be  said  then  is,  that  Casaubon  and  Scaliger 
and  Grotius  took  licenses,  or  like  the  old  poets  themselves,  they 
did  not  write  with  the  fear  of  Porson's  and  Hermann's  rules  before 
their  eyes.  They  ought  to  have  been  more  correct,  and  have  put 
their  verses  in  straiter  jackets,  but  the  fault  does  not  detract  much 
from  their  great  excellence  after  all.  Of  this  more  modern  school 
too,  we  have  freely  admitted  the  higher  absolute  merit.  In  com- 
paring them,  however,  with  these  older  men  one  question  furnishes 
a  test  that,  ought  to  be  most  cisive  :  Which  class  could  the  world 
have  better  spared  ?  Or  which  of  the  two,  had  it  been  wanting, 
would  have  left  the  greater  chasm  in  our  substantial  literature. 

In  thinking  of  these  giants  and  their  learned  works,  the  question 
will  arise,  how  did  they  do  it  ?  And  why  are  we  so  much  behind 
them  —  at  least  in  the  amount  of  reading  and  the  literary  labor  they 
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accomplished  ?  The  answer,  we  think,  may  be  found,  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  that  perversion  of  aim  to  which  allusion  has  been  made. 
We  study  for  a  subordinate  purpose,  and  hence  the  failure.  The 
remedies  must  correspond  to  the  defect ;  a  few  may  be  stated  in 
very  general  terms,  the  significance  and  bearing  of  which  may  be 
very  easily  understood  from  what  has  already  been  said. 

To  make  more  of  our  classical  course,  we  must  aim  at  two  princi- 
pal things  ;  these  are,  in  the  first  place,  more  extensive  reading,  and, 
secondly,  the  producing  in  some  way,  a  state  of  thought  and  feeling 
which  shall  be  a  guaranty  for  classical  study  in  after  life. 

A  greater  amount  of  reading  could  be  secured  by  the  adaptation 
before  spoken  of,  or  by  fitting  the  eff'orts  in  the  last  years  to  the 
more  advanced  students  who  ofi"er  the  best  hopes  for  success.  This 
could  be  aided  by  adopting  at  this  time  the  lecture  method,  or  mak- 
ing the  instruction  mainly  oral,  substituting  for  the  recitation,  a 
rapid  examination  at  intervals.  At  such  a  course,  the  professor 
should  himself  read  to  the  class  large  portions  of  such  Grreek  au- 
thors as  may  be  selected,  with  continual  comments  on  all  matters  of 
interest,  and  requiring  notes  to  be  constantly  taken.  The  backward 
members  of  the  class  might  not  receive  much  profit  from  this,  they 
might  even  greatly  abuse  it,  but  it  cannot  be  helped,  we  say.  The 
better  students  would  greatly  profit  by  it.  A  young  man  who  has 
been  made  to  see  and  appreciate  in  some  measure  the  glories  of  the 
Greek  dramatic  poets,  is  not  likely  afterwards  to  let  them  drop ;  he 
gets  a  new  feeling,  such  as  always  comes  when  he  begins  to  read 
Greek  and  Latin  authors  for. their  own  sake,  seeing  them  in  a  new 
light,  and  under  aspects  very  different  from  that  presented  amid  the 
weariness  and  hard  drudgery  of  mere  lesson-getting. 

There  comes  a  time  when  the  subj  unctivc  mood  should  be  laid  aside : 
when  tense-forms  and  orthographical  peculiarities  may  be  supposed  to 
be  understood.  The  mind  should  now  be  directed  to  higher  matters, 
to  ends  instead  of  means.  The  student  will  receive  with  interest  and 
pleasure  what  gives  pleasure  to  the  teacher,  and  more  than  repays 
him  for  his  exceeding  labors,  as  he  points  out  the  neatness,  the  clear- 
ness, and  the  sparkling  diction  of  Horace ;  the  grandeur,  pictorial 
beauty,  exquisite  word-painting  of  Homer  ;  the  finished  correctness 
along  with  the  fervid  vehemence  that  mark  the  eloquence  of  Demos- 
thenes, showing  no  less  his  own  genius  than  the  power  of  the  language 
he  spoke,  and  the  remarkable  character  of  the  people  he  addressed ; 
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the  pure  condensed  thought  of  Aristotle  which  Cicero  so  well  charac- 
terised as  flnmen  orationis  aurenm  fundens  ever  pouring  forth  its 
stream  of  gold;"  the  rapt  idealism  and  at  the  same  time  the  clear 
common  sense  of  Plato's  philosophy;  and  lastly  though  not  least, 
the  solemn  significance  and  deep  religiousness  that  pervade  the  lead- 
ing ideas  of  the  Greek  drama. 

A  very  imp  jrtant  part  of  such  lecturing  in  the  Senior  year  should 
be  directed  to  give  the  student  some  notion  of  the  immense  amount 
of  Greek  literature,  what  it  was  in  its  original  state,  and  what  it  still 
remains  after  the  destructive  havoc  it  has  experienced.  To  know 
our  ignorance,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  kinds  of  knowledge,  as  has 
been  well  said  by  the  wisest  man  of  antiquity.  A  student,  as  has 
been  said,  forms  some  vague  idea  of  the  vast  extent  of  the  field  merely 
by  turning  over  the  pages  of  his  classical  dictionary,  but  he  needs  to 
have  it  set  before  him  at  one  view,  that  he  may  see  how  little  he 
knows,  and  how  exceedingly  small  a  portion  of  it — choice  though 
that  portion  be — has  been  selected  for  his  ordinary  college  studies. 
Well  may  he  be  astonished,  as  an  ingenuous  youth  always  is,  at  such 
an  exhibition  ;  but  instead  of  discouraging,  it  furnishes  to  such  a  one 
the  very  stimulus  he  most  needs.  What  a  magnificent  temple  is  this  ! 
he  feels  like  saying;  what  a  storehouse  of  the  world's  best  thought ! 
Can  a  man  be  called  educated  who  is  ignorant  even  of  its  vast  extent  ? 
In  lecturing  on  any  one  Greek  author,  especially  on  the  Greek  drama, 
that  fund  of  ancient  ideas  and  ancient  allusions,  there  will  be  occa- 
sion for  reference  to  almost  every  other  department  of  the  old  litera- 
ture. The  teacher  should  ever  take  pains  to  hunt  them  up  for  his  own 
sake.  For  so  doing,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  such  references  should 
be  carefully  verified  by  actual  consultation  of  the  original  sources.  The 
student  should  be  directed  to  them,  author,  book,  chapter,  and  sec- 
tion; there  is  a  stimulus  in  it  to  more  extensive  study;  it  produces 
something  like  a  feeling  of  erudition  :  pedantic  some  may  call  it,  or 
a  mere  show  of  learning,  but  it  is  a  feeling  worthy  of  culture,  and 
one  that  at  this  day,  even  if  it  is  pedantic,  ought  to  be  encouraged 
rather  than  condemned.  As  said  before,  a  few  more  pedants  in  this 
practical  age  will  do  us  no  hurt. 

To  this  end  of  reference,  however,  an  indispensable  requisite  for 
giving  a  stronger  stimulus  is  a  large  college  library,  especially  full 
in  the  classical  department.  Not  only  as  giving  the  means  of  refer- 
ence is  such  a  library  useful  and  practical.    The  very  sight  of  aa 
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immense  collection  of  books  operates  as  a  powerful  excitement. 
Pevoid,  indeed,  must  that  mind  be,  not  only  of  classical  but  of  all 
generous  feeling,  that  can  stand  in  such  a  presence  without  emotion. 
It  is  humbling,  but  not  discouraging,  we  say.  There  comes  from  it 
a  desire  to  converse  with  the  immortal  dead.  How  immense  the 
world's  literature.  What  a  precious  part  is  furnished  by  these  old 
writers,  either  as  considered  by  themselves  or  in  connection  with  the 
still  greater  literature  that  has  been  built  upon  them  ?  What  a  blank 
there  would  be  if  the  biblical  and  the  classical,  those  kindred  de- 
partments, with  all  that  had  its  origin  in  them,  or  from  them,  were 
lost  to  the  world,  either  from  ignorance  or  destruction  !  A  large 
library  is  an  indispensable  requisite  for  a  college.  It  should  be  the 
chief  attraction  for  all  its  better  class  of  students.  But  it  should  be 
a  bibliotheca  indeed,  not  a  mere  circulating  library  filled  with  the 
transient  literature  of  the  day.  It  should  contain  the  most  rare  and 
the  most  precious  productions  of  past  ages.  It  should  represent  the 
world  in  space  and  time.  It  should  be  a  place  for  study  and  for 
writing,  furnished  with  every  accommodation  for  those  purposes, 
with  its  regular  hours  of  the  day  and  evening,  during  which  all  should 
have  free  admission  to  its  advantages  for  reading  and  consultation, 
but  with  no  license  for  withdrawing  books  from  their  place  of 
security. 

And  this  suggests  the  thought  of  something  already  mentioned, 
but  on  which  we  would  again  dwell  for  a  moment  as  imparting  their 
great  value  to  classical  studies,  and  thereby  offering  a  greater  stimu- 
lus to  success.  It  is  the  aim  for  which  such  acquisition  should  be 
made.  This  may  be  presented  in  another  and  a  more  practical  light. 
The  complaint  is  made  that  so  little  fruit  comes  from  studies  so  long 
and  so  arduous.  They  may  be  excellent  as  a  means  of  culture  to  the 
individual  who  pursues  them,  but  what  is  their  public  utility  ?  The 
age  demands  something  more  and  we  think  with  reason.  Now  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  ancient  languages  have  been  studied  too 
much  on  grounds  that  terminate  simply  in  the  study  itself.  Our 
best  scholars  have  busied  themselves  too  much  with  the  merely 
educational  apparatus.  They  have  been  too  much  occupied  in  mak- 
ing text  books,  grammars,  and  other  aids  for  college  classes.  There 
is  no  intention  to  disparage  these.  They  are  an  honor  to  American 
scholarship,  and  are  equal  to  any  works  of  the  kind  produced  in 
England  or  Germany.    But  this  is  not  enough.    It  is  an  aim  termi- 
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nating  in  itself.  It  is  the  making  of  admirable  text  books  and  other 
aids  in  order  to  produce  scholars,  who  shall  make  other  text  books 
and  so  on  to  infinity.  Something  more  is  demanded.  We  need  a 
classical  scholarship  that  shall  go  out  of  itself,  in  the  aims  for  which 
it  is  employed  —  a  study  that  explores  the  ancient  writings  for  bring- 
ing out  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  experience  therein  contained, 
and  making  them  matters  of  modern  concernment  —  for  applying 
them,  in  a  word,  to  the  questions  social,  political,  economical,  theo- 
logical, ethical,  philosophical,  and  even  scientific,  that  have  most 
interest  for  the  present  day. 

Note. —  Intendin^y  to  present  extracts  from  this  paper,  the  fascina- 
tion of  the  tlieme  and  its  exquisite  treatment  have  made  it  an  uncongenial 
task  to  omit  a  single  paragraph.  Space  and  enforced  haste  in  publication 
alone  prevent  the  transcription  of  the  whole.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
before  very  long,  the  paper  will  be  published  entire  for  more  extended  cir- 
culation.—E.  N.  P. 


vni. 

Modern  Languages. 

In  the  Department  of  Modern  Languages  we  feel  justified  in 
claiming  as  a  success  the  recent  modification  of  the  scientific  course 
to  make  it  more  nearly  resemble  the  classical  curriculum. 

During  the  three  years  largely  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  French 
and  German  languages  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  by  careful 
and  critical  training  genuine  mental  drill  and  culture.  The  course 
has  thus  attained  a  respectability  of  college  standing  which  makes 
it  desirable  from  its  own  merits,  and  it  is  adopted  by  many  of  the 
best  students  in  the  College  who  may  prefer  it  by  reason  of  taste,  by 
the  choice  of  parents,  or  the  designs  of  after  life. 

We  desire  and  propose  to  enhance  its  value  still  more  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  to  that  end  hope  before  long  to  demand  and  obtain  at 
least  a  year's  preparation  in  Latin  before  entering  the  course,  and 
shall  be  still  further  gratified  when  the  facilities  of  preparatory  in- 
stitutions will  enable  us  to  demand  a  year  of  French  and  German 
before  entering,  to  the  end  that  while  in  college  more  time  may  be 
devoted  to  advanced  studies  in  French  and  German  classics,  and  to 
lectures  on  the  representative  authors  and  the  highest  literature  of 
France  and  Germany. 
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Wc  would  therefore  suggest  as  a  means  of  cultivating  a  higher 
standard  of  perfection  in  these  branches,  the  establishment  of  French 
and  German  prizes  to  be  awarded  to  marked  proficiency,  and  would 
also  call  the  attention  of  generous  friends  and  patrons  to  the  fact  that 
the  annual  prize  of  silver  plate  of  the  value  of  $50,  for  the  highest 
standard  in  the  performance  of  college  duties,  and  for  moral  deport- 
ment and  rectitude,  is  confined  to  the  classical  course.  We  see  no 
reason  why  scientific  students  who  meet  all  these  requirements  in 
another  field  of  labor  should  be  excluded  from  this  honorable  com- 
petition, and  would  be  happy  to  know  that  some  friend  of  scientific 
studies  had  found  it  a  pleasure  to  establish  a  prize  of  the  same 
general  nature  to  be  obtained  by  worthy  students  in  the  scientific 
course. 

In  conclusion  I  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  my  absence  from 
my  usual  duties  for  a  month  of  the  term  just  closing,  having  been 
honored  by  the  Troy  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
with  the  appointment  as  delegate  to  the  quadrennial  general  con- 
ference of  said  church. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  my  colleagues  of  the  con  - 
ference  seemed  gratified  at  seeing  with  them  a  representative  from 
Old  Union,  "  and  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  continue  the  fraternal 
relations  which  have  so  long  existed  between  our  Church  and  this  Col- 
lege. In  proof  of  this  I  may  state  that  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
aid  from  the  educational  society  of  our  conference  for  worthy  and 
needy  young  men  preparing  at  Union  for  its  ministry,  and  I  would  also 
add  that  during  the  last  few  years  some  of  the  leading  men  at  the  Drew 
Theological  Seminary  have  been  graduates  of  Union  College. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  Wells, 
Department  of  31odern  Languages. 

To  Dr.  E.  N.  Potter. 

IX. 

Rhetorical  Studies. 

Union  College,  May  27th,  1872. 
It  is  worthy  of  mention  as  an  unprecedented  fact,  that,  during  the 
present  year,  not  a  single  student  in  college  has  failed  to  meet  the 
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full  requirements  for  Rhetorical  exercises  in  speaking  and  writing, 
while  an  unusual  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  class  essays  and 
class  discussions. 

The  oratorical  prize  established  by  R.  M.  Blatchford,  LL.D., 
while  it  is  especially  designed  for  the  graduating  class  favorably 
aflfects  every  class.  It  stimulates  to  honorable  competition  in  speak- 
ing and  writing,  from  the  first  term  of  the  freshman  year,  and  the 
stimulus  increases  with  every  step  of  advance  through  the  entire 
college  course.  Its  healthy  and  constant  influence  has  been  appre- 
ciated by  the  professor  in  this  department,  and  is  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. 

The  Ingham  Prize  has  been  operative  since  1866.  Its  object  is 
to  encourage  the  study  of  the  English  Classics,  the  cultivation  of 
a  literary  taste,  and  careful  practice  in  composition.  While  every 
student  feels  its  influence,  none  but  Seniors  are  eligible  to  this  prize. 
How  well  it  is  fulfilling  its  purpose  will  appear  from  the  following 
simple  statement : 

During  the  seven  years  since  the  prize  was  established  the  pro- 
portion of  final  competitors  has  been  steadily  growing.  (I  say  final, 
because  many  enter  upon  the  competition  who  do  not  hold  out  to  the 
end  of  the  year.)  Not  to  mention  all  the  years,  we  may  get  the 
average  increase  by  taking  the  odd  numbers.  In  1867,  the  final 
competitors  numbered  one-eleventh  (-jlj-)  of  the  whole  class;  in  1869, 
one-sixth  (i)  of  the  class;  in  1871,  one-third  Q)  of  the  class; 
this  year,  about  one-half  (^)  of  the  whole  class. 

In  this  connection  it  is  suggested  that  a  prize  for  public  class  de- 
bate, either  senior  or  junior,  upon  a  subject  duly  assigned,  is  highly 
desirable. 

It  is  also  suggested,  that,  with  the  growing  college  interest  felt 
in  the  English  studies,  and  with  the  increasing  public  demand  in 
this  direction,  there  is  imperative  need  at  Union,  (to  be  under  the 
charge  of  a  college  officer,  and  not  to  be  removed  without  his  con- 
sent) of  books  of  reference  in  English  history  and  English  literature, 
arranged  in  some  convenient  reading  room  where  students  may  re- 
sort for  reading  and  study. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Welch. 

Pres.  E.  N.  Potter,  D.D. 
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Hon.  nelson  K.  HOPKINS,  Comptroller.  O 
Hon.  THOMAS  RAINES,  Treasurer. 
Hon.  FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW,  Attorney  General. 
JAMES  BROWN,  Esq. 
Hon.  IRA  HARRIS,  LL.D. 
Hon.  WM.  W.  CAMPBELL,  LL.D. 
Hon.  RICHARD  M.  BLATCHFORD,  LL.D. 
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Hon.  DAVID  H.  LITTLE. 
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JOHN  A.  De  REMER,  Esq  1874 
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Vmtox^  of  tlje  Nott  ^Hxmt  jFunir. 

URANIA  E.  NOTT. 

Rev.  JOHN  NOTT,  D.D. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  W.  CAMPBELL,  LL.D. 

Hon.  RICHARD  M.  BLATCHFORD,  LL.D. 

Rev.  J.  TRUMBULL  BACKUS,  D.D. 


Oluratorg  of  ^arfegs  ani  ISuilimsje^, 

Rev.  J.  TRUMBULL  BACKUS,  D.D. 
HOWARD  POTTER,  Esq. 
JOHN  HOBART  WARREN,  Esq. 
Hon.  CHAS.  C.  NOTT. 
SAMUEL  T.  BENEDICT,  Esq. 
Prof.  ISAAC  W.JACKSON,  LL.D. 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

Ex-officio  Chairman. 
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Rev.  ELIPHALET  NOTT  POTTER,  D.D.,  S.T.D., 

President,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy^  and  Lecturer  upon  the  Eoidences 
of  Christianity. 

TAYLER  LEWIS,  LL.D, 

NOTT  Professor  [No.  6)  of  the  Oriental  Languages,  and  Lecturer  on 
Oreek  and  Latin  Philology  and  Philosophy. 

ISAAC  W.  JACKSON,  LL.D., 
1^0  TT  Professor  {No.  3)  of  MatJiematics. 

JOHN  FOSTER,  A.M., 
NOTT  Professor  {No.  8)  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

JONATHAN  PEARSON,  A.M., 
Professor  of  Natural  History. 

HENRY  WHITEHORNE,  A.M., 
NOTT  Professor  {No.  1)  of  the  Latin  and  Oreek  Languages. 


WILLIAM  WELLS,  A.M., 
Professor  of  Modern  Languages  and  lAtcrature. 


MAURICE  PERKINS,  A.M.,  M.D., 

NOTT  Professor  {No,  3)  of  Analytical  Chemistry;  and  Curator  of 
the  Museum. 

Rev.  ransom  BETHUNE  WELCH,  D.D., 
NOTT  Professor  {No.  5)  of  Logic,  Rhetoric  and  English  Literature;  and 
Acting  Professor  of  Mental  Philosophy. 
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CADY  STALEY,  A.M.,  C.E., 

Professor  of  Civil  Engineering. 

HARRISON  EDWIN  WEBSTER,  A.M., 
Assistant  Professor  of  Natural  History. 

ISAIAH  B.  PRICE,  A.B., 
Tutor  in  Mathematics  and  History. 

JONATHAN  PEARSON,  A.M., 
Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

EDGAR  MARSHALL  JENKINS, 
Assistant  Treasurer  and  Registrar. 
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department  of  ^^reparatorg  Jfugtruetiott^ 

BENJAMIN  STANTON,  A.M., 
^OTT Professor  (iVb.  7)  in  charge  of  Preparatory  Training  for  the  College. 

SAMUEL  BURNETT  HOWE,  A.M., 
IfOTT  [Adjunct]  Professor{No.  4);  Principal  of  Schenectady  Union  School. 
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Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  President. 
Albany. 

Hon.  Amasa  J.  Parker,      .      .      .      .  President. 
Troy. 

Harvey  J.  King,  Esq.,  President. 
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Hon.  Hiram  Gray,  LL.D.,      -      -      -  President. 
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Hon.  Horatio  G.  Warner,  LL.D.,     -      -  President. 
Buffalo* 

Rev.  Albert  T.  Chester,  D.D.,      -      -  President. 

Philadelphia. 
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Hon.  William  H.  King,         -      -      -  President. 
St.  Louis. 

Hon.  Thomas  Allen,         ....  President. 
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Septembeb  4,  5.— 

September  6. — 
November  30. — 
December  19. — 


1871. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  —  Second  Examination 

for  Admission. 
Wednesday  —  First  Term  begins. 
Thanksgiving. 
Tuesday  —  First  Term  ends. 
Vacation  of  two  weeks. 


1872. 


January  3.— 
January  4-11. — 

January  25. — 
February  22.— 

March  26.— 

April  8.— 

April  16  and  17.— 

Junk,  24,  25,  26  &  27. 

June  28  and  29.— 

June  30.— 


Wednesday  —  Second  Term  begins. 
Daily  —  Final  Examination  for  the  degree  of 
C.  E. 

Thursday  —  Day  of  Prayer  for  Colleges. 
Thursday  —  Anniversary  of  Washington's  birth- 
day. 

Tuesday  —  Second  Term  ends. 

Vacation  of  one  week. 
Wednesday  —  Third  Term  begins. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  —  Examination  for 

Prize  Scholarships. 
-Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Anniversaries  of  Literary  Societies. 
Friday  and  Saturday  —  First  Examination  for 

Admission. 
Sunday  —  Baccalaureate  Sermon. 
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NOTE. 

The  following  resume  gives,  at  a  glance,  information  which  is 
frequently  asked  for  by  Alumni  of  the  College,  and  which  all  friends 
of  the  Institution  should  have. 


WANTS. 

Among  the  immediate  needs  of  the  College  are  : 

A  fire  proof  building  for  the  library. 
A  boarding-club  building. 
A  gymnasium. 

A  remodeling  of  the  interior  of  the  present  dormitories  as  already 
in  progress. 

Scholarships  and  fellowships  bearing  the  names  of  the  donors 

and  yielding  pecuniary  aid,  in  addition  to  the  free  tuition 

and  room  rent  now  given. 
The  establishment  of  special  lectures  and  prizes. 
Funds  for  windows  (memorial  ?),  an  organ,  and  furniture  for 

the  new  central  chapel  now  in  course  of  erection. 
Books,  maps,  apparatus,  additions  to  the  museum  or  funds  for 

the  same. 

(Now  that  the  work  of  improving  the  present  buildings  has  begun 
and  will  be  continued  as  far  as  practicable,  graduates  may  be  in- 
terested in  contributing  to  the  renovation  of  their  old  rooms,  sections 
or  colleges.  It  has  been  suggested  that  each  Alumni  Association, 
select  some  definite  object  upon  which  to  concentrate  its  efibrts  and 
contributions). 

RESOURCES. 

The  endowment  of  Union  College  consists  of  funds  granted  by 
the  state  for  specific  purposes  and  also  of  a  large  property  placed  in 
trust  for  the  college  by  the  late  Doctor  Eliphalet  Nott.  The  latter 
yields  at  present  an  annual  income  of  about  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
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which  is  expected  to  be  much  increased,  in  the  future,  by  the  sale  of 
lands  lying  at  Hunter^s  Point,  near  New  York.  The  whole  of  this 
income  is  at  present  required  for  the  maintenance  of  professorships. 
The  Treasurer  reports  that  the  expenditures  of  the  college  have  for 
several  years  past,  exceeded  its  total  income.  Many  of  the  wants  of 
the  Institution  must  therefore  be  supplied  by  means  from  other 
sources.  For  these  means  the  appeal  is  confidently  made  to  the 
Alumni :  confidently,  because  of  their  numbers,  counted  as  they 
are  by  thousands,  of  their  aggregate  wealth,  of  their  love  for  Old 
Union.  The  many,  not  graduates,  who,  for  various  reasons,  are  in- 
terested in  the  prosperity  of  the  College,  must  not  regard  themselves 
as  neglected  in  the  seeming  exclusiveness  of  this  appeal.  Union 
confidently  appeals  to  her  Alumni  because  she  feels  that  she  has 
the  right  to  do  so ;  but  not  less  confidently  does  she  expect  that 
her  needs  will  be  liberally  recognized  by  her  friends  without  the 
ranks  of  the  Alumni.  The  numerous  recent  instances  of  princely 
donations  made  to  colleges  by  men  who  never  received  the  training 
and  culture  of  a  college,  warrant  the  belief  that  this  is  not  an  un- 
reasonable expectation  and  that  it  will  not  be  disappointed. 

I.  W.  J. 


Hon  JOHN  T.  HOFFMAN,  LL.D.,     -      -      -  -    -      -  President. 

Rt.  rev.  HORATIO  POTTER,  DD.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  Oxon,  1 

Prof.  FRANK  H.  HAMn.TON,M.D.  L.L.D.,      -      -      I  Vice 

Hon.  am  ASA  J  PARKER,  LL.D.,     ....        f  Presidents. 

Hon.  HENRRY  R.  PIERSON,  J 

ALEX.  J.  THOMSON,  A.M.,  Cor.  Secretary. 

HARRISON  E.  WEBSTER,  A.M.,  -      .      .      .      .    Pec.  Secretary 

PiiOF.  JONATHAN  PEARSON,  A.M.,  Treasurer 

EGBERT.  C.  LAWRENCE,  A.B.,  Librarian 
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The  President's  Report 


UNION  COLLEGE. 
A.  D.  1872-3. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees the  following  report  is  respectfully  presented  : 

My  first  annual  report,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  your  honorable  Board  a  year  ago,  was  some 
months  later  enlarged  so  as  to  include  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  at  my  inauguration  as  President  of  Union 
College,  and  also  more  extended  reports  from  members 
of  the  F'aculty.  These  reports  contain  important  inform- 
ation as  to  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  several  depart- 
ments. To  these  and  to  the  following  statements,  I 
would  ask  your  attention. 

UNION  UNIX  KRsrrv. 

In  the  Union  University,  recently  organized,  a  long 
desired  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  the  Institution,  has 
been  secured. 

We  live  in  an  age  in  which  tlie  potency  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  combination  is  patent  to  all.  Life,  whether  in- 
tellectual, social,  or  commercial,  is  now  most  frequently 
gathered  up  and  expended  in  great  centres.  As  the 
best  product  is  everywhere  demanded,  so  the  most  suc- 
cessful results  are  found  to  attend  consolidation  and  con- 
centration.     This  accumulation   of  available  resources 
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not  only  secures  the  aui^mentation  o(  power;  but  also  in- 
creases its  efficiency,  both  in  respect  of  attaining  the 
highest  results  of  labor,  and  securing  their  widest  diffu- 
sion. The  facilities  of  communication  and  of  rapid  tran- 
sit widen  the  area  of  co-operation  which  is  compatible 
with  concentration  and  unity.  Distances  are  measured 
not  by  miles  but  by  minutes.  Invention  tends  to  anni- 
hilate space  by  linking  together  distant  members  of  one 
organism  and  by  sending  the  life  tide  flowing  with  re- 
doubled vigor  to  the  remotest  extremities.  The  world 
tends  to  become  united  by  the  union  of  the  many  in 
the  one. 

At  such  an  epoch  there  must  needs  be  an  advance  in 
our  methods  and  means  of  instruction.  As  one  supreme 
law  exists  of  which  all  subordinate  laws  are  but  partial 
expressions  ;  so,  while  there  is  need  of  widely  diffused  op- 
portunities of  primary  instruction,  the  law  of  concen- 
tration anci  combination  must  be  heeded  in  matters  per- 
taining to  higher  education,  or  we  shall  have  "many  infe- 
rior, second-rate,  feebly  furnished  establishments  in  place 
of  a  few  that  are  ample,  complete  and  satisfactory,  be- 
cause they  are  of  the  first  order." 

Of  the  capabilities  and  of  the  present  high  rank  and  in- 
fluence of  the  Albany  Institutions,  I  need  not  here  speak. 
Their  able  Faculties  and  honored  Trustees  will  receive 
appropriate  recognition  in  the  University  exercises  of 
Commencement  Day. 

It  may,  however,  be  interesting  to  notice  the  fact  that 
before  the  idea  of  union  had  suggested'  itself  as  feasible, 
under  present  circumstances  of  location,  co-operation  in 
several  departments  of  instruction  had  already  proved  it 
to  be  practicable.  Union  College,  by  means  of  its  De- 
l)artment  of  Chemistry,  had  been  connected  with  the 
Medical  College  at  Albany  through  services  rendered  at 
both  jilaces  by  the  Professor  of  Chemistry,  whose  servi- 
ces have  been  also  efficient  in  the  Uni\'ersit)'  movement. 
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The  Senior  Professor  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  as  the 
Acting  President  of  Union  College,  gave  instruction  in 
Law  to  our  students.  Lectures  on  Physiology  and  Hy- 
giene were  also  offered  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical 
School.  The  Director  of  the  Dudley  Observatory,  a 
graduate  of  Union,  has  been  able  to  aid  us,  and  Union 
College  can  further  supplement  efficiently  the  force  and 
apparatus  of  the  Observatory  and  of  the  other  Depart- 
ments. 

The  union  thus  came  about  naturally;  and,  like  the 
Universities  of  England,  made  up  of  independent  cor- 
porations, with  its  departments  situated  at  a  less  distance 
in  time  than  are  the  same  branches  in  many  similar 
American  Institutions,  Union  University  now  posses- 
ses, in  the  number  and  efficiency  of  its  Faculties,  in  its 
material  possessions,  collections  of  apparatus,  etc.,  and 
in  the  various  resources  at  its  command,  advantages 
greater  than  are  those  of  the  majority  of  the  Universities  ' 
of  Continental  Europe. 

The  gain  in  the  economy  of  labor,  the  general  aw\aken- 
ing  of  interest  in  its  plans,  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  friends,  and  the  prestige  attending  an  ampler  scope 
of  University  education  are  worthy  of  consideration. 
The  prospective  advantages  are  even  greater.  These 
depend,  however,  upon  a  w^se  use  of  the  means  at  our 
command,  upon  the  mutual  confidence  of  all  concerned, 
and  upon  the  faithful  execution  of  the  work  now  so  hap- 
pily inaugurated.  We  have  bright  hopes  for  the  future, 
inspired  by  the  cordiality  and  unanimity  manifested  by 
the  Faculties  and  Trustees,  by  the  approval  of  their  Al- 
umni, and  by  the  approbation  of  the  friends  of  educa- 
tion. The  Governor  of  the  State  has  signed  the  charter 
of  Union  University.  In  the  pamphlet  hcrew^ith  trans- 
mitted will  be  found  a  record  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  movement. 
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TME  UNION  CLASSICAL  INSTITUTE. 

While  it  is  of  importance  tliat  the  connections  of  Union 
College  should  be  so  enlarged  as  to  give  full  scope  to 
the  demands  of  higher  education,  its  system  recognizes 
preparatory  training  as  of  equal  moment.  The  follow- 
ing comment  is  worthy  to  be  repeated  in  this  connection. 
"  No  one,"  wrote  Mozart  on  one  occasion  to  a  dilettante 
music  composer,  "  can  ever  after  all  become  a  master, 
who  has  not  already  from  childhood  had  experience  of 
the  master's  '  donner  wetter'  and  the  discipline  of  the 
schools.  Certain  it  is  that  technical  certainty,  clear  in- 
sight into  means  and  purposes,  as  well  as  the  application 
of  our  own  powers,  are  not  obtained  without  early  and 
severe  guidance,  long  practice  and  trial.  Helpless  defici- 
ency adheres  even  to  genius  which  has  been  long  left  to 
guide  itself  in  the  wide  world  by  its  own  will." 

What  the  College  has  been  doing  in  these  matters  is 
mentioned  simply  to  show  that  there  has  been  no  want 
of  fidelity  to  the  trust  accepted  some  years  since.  The 
Schenectady  Union  School  is  held  in  the  old  College 
buildings,  sold  to  the  city  for  a  nominal  sum  in  consid- 
eration of  its  intended  use  ;  it  numbers  annually  some 
fifteen  hundred  pupils.  The  College  has  further  supplied, 
at  a  cost,  up  to  this  date,  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  a 
portion  of  the  instruction  there  required. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  felt,  as  stated  in  the 
previous  Report,  the  need  of  developing  the  Classical 
Department  of  this  School  so  that  it  might  render  more 
efficient  aid  in  the  preparatory  training  for  the  College. 
One  of  the  largest  and  best  appointed  buildings  for  the 
j)urpose,  in  the  city,  was  therefore  purchased  during  the 
last  summer.  Continuing  to  aid  the  Union  School,  the 
College  has  also  secured,  at  its  own  cost,  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Professor  I^enjamin  Stanton.  Under  his  direc- 
tion, assisted  by  experienced  teachers,  the  department 
is  in  prosperous  o])eration.      It  numbers  over  one  hun- 
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dred  pupils.  Detailed  information  is  contained  in  the 
prospectus  of  Union  Classical  Institute,  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

ACADEMIC  INSTRUCTION. 

As  the  Institution  was  early  in  the  field  with  the 
scientific  course  now  generally  adopted,  so  her  depart- 
ment of  physical  culture  and  of  instruction  in  military 
science  began  its  work  at  an  exceptionally  early  period 
in  the  present  century..  The  subject  in  recent  years  has 
received  less  attention.  Upon  the  completion  of  the 
Gymnasium,  now  near  at  hand,  it  will,  therefore,  become 
necessary  to  secure  competent  instruction  in  physical 
training.  It  is  also  proposed  to  obtain  the  services  of 
an  officer  to  be  detailed  from  the  regular  army.  From 
his  West  Point  training  he  can  efficiently  aid  Professor 
Staley  in  the  discharge  of  the  rapidly  increasing  require- 
ments of  the  Engineering  Department. 

Professor  Perkins  reports  that  during  the  past  year  the 
Engineering  class  has  performed  more  work  in  the  labo- 
ratory than  in  any  previous  year.  Although  during  the 
winter  term  they  were  required  to  spend  but  seven  hours 
a  week  in  the  laboratory,  during  part  of  the  time  they 
were,  from  choice,  at  work  for  as  many  hours  each  day. — 
They  passed  through  a  course  of  assaying,  blow-pipe 
analysis,  etc.,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  and  were 
much  interested  in  their  work.  The  Professor  presents 
the  thanks  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  new 
room  for  photography,  furnished  and  opened  in  the  spring. 
The  ample  sky-light,  dark-room,  etc.,  afford  all  the  con- 
veniences necessary.  Many  of  the  students  have  success- 
fully availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  afforded 
them.  The  great  variety  of  work  in  the  laboratory  and 
the  litter  from  the  furnaces,  etc.,  all  in  the  same  room, 
make  it  very  difficult  to  keep  it  neat  and  in  good  order. 
The  Professor,  therefore,  requests  that  certain  needed 
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imi)r()vcnic!its  be  made,  and  adds  an  important  sugges- 
tion whicli,  with  a  donation  of  some  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, we  should  be  able  to  carry  out.  The  presence  of 
the  Laboratory  where  it  now  is,  raises  the  insurance 
on  the  whole  building  and  its  contents;  while  at  any 
time  an  escape  of  corrosive  gas  from  the  lower  to  the 
upper  rooms,  might  cause  great  damage  to  the  valuable 
apparatus  there  collected.  The  building,  being  fire- 
proof and  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  might  be 
made  a  museum  for  the  superb  collections  now  crowded 
into  the  upper  rooms  or  insecurely  housed  in  the  colon- 
nades. It  would  not  require  a  large  sum  to  erect  a 
separate  building  for  the  Laboratory,  recitation  rooms, 
etc.,  and  the  Professor  proposes  to  mature  and  present  in 
the  autumn  the  necessary  plans  for  consideration,  with 
estimates  as  to  the  cost.  With  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  he  is  about  to  spend  some  months  abroad. 
His  researches  will  be  valuable  both  to  his  Department 
and  to  the  University.  I  trust  the  Finance  Committee, 
or  some  generous  friend,  will  kindly  commit  to  him  a  sum 
of  money  to  be  expended  for  the  Chemical  Depart- 
ment. While  in  Europe,  he  can  make  the  purchase  of 
specimens  and  apparatus  to  the  best  advantage. 

In  his  report  for  the  Department  of  Natural  History, 
IVofessor  Webster  states  that  the  additions  to  the  muse- 
um of  this  Department  during  the  year,  are  mainly  the 
result  of  collections  of  marine  animals  made  at  Cape 
Porpoise  during  the  summer  vacation,  by  the  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Natural  History,  assissted  by  Messrs.  Pond, 
Lester,  and  J.  B.  Potter,  members  of  the  class  of  1873. 
The  latter  part  of  the  summer  was  spent,  by  invitation 
of  Professor  Pjaird,  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fish- 
eries on  the  Island  of  (irand  Menan,  in  connection  with 
tin:  Zoological  expedition,  lliere  have  also  been  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  College  a  large  number 
of  fossil  shark's  teeth  ;  from  Rev.  A.  H.  Whiting,  a  series 
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of  crania  of  Canadian  carnivora  and  rodentia  ;  from  S. 
W.  Ford,  Esq.,  a  collection  of  fossils  from  the  rocks  near 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

A  number  of  valuable  specimens,  and  some  species  of 
less  importance,  have  been  purchased  in  Paris. 

As  mentioned  last  year,  one  thousand  dollars  is  needed 
to  place  the  Department  of  Physiology  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing. A  manikin,  costing  about  $600,  and  some  other 
preparations,  are  needed  to  make  the  instruction  in  this 
study  as  efficient  as  it  ought  to  be. 

More  suitable  accommodations  are  required  both  for 
recitations  and  the  museum,  and  these  can  readily  be 
provided.  I  would  recommend  that  the  request  of  the 
Professor,  which  will  be  made  through  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, be  granted. 

During  the  past  year  the  study  of  History  has  been 
introduced,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  provision 
for  the  Department  of  Physics,  on  account  of  the  illness 
of  the  Professor  in  charge.  Additional  duties  have  thus 
devolved  upon,  and  have  been  cheerfully  and  efficiently 
performed  by  the  Faculty.  Professor  Foster,  notwith- 
standing his  sickness,  has  secured  means  for  the  increase 
of  his  collection  of  physical  apparatus.  We  are  glad  to 
know  that  he  is  rapidly  regaining  his  accustomed  health 
and  strength. 

During  the  past  term,  Professor  Sidney  A.  Norton,  M. 
D.,  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  and  now  a  member  of 
the  Faculty  of  the  Ohio  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College,  has  come  to  the  aid  of  Doctor  Foster,  his 
former  beloved  teacher,  and  has  instructed  the  Junior 
class  in  Acoustics  and  Heat.  He  has  rendered  valuable 
services  in  other  departments  of  the  College,  and  I  re- 
gret that  his  previous  engagements  do  not  permit  him, 
at  this  time,  to  remain  longer  with  us.  I  am  indebted  to 
him  for  the  following  useful  suggestions  with  reference  to 
introducing  into  our  scientific  course  a  larger  proportion 
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of  lini^uistic  studies.  Those  who  present  themselves  for 
entrance  sliould  possess  a  better  acquaintance  with  the 
rudiments  of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  with  the  structure  of 
the  English  language  ;  since,  as  matters  stand,  a  scien- 
tific student  might  be  found  in  an  advanced  class  ignor- 
ant even  of  the  letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  which 
occur  frequently  in  the  formulae  of  scientific  works.  Our 
requirements  for  admission  should  be  more  exacting  in 
this  respect,  or  we  should  introduce  a  course  of  etymol- 
ogical study  expressly  adapted  to  the  need.  This  would 
include  : 

1.  The  learning  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  and,  of  course, 
the  pronunciation  of  Greek  and  Latin. 

2.  The  learning  of  the  methods  by  which  Greek  and 
Latin  roots  are  found  from  the  words  given  in  the  dic- 
tionary ;  as,  for  example,  that  /eg  is  the  root  of  lex  ;  nav 
of  vcxv^y  etc. 

3.  A  comparison  of  similar  roots  found  in  both  the 
Latin  and  the  Greek — as,  cordial,  cardial,  core. 

4.  A  study  of  the  principal  prefixes ;  as  to  show  that 
m  may  mean  either  not^  toivards,  upon  or  in,  as  in — in- 
nocent, in-cline,  il-lumine,  in-clude. 

5.  A  similar  study  of  the  principal  suffixes  ;  as  to  show 
that  mcntuni  signifies  means,  as  in  nutriment,  tegument, 
or  osiis,  full  of,  as  in  malicious,  luminous. 

6.  A  study  of  words  variously  formed  of  other  worc^s, 
as  thermometer,  barometer,  electrometer,  geometry,  hy- 
grometry,  etc  ,  or  thermal,  thermoscope,  thermometer, 
isothermal. 

7.  A  history  of  the  euphonic  changes  which  some  roots 
have  undergone  in  reaching  us ;  as  that  from  rex  come 
regal,  royal — from  Klypo^,  come  clergy,  clerk,  clerical; 
together  with  a  careful  attention  to  the  rules  of  orthoepy. 

8.  Specially  to  have  in  view,  after  the  general  princi- 
ples of  etymology  had  been  mastered,  the  needs  of  the 
scientific  student  ;   that  is,  to.  make  such  a  choice  of 
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words  in  the  study  as  are  likely  to  be  found  in  scientific 
treatises  ;  such  as  physics,  physiology,  anatomy,  botany, 
and  the  various^  words  in  scope,  ology,  grapJiy.  It  is  not 
to  be  questioned,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  in 
which  such  words  are  derived  would  assist  the  student 
in  learning  how  they  are  applied. 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  these  words  are  not  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  the  classical  authors,  and  hence 
that  the  scientific  student  would  really  have  but  little 
more  difficulty  in  ''getting  them  up"  than  is  experi- 
enced by  the  classical  student. 

9.  Further,  it  will  be  well  to  offer  Latin  as  a  volun- 
tary study  for  the  scientific  student,  during  the  Fresh- 
man and  Sophomore  years.  In  that  time  Allen  and 
Greenough's  Latin  Grammar  might  be  thoroughly  mas- 
tered and,  if  the  minimum  attention  were  given  to  mere 
grammatical  drill,  a  sufficient  familiarity  with  the  trans- 
lation of  Latin  might  be  acquired  to  enable  the  student 
to  read  with  fluency  easy  Latin,  such  as  Caisar,  or  the 
quotations  found  in  many  scientific  books.  Not  merely 
would  this  advantage  be  gained,  but  the  student  would 
advance  more  rapidly  in  the  study  of  modern  languages 
— so  much  more  rapidly,  in  fact,  that  some  writers  have 
maintained  that  if  three  years  were  given  to  German  and 
French,  the  student  would  be  further  advanced  at  the 
end  of  that  time  by  devoting  the  first  year  exclusively 
to  the  study  of  Latin.  If,  then,  this  plan  should  be 
adopted  and  be  found  to  result  in  marked  advantage  to 
those  students  who  chose  to  pursue  it,  the  study  might 
also  be  made  compulsory  upon  all  the  scientific  students 
of  the  Freshman  year. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  Doctor  Lewis  has 
added  a  valuable  course  of  higher  instruction  in  Latin  to 
the  similar  course  in  Greek,  which  he  has  heretofore 
given.  The  following  statements  from  his  report  of  lit- 
erary and  professional  labor  for  the  year,  will  be  read 
with  interest. 
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Lectures  to  Juniors  in  Latin  literature.  Fall  term — 
History  of  Latin  Literature  as  connected  with  Latin  His- 
tory and  the  Genius  of  the  Roman  people,  from  the 
earliest  to  the  Augustan  period.  Winter  term  —  Ac- 
counts of  Latin  writers  with  full  criticisms  on  the  later 
and  better  known  authors  from  Ennius  to  Horace  and 
Virgil.    A  full  account  of  Cicero  and  his  writings. 

Lectures  as,  heretofore,  have  been  delivered  to  the  Se- 
nior class.  Fall  term  :  (i)  The  earliest  Greek  poetry,  (2) 
The  Homeric  Poems,  (3)  History  and  Criticism  of  the 
Homeric  Poems,  (4)  The  Hesiodean,  (5)  The  Greek  My- 
thology. Winter  term  :  ( i  )  The  Greek  Dramatic  Poetry, 
Origin  and  History  of  the  Greek  Drama,  (2)  Leading 
Ideas  of  the  Greek  Drama,  (3)  Greek  ideas  of  a  Future 
Life.  Summer  term  :  (i)  Continuation  of  the  latter  sub- 
ject. The  ancient  ideas  of  a  future  life,  beginning  with 
the  Hebrew.  (2)  Universality  of  the  belief  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  spirits.  (3)  Comparison  of  the  Greek  and 
Hebrew  ideas  of  a  future  life — the  first  exceeding  in  im- 
agination and  scenery — the  second  having  more  reserve 
but  possessed  of  far  greater  moral  power. 

Summer  term — Biblical  lectures  to  Seniors:  L  Differ- 
ence between  the  Bible  and  all  other  books  ever  held  as 
sacred,  ist.  In  the  peculiar  manner  of  its  composition: 
by  many  authors  and  through  so  many  ages.  2d.  In  its 
universality  as  adapted  to  all  people,  of  all  ages,  when 
the  other  books,  so  held,  have  never  carried  their  influ- 
ence beyond  the  lands  of  their  birth. 

11.  The  languages  of  the  l^ible.  ist.  The  Hebrew  and 
its  peculiar  character.  2d.  The  New  Testament  Greek, 
its  character,  history,  etc.  3d.  The  Septuagint— the  his- 
tory and  character  of  that  version.  4th.  Peculiar  Hebra- 
istic and  Syriastic  character  of  the  New  Testament 
(jreek,  and  the  strong  argument  therefrom  that  the  Gos- 
pels and  Epistles  were  written  at  the  time  they  purport 
to  have  been,  and  by  the  men  whose  names  they  bear. 
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In  addition,  a  voluntary  Bible-class  has  been  held  during 
the  fall  and  winter,  on  Saturday  evenings. 

His  literary  labors  have  included  translations,  prepa- 
rations of  works  in  whole  or  in  part  for  publication  ;  the 
principal  being  the  book  of  Job,  complete,  comprising, 
I.  An  introduction  on  the  Theism  of  the  book.  2.  A 
new  rhythm.ical  version,  with  an  introduction.  3.  Copi- 
ous exegetical  marginal  notes,  with  the  reading  of  the 
best  German  and  English  Commentaries.  4.  Addenda  ; 
consisting  of  XII  dissertations  on  the  most  difficult  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  book  ;  the  whole  making  an  oc- 
tavo volume  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages.  He 
has  also  contributed  some  minor  articles  to  Johnson's 
Universal  Cyclopedia  and  the  Andover  Bibliotheca  Sacra. 

As  has  been  already  intimated,  we  regard  primary 
and  preparatory,  training  of  the  best  kind  as  essential 
to  a  complete  and  successful  university  system  of  educa- 
tion. If  the  thoroughness  of  this  training  is  to  be  con- 
tinued, the  importance  of  the  opening  year  of  College 
life  cannot  be  over-estimated.  The  Freshman  Class  re- 
quire and  should  have  instruction  of  the  very  highest 
grade  in  point  of  exactness  and  ability.  That  we  may 
secure  this,  Professor  Whitehorne  has  consented  to  add 
to  his  duties,  as  Professor  of  Greek,  the  care  of  instruct- 
ing the  members  of  the  Freshman  Class  in  Latin.  The 
Lectures  by  Doctor  Lewis,  on  Philosophy  and  Philology, 
while  they  include  both  Greek  and  Latin,  are  especially 
adapted  to  Seniors.  P^or  the  intermediate  instruction  in 
Latin,  we  have  been,  for  some  months,  indebted  to  the 
voluntary  servicos  of  the  Professors  just  named.  In  order 
not  to  overburden  the  members  of  the  P^iculty  in  eharge 
of  classical  studies,  the  service  of  a  Latin  Professor  who 
can  give  to  the  College  the  time  necessary  for  the  charge 
of  the  Junior  and  Sophomore  classes,  is  required.  We 
have  reason  to  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  secure  for  this 
important  position  one  who  is  both  an  accomplished 
teacher  and  also  an  eminent  scholar  and  writer. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 

The  Report  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners 
of  the  classes  of  Union  College,  which  has  been  re- 
ceived, states,  that  the  duty  assigned  them  was  duly  per- 
formed ;  that  they  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
at  the  examinations  conducted  by  the  several  Professors 
of  the  College,  and  that  the  examinations  evinced  not  only 
care,  vigilance,  earnestness  and  ripe  qualification  on  the 
part  of  the  Professors,  but  diligent  and  resolute  applica- 
tion on  the  part  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  pupils.  "  In 
nearly  all  the  divisions  visited,"  the  report  continues,  "  the 
"  student  was  left  to  himself  to  state  what  he  really  knew 
"  on  a  given  subject,  without  suggestions  or  leading 
"  questions  from  the  teacher.  They  are  pleased  to  find 
''that  this  is  the  method  of  teaching  practiced  in  Union 
**  College  ;  and  that  the  young  men  promise  to  go  forth 
"  well  furnished  for  their  life-work  in  solid  knowledge, 
*'  accurately  acquired  and  ready  for  use  at  the  proper 
*'  time.    They  find  the  affairs  of  the  College  in  a  flour- 

ishing  condition.  The  large  accessions  to  the  College 
"  for  the  last  two  terms,  unusual  of  late  years,  speak  of 
*'  newly  awakened  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Institu- 

tion,  and  of  a  new  impulse  having  been  communicated 
*' to  it.  The  project  of  the  Union  University,  embracing 
''within  its  curriculum  the  departments  of  Law  and 
"  Medicine,  and  the  ample  endowments  and  equipments 
"  of  the  Dudley  Observatory,  they  regard  as  an  oppor- 
"  tune  movement  which  will  augment  the  usefulness  and 
"  prosperity  of  the  Institution." 

THE  LIBRARY. 
The  appointment  of  Curators  for  the  re-organization 
and  charge  of  this  Department  made  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  in  January,  gives  promise  that  it 
will  soon  become  what  it  has  failed  to  be  and  what  we 
sincerely  desire  to  make  it,  a  first-class  working  libra- 
ry, tending  to  the  culture  of  the  student,  and  of  all 
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who  desire  to  avail  themselves,  under  proper  restrictions, 
of  its  advantages.  The  need  has  long  been  felt  of  more 
suitable  accommodations  for  the  Library,  and  of  librari- 
ans, whose  duty  should  be  not  only  to  preserve  the  books 
from  ill  usage  or  loss,  but  to  increase  their  use  by  giving 
greater  facilities  for  consulting  them,  and  by  stimulating 
the  students  to  a  wider  and  more  systematic  course  of 
general  reading.  It  is  impossible  for  an  officer  burdened 
with  the  charge  of  another  important  department,  to  do 
this.  The  present  resources  of  the  Institution  are 
insufficient  for  the  heavy  expenses  required  for  the  effi- 
cient working  of  this  Department.  Under  the  head  of 
Endowments,  will  be  found  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
respectable  sum  received  as  the  nucleus  of  the  fund 
needed  for  these  purposes.  The  large  room  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  fire-proof  Treasury  building,  used  for  some 
years  as  a  chapel,  was  designed  ultimately  for  one 
of  the  museums.  It  will  at  once  be  fitted  up  with 
alcoves,  etc.,  making  a  safe  and  sufficient  library  room 
for  the  time  being.  The  Department  can  thus  be  put 
into  working  order  and  the  books  we  have,  be  made 
useful.  Contributions  consisting  of  a  small  number  of 
books  and  pamphlets,  have  been  acknowledged  annually 
for  several  years  past,  but  no  considerable  and  permanent 
additions  to  the  library  have  been  made  until  quite  re- 
cently. The  use  of  the  large  and  valuable  collection 
made  by  Mr.  John  Paterson,  of  Albany,  comprising  curi- 
ous and  rare  books,  chiefly  on  mathematical,  physical  and 
metaphysical  subjects,  has  been  secured  by  affording  the 
owner  room  and  care  for  his  books.  The  College  has 
the  first  right  of  purchase  in  case  of  the  sale  of  the  col- 
lection. The  gift  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  will  secure 
this  valuable  addition  to  the  library. 

PARKS  AND  BUILDINCIS. 

The  curators  of  the  Collegt^  Parks  have  carried  forward 
the  improvements  of  the  buildings  and  have  adopted 
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measures  looking  to  the  adornment  of  the  College 
grounds.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  opening  and 
sale  of  the  outlying  lands  set  apart  for  the  purposes  in- 
dicated in  the  former  report.  I  could  wish  that  some 
other  plan  could  be  devised  to  meet  the  need  oT  a  fund 
(of  at  least  fifty  thousand  dollars),  the  income  of  which 
would  be  expended  on  the  necessary  repairs  and  im- 
provements of  the  buildings  and  grounds.  The  auction 
of  real  estate  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  was 
postponed  upon  the  advice  of  the  Treasurer,  who  re- 
gards the  slower  development  of  the  property  as  more 
surely  advantageous.  We  have  the  more  readily  assen- 
ted to  his  suggestions  from  a  reluctance  to  witness  the 
sale  of  lands,  large  portions  of  which  might  well  be  main- 
tained as  a  public  park  by  the  College,  or  by  the  citizens 
of  Schenectady ;  yet  the  purpose  for  which  the  sales 
were  authorized  (immediate  and  much  needed  improve- 
ment) cannot  be  neglected  without  serious  injury  to  the 
College.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  Treasurer,  the 
valuable  services  of  his  son  have  been  secured  to  aid  in 
the  advantageous  and  prompt  disposal  of  lots — alternate 
lots  or  sections  will  be  reserved.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Curators  they  adopted,  with  slight  modifications,  the 
plan  of  streets  suggested  by  Mr.  Tinsley  Jeter,  of  Beth- 
lehem, Pa.  They  also  appointed  a  committee  with  power 
to  secure  the  necessary  trees  and  shrubs  for  improving 
the  parks  and  screens.  They  further  authorized  the  con- 
tinuation of  improvements  in  the  College  buildings,  as 
far  as  funds  will  justify.  Plans  have  been  prepared  and 
surveys  made  by  the  Professor  of  Engineering  and  his 
pupils,  involving  considerable  labor  and  attesting  the 
efficiency  of  his  Department. 

The  Gymnasium  building,  to  which  reference  is  made 
more  at  length  in  another  part  of  this  report,  is  now  be- 
ing erected.  The  Memorial  Chapel  and  Alumni  Hall 
building  is  also  nearly  ready  to  be  roofed  in.  It  should 
have  been  entirely  ready.    The  excuse  presented  by  the 
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builders  is  that  there  has  been  delay  in  procuring 
stone.  In  justice  to  its  trusts,  the  College  can  be  satis- 
fied with  nothing  less  than  the  prompt,  efficient,  and 
successful  performance  of  the  work  assigned,  from  all 
persons  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Institution. 

THE  ALUMNI. 

Wherever  the  Alumni  have  gathered,  the  Faculty  has 
received  the  encouraging  report  that  their  meetings  have 
been  well  attended  and  that  their  expressions  of  interest 
in  their  Alma  Mater  have  been  cordial  and  enthusiastic. 
Committees  have  been  appointed  to  attend  the  Com- 
mencement exercises.  Enquiries  have  been  made  with 
reference  to  the  m.ore  pressing  wants  of  the  Institution. 
I  need  but  refer  to  the  summary  (printed  herewith)  of  the 
wants  of  the  College,  and  to  the  admirable  suggestion  of 
Doctor  Jackson,  that  each  association  take  up  some  one 
part  of  the  proposed  endowment  as  a  special  object,  and 
endeavor  to  assist  in  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  to 
complete  it. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  that  the  College  has  lacked 
books  of  reference,  apparatus,  specimens,  etc.,  required 
by  the  Professors  and  their  pupils,  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies,  ar^d  that  this  deficiency  still  exists.  Most 
of  the  Alumni  are  ignorant  of  this  fact  and  that  the 
need  would  be  amply  supplied  in  each  department 
by  the  gift  of  a  few  thousand  dollars.  While  I  have  wil- 
lingly expended  one-third  of  my  salary  for  the  benefit 
of  the  College  and  its  students,  I  have  yet  been  unable 
to  meet  these  pressing  wants. 

If  it  has  seemed  to  any  of  us  that  the  hospitality  of 
the  College  and  the  amount  expended  in  making  its  con- 
dition known  through  the  press  has  been  insufficient, 
we  have  also  been,  until  very  lately,  without  knowledge 
of  the  fact,  that  these  outlays  have  been  charged  to  the 
general  fund  of  the  College.  No  provision  is  made  with 
us,  as  is  customary  in  most  colleges,  by  graduating  fees. 
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etc.,   for  the  expenses  attending  Commencement,  the 
printing  of  circuhirs,  and  the  free  distribution  of  cata- 
logues.   On  making  a  careful  estimate,  by  the  aid  of  the 
College  records,  we  find  that  the  sums  expended  since 
the  beginning  of  this  century  for  hospitalities,  if  placed 
at  compound  interest,  would  yield  to  the  College  an  en- 
dowment amounting  to  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
thousand  dollars  !    A  moderate  fee  from  those  admitted 
to  v^ote  for  the  Alumni  representatives  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  a  much  larger   fee  imposed  upo.i  those 
who  are  voted  into  the  ^.  B.  K.  Society,  after  their  grad- 
uation, might  be  charged  ;  or  some  other  method  be 
found  to  secure  each  year  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  expen- 
ses of  Alumni  day,  etc.    This  would  relieve  the  over- 
taxed general  fund  of  the  College,  and  supply  the  Alumni 
with  hospitality  more  ample  and  satisfactory  than  that 
which  the  College  has,  at  present,  the  ability  to  offer. 
At  some  Colleges,  the  Alumni  association  and  the  <P.  B. 
K.  Society  furnish  the  Alumni  banquet  on  alternate  years. 
The    members  of   the  Faculty   will,  as  heretofore,  be 
always  happy  to  welcome  to  their  homes  the  Alumni 
and  friends  of  the  Institution. 

Improvements  are  already  being  made  in  the  students' 
quarters  as  rapidly  as  funds  are  secured  for  the  purpose. 
Room-rents  have  been  considerably  raised.  It  is  said 
that  by  this  action  the  numbers  in  College  may  be  kept 
down.  This  might  also  be  urged  against  a  fair  charge 
being  connected  with  increased  advantages  in  the  several 
departments.  But  as  the  course  adopted  is  reasonable, 
it  will  result  for  the  best,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
immediate  effect.  The  full  term  bill  has  heretofore  rep- 
resented but  a  small  fraction  of  the  pro  rata  expense  of 
instruction  to  the  College.  Those  who  are  able  to  pay 
doubtless  prefer  to  be  charged  a  just  proportion  of  the 
actual  cost  to  the  College  of  the  instruction  and  other 
expenses.     Any  increase  of  income  which  may  be  re- 
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ceived  fforrt  this  source  will  be  devoted  to  increasing  the 
fund  for  the  aid  of  deserving  students  iii  straitened  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  objection  as  to  numbers  holds  against  sustain- 
ing an  elevated  standard  of  scholarship.  I  would  invite 
from  the  Alumni,  and  others  interested,  the  considera- 
tion both  of  the  kind  and  quality  of  the  tuition  now  be- 
ing given  here.  It  will  be  found,  I  believe,  that  good  and 
true  work  is  being  done,  that  the  teaching  is  thorough 
and  earnest,  the  drill  searching,  and  that  the  instruction 
given  entitles  the  Institution  to  a  high  rank  among  those 
who  are  striving  to  raise  the  standard  of  academic  educa- 
tion. Graduates  of  the  College,  teachers  and  parents 
alike,  have  found  fault  with  the  stand  taken  by  the  Fac- 
ulty in  this  matter.  A  little  reflection  will  '^how  that  if 
a  more  advanced  scholarship  is  insisted  on  than  was  re- 
quired twenty  years  ago,  this  is  done  in  the  interest  of 
the  student.  We  can  but  aim  for  the  best  teaching  in 
every  department  ;  we  should  care  nothing  for  numbers 
as  compared  with  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  indi- 
vidual scholarship  and  character.  Was  it  not  Dr.  Arnold 
who  said,  We  aim  not  for  numbers,  but  W  graduate 
educated  Christian  gentlerrien  ?  "  If  an  impression  has 
gone  abroad  that  the  requirerrients  of  the  College  have 
been  at  times  insufficient  and  its  standard  tod  low,  we 
are  detcrnnined  that  no  foundation  for  such  an  opiniorl 
dr  misapprehension  shall  henceforth  exist.  Preparatory 
training  we  aim  to  elevate  by  the  school  recently  estab- 
lished. The  character  of  the  training  in  the  Academical 
Department  is  more  entirely  within  the  control  of  the 
Faculty.  We  are  united  in  our  determination  that  it 
shall  be  of  the  most  elevnted  character.  This,  however, 
will  have  a  tendency  to  check  a  rapid  growth  in  numbers. 
We  ask  the  Alumni,  while  congratulating  us  upon  the 
increase  recorded  within  the  past  year,  to  remember 
that,  apart  from  the  rise  of  Institutions  all  about  us  tend- 
ing to  reduce  our  numbers,  the  elevation  of  our  standard 
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of  admission  and  of  term  requirements  may  result,  for  a 
time  at  least,  in  a  seeming  decrease  in  the  surface  pros- 
perity of  the  College.  It  is  proposed  that  degrees  be 
given  only  to  those  members  of  the  graduating  class  who 
attain  a  high  grade  of  scholarship,  and  that,  as  in  the 
German  Universities,  the  diplomas  shall  indicate  three 
different  grades  of  honor.  Adhering  to  the  marking 
system,  this,  with  a  higher  sustaining  mark,  will  have  a 
decided  influence  in  the  improvement  of  scholarship. 

Permit  me  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  Journ- 
alism, now  a  pursuit  of  importance,  is  destined  soon  to 
become  a  leading  profession.  Many  of  our  graduates 
hold  places  of  influence  on  the  staff  of  leading  newspa- 
pers. A  department,  or  College  of  Journalism,  would 
be  an  important  addition  to  the  curriculum.  The  Col- 
lege endeavors  to  foster  a  taste  for  literary  labor  among 
its  pupils,  and  we  are  gratified  by  the  manifest  improve- 
ment in  the  manner  and  style  of  the  Journals  published 
by  the  students.  The  reflex  action  of  such  a  department 
on  the  College  would  also  be  beneficial  by  bringing  it 
into  closer  connection  with  the  Press.  We  desire  that 
all  efforts  worthy  of  mention,  which  are  being  made  by 
our  officers  for  the  advancement  of  sound  education 
should  receive  suitable  recognition.  There  is  no  jour- 
nalist, and  scarcely  an  alumnus,  without  influence  to  se- 
cure the  insertion,  w^hcther  in  metropolitan  or  village 
papers,  of  information  as  to  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  College.  These  news  items  or  notices  would  be  of 
substantial  benefit  to  the  Institution. 

The  fact  that  former  pupils,  (Dr.  Norton,  Mr.  Price, 
and  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh)  during  the  illness  of  an  es- 
teemed member  of  the  l-^aculty,  came  promptly  forward 
to  his  aid,  has  suggested  the  thought  that  many  of  the 
graduates  of  the  College  would  be  glad  to  unite  in  an  en- 
dowment which  should  relieve  from  excessive  labor  the 
three  eldest  members  of  the  h^aculty;  men  widely  known 
and,  wherever  known,  honored.  One  Alumnus  has  offered 
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one  thousand  dollars  as  a  first  subscription,  and  the  year 
should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  our  securing  thirty 
thousand  dollars  or,  better,  twice  or  thrice  that  amount 
for  this  purpose. 

ENDOWMENTS. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  College  has  prepared  for  the  use 
of  those  more  immediately  interested,  a  volume  con- 
taining his  Reports  during  the  important  period  of  his 
Treasurership  from  1853  to  1873.  It  contains,  besides 
other  matters  of  great  interest,  tables  admirably  arranged 
and  extending  over  this  entire  time.  Without  entering 
into  further  details,  one  fact  forces  itself  upon  the  atten- 
tion, and  that  is  the  absence,  as  though  by  rule,  (with 
one  or  two  notable  exceptions)  of  entries  of  endowment. 
A  further  examination  shows  that  the  entries  have  not 
been  made,  because,  during  that  period,  endowments  have 
not  been  received,  except  in  the  two  instances  recorded. 
Let  us  hope  that  when  the  account  of  the  next  twenty 
years  is  complete,  the  record  of  items  of  general  endow- 
ments (begun  this  year)  may  be  found  to  have  been  con- 
tinued and  annually  augmented.  Thus  supplied  with 
what  it  needs,  the  Institution  will  be  enabled  to  keep 
pace  with  the  march  of  an  advancing  age. 

As  stated  in  the  previous  report,  while  the  College  has 
endowments  and  trusts  which,  if  successfully  husbanded 
and  developed,  will  handsomely  maintain  the  Institution 
on  a  basis  considered  amply  sufficient  fifty  years  ago, 
the  present  constantly  increasing  and  costly  demands  of 
science  require  the  endowment  of  new  departments  and 
the  supplementing  of  old  ones,  for  which  we  must  look 
from  year  to  year  to  the  friends  of  Education  and  of 
Union  University. 

The  improvements  now  in  progress  include  the  Gym- 
nasium building,  the  need  of  which  has  so  long  been  felt. 
The  sum  required  to  put  the  building  under  roof  has 
been,  in  large  part,  secured  by  the  students  themselves. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  Alumni  and  friends  of  the  College 
will  come  forward  promptly  to  their  aid  with  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  finish  and  equip  it,  namely;  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars. Space  for  bath  and  dressing  rooms,  etc.,  is  provided 
under  the  same  roof. 

Instead  of  a  boarding-club  building,  as  first  proposed, 
I  would  suggest  the  endowment  of  a  boarding  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  assistance  to  the  deserving  and 
needy.  The  amcfunt  required  to  erect  a  building,  if  placed 
at  interest,  would  yield  an  income  sufficient  for  aiding 
this  class  of  students.  Others  need  not  and,  therefore, 
should  not  be  aided  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  Besides 
tending  to  indiscriminate  aid,  a  costly  building  might  be- 
come an  occasion  of  waste  and  loss.  This  certainly  would 
be  the  case  should  the  College  find  itself  hampered  with 
an  incompetent  or  dishonest  steward.  What  is  required, 
is  an  ample  fund,  whether  by  the  endowment  of  addi- 
tional scholarships,  fellowships,  or  otherwise,  from  the 
income  of  which  the  deserving  and  necessitous  can  be 
assisted.  We  need  fellowships  of  this  kind  not  only  for 
resident  graduates,  but  also  for  those  desiring  to  prose- 
cute post-graduate  studies,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.- 

Dr.  George  T.  Stephens,  of  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, has  notified  me  of  his  determination  to  present  to 
Union  College  his  valuable  herbarium.  He  is  now  hav- 
ing a  complete  catalogue  made,  and  proposes  to  obtain 
any  specimens  that  may  be  wanting,  and  to  have  all  the 
specimens  uniformly  mounted.  They  should  be,  at  once, 
provided  with  safe  and  suitable  receptacles,  sufficient  also 
to  secure  and  preserve  the  collections  made  by  Professor 
Pearson. 

I  deeply  regret  that  means  are  not  at  hand  for  erecting 
the  new  Library.  The  building  proposed  would  afford 
suitable  rooms  for  the  recitations  and  literary  exercises 
of  the  Rhetorical  Department.  This  would  enable  Pro- 
fessor Welch  to  prosecute  with  greater  advantage  the 
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preparatory  training  of  competitors  for  those  prizes  in 
which  he  is  seeking  with  success  to  enlist  the  interest  of 
the  students.  The  plans  of  the  building  included  also 
apartments  such  as  are  needed  for  the  more  efficient  or- 
ganization and  carrying  on  of  the  associated  Christian 
work  of  the  College.  I  learn  from  Professor  Wells,  who 
has  given  much  time  to  the  encouragement  of  these  ef- 
forts, that  great  good  might  be  accomplished  if  better 
appliances  were  provided.  I  have  received  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  which  might  be  used  to  begin  the  erection 
of  the  Library  building ;  but  as  we  have  rooms  which 
can  be  made  to  answer  for  immediate  needs,  I  hesitate 
to  expend  in  building,  donations  which  can  be  devoted 
to  augmenting  the  general  endowment  for  the  support 
of  the  library.  I  await  an  individual  gift ;  or,  if  that 
can  not  immediately  be  had,  an  individual  bequest  suf- 
ficient to  erect  this  building. 

Two  substantial  and  costly  buildings  would  satisfy  our 
requirements  for  all  Departments: 

I.  A  fire-proof  building  costing  from  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  the  libraries,  reading-rooms,  and 
kindred  literary  exercises  of  the  College.  This  building 
to  bear  the  name  of  some  one  memorable  donor.  There 
should  also  be  secured  additions  to  the  permanent  fund, 
increasing  it  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library  and  for  the  support  of  a  Li- 
brarian, who  shall  devote  his  time  principally  to  the 
Library.  Bequests  of  books,  autographs,  letters  and  ob- 
jects of  like  interest  would  also  aid  the  advancement  of 
this  Department. 

IL  A  Hall  of  Science  of  corresponding  appearance  and 
location  is  next  in  importance  to  the  Library  building 
and  endowment.  The  gift  or  bequest  of  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  w^ould  enable  us  to  erect  a  fire- 
proof and  amply  equipped  building,  which  (with  the  ac- 
commodation  vve  have)  would  suffice  for  the  purposes  of 
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instruction  in  all  the  branches  of  natural  science.  Be- 
sides recitation  rooms,  and,  possibly,  apartments  for  a 
resident  Professor,  it  should  contain  accommodations  for 
additional  laboratories,  workshops  and  museums  of  illus- 
tration, etc. 

A  further  endowment  should  be  secured  by  means 
of  subscriptions,  bequests,  etc.,  to  the  total  sum  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  income  to  be 
devoted  to  securing  apparatus  and  additional  instruction 
in  the  various  departments  of  physical  science.  Toward 
this  endowment  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  be- 
quest of  thirty  thousand  dollars  has  recently  been  made, 
of  which  I  became  aware  by  being  asked  for  the  legal 
form  of  bequest.  I  would  again  call  attention  to  the 
suggestion  made  a  year  ago,  that  the  publications  of  the 
College  should  contain  such  a  form. 

THE  CHRISTIAN   UNION  ENDOWMENT. 

Union  College,  conspicuous  from  its  establishment  as 
the  consistent  and  efficient  representative  of  Christian 
Unity,  occupies  a  commanding  vantage  ground.  It  was 
founded  on  the  broad  principles  of  Evangelical  Catho- 
licity, and  has  ever  sought  to  inculcate  and  exemplify  a 
religious  faith,  at  once  definite  and  comprehensive. 
Dangers  might  justly  be  apprehended  were  the  Institu- 
tion without  a  Christian  basis.  The  religious  influences 
of  College  life,  adjusted  to  conditions  different  from  those 
of  home  or  of  parochial  life,  should  be  so  directed  as  to 
be  constant  and  potent.  The  duty  of  the  College  officers 
herein  is  clear.  The  ideal  before  us  is  one  that  com- 
mends itself  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  countless  Chris- 
tians, who  regard  these,  principles  as  most  important 
agents  in  the  formation  of  an  elevated  and  large-minded 
manhood.  The  word  of  God,  acknowledged  as  the  su- 
preme rule  of  faith  and  practice  ;  presented  from  a  Col- 
lege pulpit  dedicated  neither  to  exclusiveness  nor  to 
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laxity ;  enforced  by  Chapel  worship  combining  elements 
both  liturgical  and  extemporaneous  ;  illustrated  by  a  col- 
legiate year  and  an  hallowed  Lord's  Day,  ordered  with 
respect  to  the  common  faith  of  Christendom  ;  such  is  the 
ideal  alone  consistent  with  the  principle  of  Christian 
Unity,  indicated  by  the  name  Union,  exemplified  on 
many  pages  of  the  history  of  the  College,  and  co-inci- 
dent in  purpose  with  the  exalted  aspiration  of  the  Di- 
vine Master  for  his  people  that     all  may  be  one." 

It  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  donors  that  I  ask 
the  formal  acceptance  and  acknowledgment  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  considerable  sums  of  money  which  have  been  col- 
lected as  a  part  of  "The  Christian  Union  Endowment 
Fund."  These  gifts  evince  the  interest  of  the  friends  of 
Christian  Unity  in  the  distinctive  religious  principles  of 
Union  College.  They  attest  the  desire  that  the  Institu- 
tion may  continue  faithful  in  the  future  to  those  broad 
and  comprehensive  principles  which  hiive  characterized 
her  influence  in  the  past.  The  acceptance  of  this  trust 
by  your  honorable  Board  will  tend  to  establish  Union 
College  yet  more  firmly  on  that  foundation  of  enlight- 
ened catholicity  upon  which  the  Institution,  when  chart- 
ered, was  intentionally  placed.  It  will  also  be  an  added 
guarantee  that  the  system  we  have  thus  indicated  is  to 
be  worked  out,  and  made  perpetual  in  the  Institution. 

The  following  subscriptions  which  have  recently  been 
paid,  together  with  the  accompanying  note,  will  indicate 
the  nature  and  present  progress  of  the  Christian  Union 
Endowment  Fund  : 

Clarkson  N.  Potter  and  Howard  Potter,  (Chapel 


building),    .....  $40,000 

Joseph  W.  Fuller,  President's  residence,  .  10,000 

T.  H.  P.,  Lectures  on  Christian  Evidence,  .  3,000 

James  Brown,  Purchase  of  books,       .  .  10,000 

Three  subscribers,  as  President  directs,  .  5,000 

Miss  C.  L.  Wolfe,  as  President  directs,  .  5,000 

$73,000 
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"  Regarding  the  Christian  religion  as  an  essential  ele- 
"  ment  in  education,  and  sympathizing  cordially  with  the 
"  principles  of  Christian  unity  which  Union  College  was 
*'  designed  to  represent  and  realize,  the  donors  desire, 
with  a  view  to  the  perpetuation  of  influences  and  prin- 
ciples  of  such  vital  importance,  that  their  contributions 
"  to  the  College  be  regarded  as  part  of  its  Christian 
"  Union  Endowment  Fund." 

CONCLUSION. 

I  am  informed  that  there  has  been  during  the  year  a 
decided  advance  in  the  scholarship,  moral  tone,  and  man- 
liness of  the  students,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
They  have  been  deeply  interested  and  personally  en- 
gaged in  the  improvements  now  in  progress.  This,  I  be- 
lieve, has  tended  to  make  dear  to  them,  all  that  concerns 
the  honor  and  advancement  of  the  College.  The  ideal 
government  for  student  life  is  surely  that  which  trusts  the 
student,  places  power  and  responsibility  in  his  hands, 
and  seeks  to  develop  in  him  that  spirit  of  self-govern- 
ment on  which  his  future  so  largely  depends — Arbitrary 
repression  of  all  that  pertains  to  youth  ;  the  estimation 
of  that  which  is  simply  unwise  as  equally  culpable  with 
that  which  is  unmistakably  wicked,  a  reliance  upon 
espionage  rather  than  the  sense  of  honor,  upon  fear 
rather  than  love  ; — ideas  of  this  sort  are  alien  to  an  in- 
stitution, whose  system  of  training,  it  is  believed,  is 
capable  of  doing  more  good  and  less  harm  than  any 
other  form  of  College  discipline  which  has  been  de- 
vised. Wc  cannot  believe  that  youths  of  the  age  ad- 
mitted to  Colleges  arc  either  able  to  choose  for  them- 
selves or  to  care  for  themselves,  without  counsel  or  over- 
sight ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  do  we  believe  that  a  Col- 
lege seeking  to  prepare  youth  for  manhood,  should  ad- 
minister discipline  so  as  to  irritate  by  needless  exactions 
or  to  enfeeble  by  unnatural  restraint,  those  who  are  to 
be  developed  by  all  the  resources  of  scientific  training 
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and  wise  discipline;  and  thus  "educated,"  led  forth,  un- 
der a  sense  of  moral  obligation,  in  the  exercise  of  self- 
culture  and  self-government,  to  the  larger  liberty  of 
Christian  manhood. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Alumni,  to  the  Faculty,  to 
the  Trustees,  and  to  the  friends  of  Union  College,  as 
well  as  to  those  who  are  now  united  with  us  in  the  Uni- 
versity, for  their  counsel,  co-operation  and  support. 

I  deem  this  the  fitting  opportunity  to  place  on  record 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  indebtedness  to  one,  (the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  Trumbull  Backus),  who,  after  a  pastorate  of 
forty  year's  duration  in  this  city,  now  retires  from  the 
charge  of  his  devoted  congregation.  His  influence  has 
been  potent  for  good  among  the  students  and  in  the 
councils  of  the  institution  during  a  period  of  nearly  half 
a  century.  May  he  long  live  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  his 
ripe  wisdom  and  paternal  influence.  I  may  be  permitted 
also  to  record  the  fact,  that  the  day  upon  which  this  re- 
port is  dated,  is  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  the  late  President,  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott. 

The  rapidly  multiplying  anniversaries  of  interest  to  the 
College,  crowd  thick  upon  us.  May  their  inspiration  be 
far  reaching  !  Thus  will  be  fulfilled  that  aspiration  for  the 
future,  which  closed  my  first  annual  report  to  your  re- 
spected board  ;  and  which  I  would  now  reiterate. 

The  Institution  cannot  die  :  its  present  Endowments, 
though  insufficient  for  its  needs,  are  yet  of  such  a  cha- 
racter as  to  justify  the  prediction  of  its  long  continuance. 
Founded  in  1795,  the  College  has  entered  upon  the  last 
quarter  of  its  First  Century.  May  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration disclose  facts  honorable  to  all  who  are  related  to 
Educational  interests,  and  to  our  Alma  Mater. 

Signed,  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter, 

President. 

Union  College,  June  25th,  1873. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT 


OF  THE 


7l^£A3UF^£R    Of    ^yi^lON  j]loLLEQ£. 


MADE  MAY  31,  1873. 


Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  make  an  Annual  Report  to  this  Board  of 
the  state  of  the  Funds  of  College,  and  the  Revenue  arising  from  the  same, 
together  with  his  account,  and  cause  fifty  copies  thereof  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Board. — Min.,  Boa/d  Tnis.,  vol.  /,  2^6. 


PRINTED  FOR  THE  TRUSTEES  AND  VISITORS. 
[not  published  ] 


UNION 


I.    Balajicc  Sheet, 


ASSETS.-^ 

Casli  on  hand,   -    $26,476  26 

Bonds  and  Mortga^^es,    ,        .       _       _  102,911  80 

Permanent  Leases,      _       _       _       _  .       7,663  48 

Certificates  of  Trust,  (Hunter's  Point),   -  22,000  00 

Bills  Receivable,         _       _       _       .  _       2,826  54 

Bank  Stocks,    -       -       ^       -       -       -  i,350  00 

Real  Estate,  for  sale,  -----  134,430  34 

Hunter's  Point  Trust,     .       -       _       .  92  36 

Sundry  Accounts,  Students  and  others,  -       4,071  52 


$301,822  30 


*  Note. — The  College  buildings,  with  the  Library  and  other  property 
contained  in  them,  and  the  grounds  constituting  the  site,  and  not  disposable, 
have  no  fixed  pecuniary  value  attached  to  them  in  this  set  of  accounts. 


COLLEGE. 


May  ^i,  i8jj. 


FUNDS  AND  LIABILITIES. 


President  and  Professors'  Fund,  - 

-  $78,483 

93 

Indigent  Students'  Fund, 

50,000 

00 

Warner  Prize  Fund,    -       -       -  - 

714 

28 

Blatchford  Prize  Fund,    -       -  _ 

1 ,000 

00 

Nott  Trust  Fund,       .       _       .  - 

4.937 

51 

Taylor  and  Lowber  Contract, 

35.357 

72 

Bills  Payable,  ----- 

24,000 

00 

"         "      (Ingham  Prize  Fund), 

1 ,000 

00 

Coe  Memorial  Library  P'und, 

10,000 

00 

Gymnasium  Fund,  -       -       -  - 

2,667 

25 

Sundry  Accounts,       _       _       _  . 

2,471 

68 

$210,632 

37 

Net  Capital,  ----- 

9  L  1  89 

93 

$301,822  30 
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11.  liico)ne  and  Expcnditzires 


INCOME. 

Interest  and  Dividends,        _       _       _  _    $7,860  10 

Real  Estate — rents,  -       -       -       -       -  102  91 

Tuition,  5,090  00 

Profit  and  Loss,        _       _       _       _        .  3,025  00 

(Division  Hunter's  Point),  -      5,500  00 

Graduates — old  bills  paid,        _       _       _  30  00 

Library,  439  49 

Park  and  Buildings,          _       _       _       _  1,711  74 

General  Expenses,        _       _       -       _  _         302  80 

Apparatus,       ______  225  22 


$24,287  26 


5- 


for  the  Year  ending  May  ji,  iSyj. 

EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  to  account  of 

Instruction, — Salaries,  -----  $9,850  00 

Students,  suspended  accounts,         -       -  6  00 

Treasury  Office,  Salaries,  Stationery,  &c.,    -  2,463  07 

College  Garden,    ------  350  00 

Incidentals,      ------  274  44 

Analytical  Laboratory,         -       -       _       .  677  28 

Warner  Prize,          _       .       _       -       _  50  00 

Union  School  Scholars,        -       -       -       _  -2,60  00 

Taxes,      -------  1,044  5^ 

Printing,   1,547  90 

Insurance,        -  701  55 

Diplomas,     -       --       --       --  48  25 

Indigent  Students,  -----  1,728  00 

Ingham  Prize,      ------  70  00 

Law  Expenses,        -       -       -       -       -  100  00 

Natural  History  Department,      -       -       -  646  90 


$19,917  97 

Net  Gain,  _____  4,369  29 


$24,287  26 


6. 


III.  List  of  Securities  lie  Id  by  the  Treasurer  of  Urdon 
College,  May  31,  1873. 


BONDS,  MORTGAGES  AND  CONTRACTS. 


31  Isaac  Smith,  -       -       -       -  - 

-    $1,050  00 

36  John  T.  Visscher,      _       _  . 

43  Charles  Richter,     _       -       -  - 

1,200  00 

45  Philo  Stevens,    -       -       -  - 

2,800  00 

63  Andrew  Acker,      _       _       .  . 

421;  00 

67  Robert  House,  -       -       -  - 

750  00 

79  Robert  Green,       _       _       _  - 

1,000  00 

89  Martha  M.  Kelly, 

6,200  00 

91  James  Diament,     _       _       _  - 

1,100  00 

99  John  Reitz,       _       -       -  . 

4QO  00 

103  Tames  Dennen,      _       _       _  - 

3,000  00 

1 1 ;  Mary  Brady,      .       _        .  _ 

140  00 

119  Richard  S.  Corl,     -       -       -  . 

^0  00 

120  Patrick  Gallaher,        _       _  _ 

150  00 

125  Eliza  Thompson,    -       -       -  . 

240  00 

127  John  H.  Hardy, 

244  62 

139  William  Harris,      .       _       _  . 

155  00 

141  Mary  McCaffrey, 

200  00 

145  Samuel  0.  Hedden, 

837  00 

149  William  J.  McMullen, 

837  00 

161  Charles  Richter,     _       _       _  . 

150  00 

172  Danfel  Ketcham,  - 

300  00 

175  Ferdinand  J.  Meyers, 

270  00 

183  M.  M.  Proper,    _       _       -  - 

375  00 

185  Isaac  R.  Truax.      _       _       _  - 

100  00 

189  Henry  Rudo!ph,        _       -  _ 

1,700  00 

199  Christ  Church,  Schenectady, 

1,782  00 

Carried  forwaid,  - 

-     $25,639  37 
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Brought  forward, 

$25,639  37 

213  Michael  Gartner,  -       -  - 

550  00 

215  F.  J.  Myers,      _       -       -  - 

270  00 

219  William  Stoops,  - 

1,200  00 

227  Taylor  Jones,  - 

50  00 

230  Hugh  Riddle, 

270  00 

242  George  Henneman,  - 

-  ,     257  50 

252  Michael  Carrol,      _       _  _ 

1 10  00 

274  Duncan  Ross,   -       -       _  - 

55  00 

300  R.  W.  Lowber, 

10,000  00 

326  William  Plath, 

750  00 

327  George  Fleeman,  - 

450  00 

333  John  Harris,     _       _       -  - 

1,300  00 

337  John  H.  Livingston, 

20,000  00 

338  John  Griffin,     .       _       _  . 

895  00 

339  P"*rancis  Garrity,     _       _  - 

75  00 

334  Catharine  Coleman, 

97  46 

346  Thomas  Dormady, 

975  00 

350  Julia  Philips,    _       -       -  - 

300  00 

352  John  H.  Seeley,    _       -  - 

1,600  00 

354  McEncroe  &  Clements,  - 

800  00 

358  Barney  Gunn,       _       .  . 

300  00 

360  A.  F.  &  J.  B.  Woodruff,  - 

800  00 

362  Anne  Knowlson,   -       -  - 

1,000  00 

364  William  F.  Walsh,  - 

665  00 

366  McMullen  &  McEncroe, 

1,450  00 

368  T.  &  M.  Hunt,  -       -       -  - 

700  00 

370  Jonathan  Pearson, 

1,300  00 

372  Peter  Larkin,    _       _       _  _ 

292  50 

374  Francis  Mulvey,    -       -  - 

360  00 

376  Crawford  and  Vedder, 

1,500  00 

378  Catharine  Coleman, 

1,100  00 

jOD    J  .   LJ .   jn.  tillllllUIlLl,           -            -  - 

Z,vJvJU  KJkJ 

384  John  Crouch,        _       _  . 

1,500  00 

386  J.  R.  Laws,      -       -       -  . 

-1,300  00 

Carried  forward, 

$79^911  83 
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Brought  forward,  -       ...       -    $79,91 1  83 

388  VV.  E.  Mendell,  .  .  -  .  1,000  00 
390  James  Clift,          -----        1,800  00 

392  Joseph  S.  Root,       -  1,300  00 

394  James  Martin,      -  -       -       -       -          100  00 

396  H.  P.  Donelly,         -  _       _       _           1,000  00 

398  James  A.  Church,  -       _       -       -      12,000  00 

400  Jonathan  Pearson,    -  -       -       -           5,500  00 

402  Francis  Conlin,     -  -       -       -       -          300  00 


$102,911  83 

83  Residue  Certificates — Hunter's  Point,        22,000  00 


BANK  STOCK  (par  value). 

201  Manhattan  Company,  -       -    $850  00 

202  Schenectady  Bank,         -  500  00 

 1,350  00 

319  Perpetual  Leases — West  Troy,  (cost),  7,663  48 

335  Lease,  Block  25 — Hunter's  Point,  20,523  68 


NOTES  AND  BONDS. 


292  Paige,  Read  and  Potter,  -  $1,166  40 
191  A.  J.  Thomson,     -       -  160  14 

Jonathan  Pearson,  -  -  1,000  00 
Douglas  Campbell,        -  500  00 

 ■  2,826  54 


$157,275  53 


CLASSICAL  INSTITUTE. 


IV.  Payments  and  Liabilities  of  Union  College  in  the  Pur- 
chase of  the  Delavan  HoiLse  for  a  Classical  School. 

Bond  and  Mortgage  to  Delavan  Estate,  -  $9,441  25 
Cash,    --------      4,553  75 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  on  the  same. 


RECEIPTS. 
Rents,      -       -    $457  28 

Net  expenditure,     427  60 


$884  88 


EXPENDITURES. 

Insurance,  -  $59  50 
Repairs,  -  -  24  50 
Interest,         -       800  88 


$884  88 


lO 


REMARKS. 

The  amounts  received  b)-  the  Treasurer  the  past  year 
by  Partition  and  Donations  have  been  as  follows: 

Partition  on  22  Residue  Certificates,  in  Ponds 
and  Mortgages,  $5,500 

Donation,  from  James  Brown,  Esq.,  New  York, 
and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Coc  Memorial 
Library  Fund,  10,000 


Donation,  from  Miss  C.  L.  Wolf,  of  New  York,  $5,000 

"         Thos.  H.  Powers,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  3,000 

"         William  Tracy,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  1,000 

"         S.  B.  Brownell,  Elsq.,  of  New  York,  i  .000 

"         Douglas  Campbell,  Esq.,  New  York,  500 


Amounting  to  _  _  _  $10,500 
Which,  by  advice,  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Park  and  Buildings,  Library  and  Apparatus  Accounts, 
with  the  understanding  that  said  donations  may  here- 
after be  withdrawn  and  used  for  such  purposes  as  the 
donors  or  the  President  of  the  College  may  designate. 

The  number  of  students  belonging  to  College  on  the 
26th  da)'  of  March,  1872,  was  85;  on  the  first  day  of 
Ajiril,  I  873,  III. 

The  gratuities  bestowed  upon  students  the  past  year 


have  been  as  follows  : 

Paid  to  (27)  Indigent  Students,         -        -        -  $1,728 

Union  School  Scholars  (7),        -        -  360 
"        Nott  1^'ize  Scholars,  exclusive  of  prize 

money,  75 

Suspended  y\ccounts  of  Class  1872,        -        -  6 


$2,169 


NOTT  TRUST  FUND. 
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NOTT  TRUST 

V.  Balance  Sheet, 

ASSETS. 

Cash  on  hand, 
Certificates  of  Residue, 
Hunter's  Point  Trust,  - 
Union  College, 
Bonds  and  Mortgages, 
Real  Estate, 
Bank  Stock, 


$864,068  55 


-  $1,337  97 

7,000  00 
2,604  49 

4,937  51 

-  144,087  50 
703,601  08 

500  00 


VI.  Income  and  Expenditures 
INCOME. 

Interest  and  Dividends,  -  -  -  -  $14,712  98 
Dividend  on  Residue  Certificates,  -  50,006  76 


$64,719  74 
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FUND. 

for  Year  ending  May  ji,  iSyj. 

DEBTS  AND  LIABILITIES. 
■ 

Obligations  Payable,       .       .       _       _     $100,000  00 

Net  Capital,  764,068  55 

$864,068  55 


for  Year  ending  May  J I ,  iSyj. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  to  account  of 

Prize  Scholars,  $43  00 

Visitors  of  Nott  Trust  Fund,    -       -       _  350  00 

Incidentals — Taxes,  etc.,       -       _       _       _      1,677  00 

Professors — Salaries,  _       .       _       _        16,540  OO 

$18,610  00 

Net  Gain,  46,109  74 

$64,719  74 
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NOTT  TRUST  FUND. 

VI 1.   List  of  Securities  payino^  Interest  belonging  to  Nott 
Trust  Fund,  May  ji,  i8jj. 


BONDS  AND  MORTGAGES. 


27  Patrick  H.  Doyle,         _       _       .  . 

-    $1,200  00 

43  John  J.  roster,         -       -       -  - 

1,500  00 

45  Jonathan  reck,      _       _       _       _  . 

600  00 

49  M.  A.  Peck,  ----- 

850  00 

59  O'Connor  &  Lonergan, 

2,000  00 

67  James  Dennen,         -       .       _  _ 

3,700  00 

69  James  McDowell,          _       _       _  . 

600  00 

76  James  Van  Houten,          _       .  _ 

500  00 

78  John  W.  Sterling,          .       .       -  . 

937  50 

81  James  Smith,  ----- 

1,500  00 

119  John  J.  roster,      -       _       _       _  . 

500  00 

131  D.  &  J.  Van  Riper,    -       -       -  - 

800  00 

132  Charles  Ely,  ----- 

-    88,000  00 

137  P'rancis  Pidgeon,       _       _       _  - 

20,000  00 

139  C.  V.  &  V.  C.  King, 

-    20,000  00 

154  P.  M.  &  D.  A.  Johnson,  - 

1,300  00 

170  A.  'I'iedemann,       -       _       _  _ 

100  00 

$144,087  50 

174  Lease  to  Warren  Bros.  7  per  cent,  on 

79476  32 

180  Mechanics  &  Trader's  Bank  Stock, 

500  00 

52  Certificates  of  Trust — Hunter's  Point, 

7,000  00 

$231,063  82 
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rp:marks. 

The  net  capital  of  this  fund,  which  the  Treasurer  is 
now  bound  to  account  for,  amounts  to  $767,310.09,  being 
the  net  amount  of  all  dividends  of  bonds  and  mortgages 
and  lands  which  he  has  hitherto  received,  including  the 
undivided  interest  of  this  Fund  in  the  Real  Estate  at 
Hunter's  Point. 

He  holds  assets  in  cash,  securities,  accounts  and  real 
e^-tate  amounting  to  $764,068.55,  a  sum  less  than  he  ought 
to  have  by  $3,241.54;  this  deficiency  is  occasioned  part- 
ly by  taxes  paid  on  real  estate  at  Hunter's  Point,  but 
mainly  by  the  purchase  of  the  judgment  of  Stillman, 
Allen  &  Co.  for  $5,000,  and  the  payment  of  the  annuity 
of  R.  M.  Stratton,  from  January  i,  1871,  to  January  i, 
1873,  at  the  rate  of  $1,500  a  year. 


GE 

yeari 

862 


298.03 
410.54 
250.00 
413.89 

715.50 

421.68 
37.74 
163.48 
000.00 


483-9^ 
000.00 
714.28 


400.0a 

558.43 
29.45 
25.0c 
32.88 

,466.89 
,7io.8( 


1 

UNION 

COLLEGE 

f 

Assets  and  Liabilities  of  Union  College,  for  years  1853 — 1872. 

ASSRTS. 

1 8.3.3 

1 

1 8.5.5 

18.56 

1857 

18.58 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1865 

1800 

1867 

1868 

1809 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1, 
111,1 

IS7.07 
ir,(1.87 

1,301.20 
119,117.22 

2,017.04 

;20,:^'2.n 

2,817.70 

- 

1,7.56,71 

3,273.50 

4,180.02 
i21.7GO.75 

2,395.55 

3.298.03 

1,543.34 

8,4n",o3 

8,09:!. 84 

38,817.13 

3,182.58 

(1  (151)  7') 

4.137.92 

3,038,01 

i;;:;,i;i9.7i: 

l,7:;0,2l 

2,290.01 

Bills  receiviible,  15.  &  M.,  

1. "0,2.37.02 

12(,4.lC.1.3 

120,000.40 

110,987.97 

129,940.00 

78,410.54 

83,7411.2  1 
l,:;.3(),(Ml 

9S,72ii,3I 

i  :"■.:!,  1.',.^  :;s 

123,087.84 
1,330.00 

i\-.:r,o.()0 

7,; 

)(;()  0(( 

7,31.0.00 

7,3';n,()i 

7,3(;0.00 

7,200  00 

7,250,00 

7,250.00 

7,250.00 

7,250.00 

l^::.3(i.ii(i 

1  ,:;3(i  (HI 

l,:;.'.il.iKi 

l,:;.-,(),r(i 

Real  Estate  

New  Phil.  Hall  (balance  unpaid)  

2.3,7.3.3,81 

1,827.04 

-1',: 

;2'.i.i)8 

i8;!.74 

4,V,8:^.74 

2(;,3C,'.i.7:; 

2i-...3';!).73 

27,317.98 

27,743,89 

27  663.89 

27  413.89 

21  '2. .1.8'.! 

8',0-lr..8J 

1'.'  G27  2u 

1  t,N31.2:i 

11  3'.Mi.2.') 

4  I,1.j1,84 

;is,',i3s.:;  1 

40,413.42 

81  ;;o 

2,'.i38.t;i 

7,782.12 

-5,194.88 

1,733.50 

1,811.17 

1,734.90 

2,398.62 

1,715.50 

1,970.55 

2,615.41 

1,881.56 

1,920.48 

2,266.01 

3,380.93 

5,080.25 

3,512.02 

2,988.77 

7,509.13 

480, 81; 

 1 

700.01 

1,421.68 

842.69 

585.47 

184.08 

19.73 

8.80 

37.74 

37-74 

37.74 

8,163.48 

8,10:!. 48 

8,103.48 

8,163.48 

8,163.48 

8,163.48 

7,663.48 

7,003,48 

7,0«;'.  4H 

7,0(;;i,-is 

7,0(;3.4S 

37,000.00 

44,000.00 

47,000.00 

45,000.00 

12,000.00 

43,200.00 

36,700.00 

22,000,00 
3,104.80 
28,191.39 

22,0110.00 

22,000.00 

7,000.00 

2,500.00 

'  92.30 

31,410.89 

Liabilities. 

President's  &  Professors'  Fund,  

78,483.93 

50,000.00 

78.,iS!.oi 

78,483.93 

50,000.00 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 

78,483-93 
50,000.00 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.2S 

78,483-93 
50,000-00 
714  28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483-93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483.93 
50,000.00 
714.28 

78,483,93 

78,483.93 

78,483-93 

78,483.93 

Indigent  Student."!  Fund  

Warner  Prize  Fund  

50,. 

00.00 

50,000.00 
714.28 

50,000.00 
714,28 
1,000.00 

50,000.00 
714.28 

50,000.00 
714,28 

Blatchford  Prize  Fund,  

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Ingham  Prize  lund  

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Nott  Trust  Fund  

8,600.00 

8,999  °3 

8,999.03 

8,751.29 

8,961.29 

13,891.83 

1 1,203.26 

7,204-45 

Taylor  &  Lowbcr  Contract  

25,466,83 

27,210.21 

29,983.95 

30,882.80 

33,044.60 

Bills  Payable  

14,747.76 
412.93 

1,711.60 

209.67 

17,461.60 
192.27 

17,461.60 
135.00 

19,961.60 
156.30 

19.961.60 
558,31 

19,961.60 
737-51 

20,730.30 
407.71 
90.57 

20.400.00 
558.43 
29.45 
25.00 
32.88 

14,466.89 

174.84 

2,500.00 
1,854.65 

Sundry  Accounts,   

467.86 
^9-45 

490.87 
26.68 

763.31 

362.81 
60.89 

421.28 

299.50 
14.05 

346,20 

1,964.00 

2,168.34 

59,48 

143.14 

4.00 

10.70 

4.29 
19,226.38 

14.00 

1852. 

Net  Capital,   42,612.74 

34.435-42 

26,-.i27.43 

32,166.16 

18,323.80 

"3>467-93 

10,772.77 

10,801.46 

12,728.51 

15,303.92 

19,127  16 

13,310.54 

25,485-98 

33,213-57 

43,499-2^ 

36,820.64 

178,080.04 

156,422.96 

162,571,36 

164,461.60 

159,548,46 

159,374.60 

159,805.30 

162,645.56 

169,657.46 

164,710.86 

145,013.44 

148,853.62 

i5'>93i-54 

167,799.10 

165,752.54 

190,21 5.56 

211,298.39 

212,642.21 

2'8,747-53 

210,436.24 

  42,612.74 

    36,671.84 

6,940.90 

1    29,879.74 

....  36,820.04 

i 

UNION  C 

Income  and  Expenditures  of  Union 

OLLEGE. 

College,  for  the  years  1853-1872. 

Income. 

Tuition,  

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1868 

1859 

I860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

Total. 

Yearly 
Average. 

8,GG7.2G 
6,030.00 
6, 692. 96 

,651.57 
,050.00 
,273.12 

,19V;'.82 
271.39 
553.40 
235.00 

,790.94 

,085.00 
189.76 
G5.58 
241.41 

,090.68 
500.00 
705.25 

7,161.23 
6,430.00 
'■95 

7,887.57 
7.950.50 
52.50 

8,334.89 
8,266.00 

""2"403!78 
311.45 
561.46 
75.00 
4,855.87 

12,286.58 
1,494,71 
896.88 

6,706.26 
8,665.00 
2,426.36 

'"2,'987.4.3 
.395.99 
122,92 

5.846.11 
8,980.00 

96.16 
60.00 
3,974.48 
664.13 
295.17 

6,463.67 
9,278.00 
238.18 
84.93 

11,761.66 
8,418.40 
2,020.26 
171.87 
145.00 
3,573.77 
113.88 
177.78 

6,497.87 

13,208.33 
3'7.44 
1,574.70 
991.24 

5,302.26 
7,028.00 
141,59 

9,520.96 
5,743.00 
5.68 

8,976.20 
5,986.00 
1,233.61 

6,299.86 
5,775.00 
635.37 

10,118,54 
7.074.50 
19,01 

8,558  09 
6,677.00 

8,876.69 
6,065.00 

7,306  85 
6,126.(10 
20,955.67 

8,599.15 
4,960.00 
467.34 

10,018,92 
14!2(i« 

8.221.1;;] 

l(;;!,;i0'i.C(i 
130.S1.-...IO 

8,165.47 
0,510.77 
l.o'j(;.09 
117.65 
79.70 
1.841.67 
74.41 
198.07 
182.20 

I,  783.59 

II,  673.56 

38.15 
741  44 
141.85 
521  33 
',644-57 
427.97 
517.02 
831.08 

50.00 

405.78 
321.74 
2,113.36 
549-74 

68.67 
159.68 
168.80 

70.00 
166.05 

Diplomas  

General  Expenses,  

Presidenfs  Perquisites,  unpaid,   

Loss  or  Gain,  

EXPINDITHRIS. 

Instruction,  Salaries,  

"i',307.I& 
121.98 
331.72 
188.00 
7,4G8.11 

9,869.46  I 

152.30 
1,512.56 

'  i. 494.62 
420.30 
613.50 
187.00 
61.27 

10,890.00 
140.98 
828.80 
917.62 

"2.'('l82.41 
477,44 
369.20 
226.00 

1.3,842.36 

10,406.50 
164.23 
9,908.58 
615.04 

141.00 
4,199  90 
231.32 
534.99 

13.00 
3,149.25 
80.71 
267,45 

177.50 
2,180.78 
346.37 
527.15 

139.50 
2,386.14 
60.60 
489.33 

33.50 
1,101.10 
212.74 
1,410.00 

5,816.62 

13,609  37 
278.49 

53.14 
317.91 
712.68 
1,872.89 
350.00 
441.14 
577.18 

50.00 

76,00 
911.17 
266.38 
354.87 

5.00 
2,180.02 
176.58 
535-51 

26. 10. 
1,270.27 
158.34 
20.00 

153. UO 
473.40 
1,694.66 
195.83 

17. -10 
51-57 
72.28 
798.88 

74  OU 
63.60 
106,72 
262,96 

107  00 

47-50 
628  52 

1,11. -..HI  I 

1,'lSK  -J-J 
3,961.38 
911.00 
3.5,671.84 

233,471.23 
765.01 
14,848.82 
-,837-07 
5,734-62 
32,891 .48 
8,559,42 
10,340.47 
14,128.40 

5,01 9.86 
4,869.35 
4,504  43 
42,267.24 
7,696,39 
412.00 
i,235-6> 
3,376-05 
280.00 
498.17 

2,695.16 

1 2,1 5 1. 4i 

354.90 
1.512.32 
■,95'-7i 

12,748.61 

509.95 
1,711.02 
848.75 

1,927.05 

13,152.50 

292.19 
1,408.90 

4,769.49 

13,936.10 

346.07 
518.43 

1,234.04 
1,388.86 

312.50 
77.76 
50  00 
50.00 

445.00 

837.03 

13,237.00 
454  38 

932.26 

','39-73 
1,560.81 

250.00 
188.65 
318.76 
50.00 

3,823.24 

10,825.00 
304.05 
778.91 

291.13 
1,650.35 
325.00 
162.68 
659-77 
50.00 

278.83 
240.69 
1,330.00 

375.00 

1 56.00 

10,i.32.38 

12,489.98 
60.00 

9,712.33 
277,10 
440.36 

1,946.42 
350.00 
831.41 
178,52 
50.00 
135  00 
571.26 
282  61 

1,195.00 
540.00 

34-3° 

2,187.28 

12,141.79 

526.15 
2,066.88 
751 .12 
422.09 
2,120.99 
400.00 
381.79 
389.05 
50.00 
45.00 
433-87 
231.66 
1,123.00 
588.05 
70.00 
50.00 
10.30 

504.90 

11,034.35 
1,017.87 

854.01 

86.27 
1,979.06 
350.00 
387.05 
74,81 
50.00 

53147 
'95-33 
1,067.50 
622.00 

65  00 
354-40 

40.81 

14,812.86 

8,747.70 
417-44 

60.67 

91.58 
2.124.47 

350.00 
665.80 
587.20 
50.00 

322.12 

739.09 
934.00 

634-75 
70.00 
665.91 
901.45 

7,085  27 

1 1,389.04 

:;r,,.|7 
109.29 

815  01 
2,474.27 
436.86 
65773 
46343 
50.00 

153-61 
368-53 
1,895.80 

577-15 
67.00 

104.48 

70.00 

10,285.69 

10,512.50 
1  17.50 
18,28 

40-35 
2,432.63 
5  55-75 
393. '9 
458.82 

50.00 

264.69 
824.15 
1,632.00 
•  582.24 
70.00 
75.00 

140.00 

6,678  62 

9,750.00 
71,90 
■J  15.1 4 

451.38 
2,469  25 
350.00 
192.20 
5'4-75 
50  00 

448.50 
556.26 
1,669.50 
651.85 
70.00 
900.00 
;i66.05 
70.00 
72.81 

482.25 

Treasurer,  Registrar,  Librarian  anil  Stationery,... 

Incidentals,   

Analytical  Laboratory  

Warner  Prize  

Nott  Prize  and  Union  School  Scholars,   

844.82 
529.31 
362.03 

1,128.81 

500.00 
1,303.69 

i;i85.38 
500.00 
1,074.94 
5,869.43 

258.00 

1,251.70 

500.00 

1,974.99 
1,891.86 

480.86 

1,276.03 
500.00 
301.09 
901.72 

1,284  81 
500.00 
41.13 
963.55 

1,427.64 

500.00 
64.47 
179-55 

1.381.61 
500.00 
133.48 
50.00 
50.00 
482.00 
236  21 
254-39 

2,843.66 
355.00 

500.^ 

Taxes  

Printing,  

Indigent  Students  

Insurance  

Ingham  Prize,  

Law  Expenses,  

Apparatus,  

Blatchford  Prizes  

3,113.00 
162,04 

109.00 
6.00 

2,456.00 
145.63 

3.'i9-34 

2,608.00 
1,042.60 

3,026.00 
194.81 

643.07 
223.37 
3,107.00 
466.00 

75.00 
89.28 

189-39 
76. 60 
3,i'3-5° 
538.00 

248.31 

77-55 

16447 

2,021.00 

588.25 

28.00 

155.40 
1,521.44 

523.00 

633.01 

595-33 
191.88 
1,272.50 
655.00 

6.50 

Natural  History  Department,  

Suspense  Account  

Wheatley  Collection,  

23,266.52 

i,Ol0.46 

17,343.70 

32,999.7 

21.86 
1  24,932.30 

23,317.06 

702.41 
22,137.02 

58.12 
22,634.90 

145a 

27,957.B 

28.88l| 

21,065.59  1 

.  3-17 

20,691.74 

8377 
20,720.98 

29,023.57 

1.25 
21,061.24 

18,163.02 

34,305.53 

183.60 
21,259.63 

241.76 
29,218.61 

19,498.57 

106  88 
938.51 

396,381.01 

35-62 

FUN 

^nd,  for  the  ye 


865 


ii.24 
,81  I  [1,500.00 
.00  1  '292,96 
•65  I  67.58 
57  15  82 
,80  1  109.30 
i.68 


'48.30 


91 


■57.60 


71 


1866 


10,625.0c 
550.0c 
III. 5 
484-7S 


4,900.41 


16,671.79 


16,671.79 


Trus 


ndfor  the  yeai 


A 

.83 
28 

28 

00 

00 

00 

100 

)0 

)0 

t 

>8 

••) 

b9 

J9 

9  a  39 

_i9_ 

2h~)9 
59 


1866 


904,38 
49,139.35 
7,000.00 
112,000.00 
17,250.00 
8,598.21 
930.55 


8,999.03 


201,821.52 


204,821.52 


204,821.52 


NOTT  T 

Income  and  Expenditures  of  Na 


FUND. 

md,for  the  years  1859—1872. 


Expenditures. 


Professors,   

Visitors,   

Prize  Scholars, ... 

Incidentals,   

Profit  and  Loss, 
Loss  or  Gain,  ... 


Interest  and  Rents,  

Land  division  —  Hunter's  Point, 


1859 


30.00 
55-45 


058.28 


1,027.17 


4,350.00 
843.00 
140.00 
301.82 

648.71 


0,283.53 


0,283.53 


5,291.67 
925.00 
180.00 
273.11 

8,000.53 
12,850.12 


1,814.19 


14,070.31 


5.000.00 
625.00 
160.00 

2.633.46 
88.89 

1,180.20 


7,327.15 


8,507.35 


5,000.00 
250.00 
175.04 
21 3.80 
27.11 

2.714.21 


18,380.17 


18,380.1' 


8,78. 
25^ 
76 


IsOo 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

Totals. 

Yearly 
Avcrane. 

I981.24 

1292.96 
1  67.58 
1  15  82 

1109.30 

10,625.00 

III. 57 

484.79 

10,740. 50 
526.00 
63.26 
160.00 
9,551.40 
8,001.82 

10,91 5.00 
400.00 
155.32 

45^-55 
426.48 
399.24 

1 1,750.00 
450.00 

144-50 
19.10 

14,660.00 
411.40 
98.00 
134.89 
0t)7.5U 

3,038  19 

i;, 475. 00 
200.00 
I  30.00 
28.75 

16,695.00 
500,00 
80.00 
'4-75 

131.868.22 
7.430.40 
1.837.30 
5.295.62 

9)4^ 9'  ^ " 

571.57 
131.23 
378.26 
1,862.10 
20,723.10 

4,900.43 

143,874.07 

151,625.27 

t)n.t)o 

1,339.18 

16.758.93 
290.125.43 

1748.30 

16,671.79 

12,379.34 

11,950  11 

10,472.00 
145,705.07 

17,734.98 

17,025.69 
149,833.33 

15,890.57 

453-3'3-9o 
157.714.90 

295.599.00 

L857.00 

16,071.79 

21,041.10 

12,349.35 

156,237.67 

18,342.48 

167,459.02 

17,289.75 

453-3I3-90 

Assets  and  Liabilities  of  Nott  MFund  for  the  years  1859 — 1872. 


Cash,  

Bonds  and  Mortgages,   

Certificates  of  trust  of  Residue, 

Preferred  Certificates,  

Bills  Receivable,  

Real  Estate,  

Hunter  s  Point  Trust  

Bank  Stock,  

United  States  Bonds,  

Union  College,   

Personal  accounts,  


Bills  Payable,  

Overdraft  at  Bank, 


Net  Capital, 


78,358  62 


1859 


9.02 
104,408.00 


104,417.02 


1,817.28 
102,600.34 


104,417.62 


3(55.26 
106,280.00 


106,645  26 


334.96 
^8,231. 40 
7,000.00 


153.61 


1,228.99 
109,650.40 
7,001  >,  00 


300.42 


11,175.53 
98,73(;.40 
7,000.00 
84,000.00 


850.00 
425.58 


202,187.51 


683.80 
201,503.71 


202,187. 5 1 


1865 


9,117 

97,ooe 

7,00Cl 

79,(J0O. 
10,500. 

850. 

558.1 


628.83 
764.28 
,00(1.00 
,000.00 
250.00 
1850.00 
1827.98 


1806 


l<,000.00 


204,030.B,921.09 


204,030  1921.09 


904,38 
49,139.35 
7,000.00 
112,000.00 
17,250.00 
8,598.21 
930.55 


8,999.03 


204,821.52 


1867 


0,770.13 
38,437.95 
7,000,00 
110,000.00 
23,850.00 
48.21 
1,054.38 


1868 


8,999.03 


204,821.5: 


204,821.52 


[96,159.70 


196,159.70 


2,777.39 
37,037.95 
7,000.00 
110,000.00 
23,850.00 
224,548.21 
1,295.02 


5,500.00 
8,751.29 


420,760.46 


1,000.43 
145,737.95 
7,000.00 


394,815.09 
1,559.77 


^),yoo.()o 
S.  901. 29 


504,034. '-S 


564,634-53 


2,579.44 
147,487.95 
7,0(J0.00 


394,815.09 
1,898.41 


13,891.83 


507,672.7 


567,672.72 


3,816.16 
145,037.50 
7,000.00 


649,126.08 
2,179.49 


11,203.26 
33.5,50 


100,000.00 


719,297.99 


3,900.79 
35,587.50 
7,000.00 


055,415.58 
8,014  99 
500.00 

7,204.45 
335.60 


817,958.81 


420,760.46  564,634.53 


567,672.72 


100,000.00 


717,958.81 


817,958-81 


Net  capital  1858,  

Net  gain  1859—1872,  

Increase  of  Stock  account  by  divisions,  &c. 


78,358.62 
290,123.43 
349,470.76 


Net  capital  May  31,  1872, 


717,958.81 


HUNTER'S  POINT  TRUST. 


HUNTER'S  POINT 


Assets  and  Liabilities, 

ASSETS. 

Bonds  and  Mortgages,     _       -        -       .  $86,929  00 

Personal  Property,       _       _       _       _  .       7,655  00 

Real  Estate,    ------  790,000  00 

Bills  Receivable,          _       _       -       .  -       1,000  00 

Stocks,     -------  6,385  00 

Cash,           -       -       -       -       -       -  -     1 1,837  12 

Sundry  Personal  Accounts,      .       .       -  2,198  58 


$906,004  70  ' 


Income  and  Expenditures 
INCOME. 

Rents,         -------      $7,051  25 

Interest,  3,895  58 

D.  &  M.  Ryan,    ------  30  00 

Real  Estate,    ------        I737i7  39 


$184,694  22 


TRUST. 


May  31.  1873. 

LIABILITIES. 

Bonds  Payable,    ------  $40,000  00 

Ely  &  Co.,       ------  436  50 

Nott  Trust  Fund,       _       -       _       _       _  486  50 

Trustees  of  Union  College,     -       _       _  5,842  45 


Net  Assets,  -    859,239  25 


$906,004  70 


for  Year  ending  May  3 1 ,  1873. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Law  Expenses,          _____  $1,783  40 

Taxes,    -------  7.071  44 

Division,    -------  167,750  00 

Expenses,      -       -       -       -       .       -  6,531  79 

Net  Gain,          -       -       -       -       -       -  ii557  59 


$184,694  22 


IS 


Long  Island  City,  i 
May  31st,  1873.  \ 

Jonathan  Pearson,  Treasurer,  &c. 

/^(•(jr  5/>  .-—Herewith  I  send  you  my  annual  state- 
ment, with  balance  sheet,  for  the  year  ending  May  31st, 
1873,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory. 

The  total  expenditure  for  grading,  filling  and  breaking 
stone  has  been,       _       _       _       _       _     $32,516  07 

Many  lots  have  been  graded  during  the  past  year  and 
added  to  the  saleable  property,  the  increased  price  of 
which  will  much  more  than  pay  the  expense. 

I  confidently  expect  increased  sales  during  the  coming- 
year.  The  attempt  to  repeal  the  Court  House  act  of 
last  year  having  failed,  the  Commissioners  have  adver- 
tised for  proposals,  and  will,  without  doubt,  commence 
the  building  of  the  Court  House  at  once,  which  I  hope 
will  end  this  vexatious  question. 

I  cannot  see  how  our  expenses  can  be  much  reduced 
from  last  year.  Much  work  is^  yet  to  be  done,  all  of 
which  pa)'s  a  large  profit. 


Respectfully  Vours,  &c., 

H.  S,  ANABLE. 
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NOTE. 

The  following  resume  gives,  at  a  glance,  information  which  is 
frequently  asked  for  by  Alumni  of  the  College,  and  which  all 
friends  of  the  Institution  should  have. 

WANTS. 

Among  the  immediate  needs  of  the  College^  are : 

A  fire-proof  Library  building. 

A  fire-proof  Hall  of  Science. 

A  boarding  endowment  fund. 

The  furnishing  of  the  Gymnasium. 

The  remodelling  of  recitation  rooms,  etc. 

Memorial  windows  and  furniture  for  the  Alumni  Hall. 

Books,  maps,  apparatus,  and  additions  to  the  collections. 

Endowments  for  professorships,  lectures  and  prizes. 

Scholarships  and  fellowships  bearing  the  name  of  their  found- 
ers, and  yielding  a  moderate  income,  in  addition  to  the  free 
tuition  and  room  rent,  which  the  college  provides. 

Now  that  the  work  of  improving  the  present  buildings  has  be- 
gun and  will  be  continued  as  far  as  practicable,  graduates  may  be 
interested  in  contributing  to  the  renovation  of  their  old  rooms, 
sections  or  colleges.  It  has  been  suggested  that  each  Alumni 
Association,  select  some  definite  object  upon  which  to  concen- 
trate its  efforts  and  contributions.  I.  W.  J. 

Wednesday,  July  2d,  the  procession  will  move  from  the  Col- 
lege chapel,  at  9,30  a.  m.  Commencement  exercises,  10  a.  m. 
Addresses  relative  to  the  university  organization,  by  Hon.  Ho- 
ratio Seymour,  Hon.  Amasa  J.  Parker,  and  Hon.  Henry  R.  Pier- 
son.    President's  reception,  8  to  10,  p.  m. 

Union  College,  Examinations,  Sei)tember  8  and  9  ;  the  next 
term  begins  Sej^tember  10.  Preparatory  Department,  August  27. 
The  Medical  College  and  Law  School  at  Albany,  September  2. 

It  is  desirable  that  this  announcement  should  be  widely  pub- 
lished. Eor  further  information  apply  to  E,  M.  Jenkins,  Regis- 
trar, Schenectady. 
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The  President  s  Report. 


A.  D.  1873-4. 


In  all  the  Departments  of  the  University,  during  the  past 
year,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  students. 
In  the  Medical  College  and  Law  School  at  Albany,  the 
number  in  attendance  has  largely  exceeded  that  of  pre- 
vious years,  and  the  proportion  of  College  graduates  has 
been  greater  than  usual.  In  the  Preparatory  Department 
at  Schenectady  large  classes  have  been  preparing  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Academic  Department.  In  Union  College  the 
Freshman  Class,  which  entered  last  autumn,  and  the 
Engineering  Class  of  the  present  spring  are  larger  than  any 
first-year  classes  that  have  previously  entered  the  Insti- 
tution. 

Large  classes,  within  obvious  limits,  are  desirable,  and 
active  measures  may  be  taken  to  procure  students ;  but 
more  effective  than  any  direct  efforts  to  that  end  are  the 
securing  of  varied  and  ample  endowments  and  the  provid- 
ing of  the  most  approved  means  and  appliances  of  instruc- 
tion. 

The  facilities  at  the  Dudley  Observatory  have  been 
enlarged,  during  the  past  year,  by  the  erection  of  several 
new  buildings  for  the  Meteorological  Department.  This 
Department  has  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  General 
Albert  J.  Myer,  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army,  who  has 
established  there  a  distributing  centre,  with  a  corps  of  six 
trained  assistants.  Further  details  with  reference  to  the 
several  Departments  will  be  found  in  the  statements  here- 
with submitted.    It  may  be  well  to  remark  here  that  the 
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annual  report  of  the  President,  required  by  the  Trustees,  has 
reference  more  especially  to  Union  College  ;  that  the  Uni- 
versity, of  which  Union  College  is  the  central  power,  com- 
prises a  number  of  associated  institutions,  the  corporate 
rights  of  each  of  which  are  distinct  and  separate,  and  that 
Union  College  is,  as  in  years  gone  by,  an  academical  insti- 
tution or  college,  in  the  usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term 
in  this  country,  and  by  its  co-operation  and  association  with 
other  institutions  in  the  University  system  has  undergone 
no  change  in  its  charter  or  time-honored  constitution. 

Several  members  of  the  Faculty  of  Union  College  have 
been  necessarily  absent  from  their  posts  during  portions  of 
the  past  year. 

Professor  Foster,  on  leave  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
has  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Southern  States,  bringing 
with  him,  as  is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Professor  of 
Natural  History  herewith  submitted,  "a  valuable  collection 
of  Fish,  MoUusca,  Crustacea,"  etc.  It  is  a  subject  for  con- 
gratulation that  the  condition  of  his  health  is  gradually 
improving.  The  use  he  endeavors  to  make  of  his  leisure 
for  the  benefit  of  the  College  is  characteristic  of  his  life- 
long devotion  to  its  welfare. 

Professor  Wells  has  been  occasionally  absent,  giving 
attention  to  educational  matters  of  importance  to  the  Insti- 
tution. Our  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  special  services  un- 
dertaken in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  the  College. 

Professor  Perkins,  during  the  Summer  and  a  portion  of 
the  Fall  Term,  w^as  absent  in  Europe,  visiting  institutions 
and  objects  of  scientific  interest  and  acquiring  suggestions 
for  the  improvement  of  his  Department. 

Mr.  Isaiah  B.  Price,  Tutor  in  Mathematics,  has  been 
pursuing  a  course  of  study  abroad,  with  a  view  to  render- 
ing assistance  in  the  Departments  of  Physics  and  Mathe- 
matics. He  resumes  his  duties  in  the  College  at  the  opening 
of  the  Fall  Term. 

Mr.  Edgar  M.  Jenkins,  the  Registrar  and  Assistant 
Treasurer,  has  suffered  from  attacks  of  a  painful  and  dan- 
gerous character.    We  have  now  good  reason  to  hope  for 
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his  restoration  to  health  and  to  the  important  post,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  so  acceptably. 

During  the  past  year  the  College  has  enjoyed  the  valuable 
services  of  Professor  Robert  T.  S.  Lowell,  S.  T.  D.,  who  has 
instructed  the  Sophomore  Class  in  Latin.  Lie  has  consented 
to  add  to  this  duty,  during  the  coming  year,  the  charge  of  the 
Junior  Class  in  Latin,  and  also  to  give  instruction  in 
History.  Your  attention  is  invited  to  his  Report  for  the 
current  year  herewith  submitted. 

Captain  Thomas  Ward  of  the  regular  army,  a  graduate 
of  West  Point,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Military  Science  and  Physical  Culture.  Captain  Ward,  as 
an  instructor  in  Mathematics  and  of  the  Engineering  stu- 
dents in  Fortification,  &c.,  has  rendered  valuable  services. 
He  has  introduced  physical  culture  and  military  instruction 
so  judiciously,  as  to  win  for  his  Department  the  favor  of 
all  connected  with  the  College.  The  improvement  in  the 
bearing  and  physical  condition  of  the  students  is  very 
noticeable. 

Mr.  Thomas  Featherstonhaugh,  who  in  view  of  the  an- 
ticipated absence  of  members  of  the  Faculty  was  appointed, 
at  the  last  commencement,  to  be  Tutor  and  Assistant 
Librarian  for  the  year,  has  labored  efficiently  in  the  work  of 
the  library  and  recitation  room. 

S.  T.  Benedict,  Esq.,  a  resident  graduate,  has  lectured 
acceptably  to  the  Senior  Class  on  Constitutional  and  Com- 
mon Law.  We  have  also  been  indebted,  for  lectures  de- 
livered before  the  Engineering  School,  to  J.  B.  Davis,  Esq., 
on  Engraving,  and  to  Mr.  William  J.  Keep,  C.  E,,  upon 
methods  for  securing  the  strength  of  iron  castings. 

SCHOLARSHIP. 

The  advanced  standard,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
at  their  meeting  in  June  last,  has  already  proved  of  benefit 
to  the  College.  A  gratifying  improvement  is  reported  in 
the  scholarship  as  well  as  in  the  discipline  of  the  Insti- 
tution. Professor  Lowell,  with  reference  to  his  pupils 
in  Latin,  says  "so  exemplary  has  been  their  willingness 
to  work  that  their  progess  has  been  greater  than  usual ; 
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there  is  not  a  single  pupil  who  has  not  decidedly  advanced 
in  scholarship,  Avhile  several  bid  fair,  as  scholars,  to  do 
lasting  honor  to  their  Alma  Matc7'P  Professor  Webster 
reports  that  the  c'reat  majority  of  his  pupils  "  have  not  only 
sustained  themselves,  but  have  shown  an  interest  in  the 
work  w4iich  he  has  never  seen  surpassed."  He  adds,  that 
in  his  experience  of  the  College  which,  as  pupil  and  teacher, 
extends  over  several'years,  he  has  never  seen  in  the  Insti- 
tution a  condition  of  things  so  satisfactory  in  respect  to 
moral  character,  deportment  and  industry ;  a  statement 
which  is  corroborated  by  the  still  more  extended  expe- 
rience of  Professor  Jackson.  Appropriate  to  this  article 
of  the  report  is  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  wiitten 
by  a  gentleman  whose  character  and  experience  as  a  stu- 
dent and  teacher  give  weight  to  his  statement. 

From  one  of  the  most  celebrated  foreign  Universities 
where  he  is  at  present  pursuing  special  studies,  he  writes 
as  follows  : 

I  feel  pride  in  the  work  which  is  done  at  Union  when 
"  I  compare  it  with  that  done  at  this  old  and  popular  Uni- 
"  versity.  I  think  that  your  course  in  Physics  —  as  founded 
"by  Professor  Foster  —  is  superior  to  any  thing  in  the 
"  same  line  here.  I  have  several  times  attended  lectures 
in  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  University,  and  I 
"  am  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  the  in- 
"  struction  is  less  practical  and  not  so  thorough,  as  that  at 
"  Union  in  the  same  department." 

THE  ENGINEERING  SCHOOL. 

The  Curators  of  the  Engineering  Department,  in  a  com- 
munication herewith  submitted,  propose,  that  the  Engineer- 
ing Course  shall  extend  over  four  years,  and  shall  embrace 
a  larger  amount  of  culture  than  can  be  given  in  the 
present  course  of  two  years.  The  proposition  embodies 
the  matured  opinion  of  the  Professor  of  Engineering  and  is 
unanimously  recommended  both  by  the  Faculty,  and  the 
Curators  of  the  Engineering  Department.  The  progress  of 
this  Department  is  so  satisfactory,  that  I  trust  that  this  and 
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every  other  practicable  proposal  for  its  improvement  may 
meet  with  a  ready  and  favorable  response.  With  your 
approval  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Faculty,  a  four  years' 
course  can  be  carried  into  effect  at  an  early  date. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

No  meeting  of  the  Curators  of  the  Library  has  yet  been 
held.  The  work  of  this  Department  is  of  the  very  first  im- 
portance. The  old  home  culture  is  passing  away,  in  these 
days  of  hurry  and  mammon  worship.  Students  at  College 
have  never  before  had  such  need  of  an  introduction  to  gen- 
eral literature,  as  affording  the  means  of  relaxation  and  com- 
panionship, as  well  as  of  intellectual  development.  When 
the  Library  is  established  in  the  fire-proof  central  building, 
the  Curators  will  need  funds  to  enable  them  to  procure  the 
services  of  a  person  able  to  devote  most  of  his  time,  not 
simply  to  keeping  the  books  in  safety,  but  to  the  work  of 
encouraging  topical  and  systematic  reading ;  a  man  of  ample 
and  varied  culture,  loving  not  only  books,  but  young  men. 
A  library  fund,  of  not  less  than  ^100,000,  is  required  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  Department. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  Library  as  a  Reference  Library 
shall  be  open  to  Students  from  abroad  and  to  citizens  gen- 
erally. We  can  rest  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the  ful- 
fillment of  this  long-cherished  idea.  The  influence  of  the 
Curators  and  the  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  the  College 
are  needed  to  secure  the  desired  result. 

THE  GYMNASIUM. 

We  are  indebted  to  an  Alumnus,  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Har- 
ris, of  Albany,  for  special  assistance,  pecuniary  and  other,  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  this  building.  Through  the  liberality 
also,  of  Hon.  Uri  Gilbert,  of  Troy,  it  has  been  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  a  second  floor.  Rooms  are  thus  aff'orded  for 
Base  Ball  and  Boating  Clubs,  Bathing,  etc.  A  Health  Lift, 
and  a  Rowing  Machine,  of  improved  pattern,  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  the  Gymnasium  will  be  furnished  as  rapidly  as 
funds  are  provided.    The  building  is  believed  to  contain 
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the  largest  College  Gymnasium  Hall  in  the  United  States, 
and  our  desire  is  that  it  shall  be  the  best  appointed.  The 
Gymnasium  belongs  to  a  distinct  Department  under  a  com- 
petent Professor.  No  excessive  or  injurious  exercise  will  be 
permitted.  The  apparatus  is  to  be  provided  not  for  abuse 
but  for  regular  and  discriminating  use  in  the  interests  of 
physical  culture. 

PARKS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

The  Curators,  at  their  meeting  in  June  last,  ordered  the 
reservation  of  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  College  than  was  previously  deemed  essential  to  its 
permanent  needs.  They,  also,  added  restrictions  as  to 
the  character  of  residences  to  be  built  upon  Union 
Avenue.  These  restrictions,  together  with  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  auction  sale,  authorized  at  a  time  when  real 
estate  was  bringing  higher  prices  than  at  present,  have 
delayed  the  intended  accumulation,  from  sales,  of  a  per- 
manent Park  and  Building  fund.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  policy  pursued  will  ultimately  secure  increased 
advantages  to  the  College.  Should  the  North  and  South 
College  buildings  ever  be  laid  low  by  the  hand  of  time 
or  change,  it  would  seem,  that  a  line  somewhat  further 
back  from  the  terrace  should  be  the  future  facade  building 
line. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  in  January  granted  to  Societies 
desiring  to  erect  Lodges  the  privilege  of  locating  them, 
without  charge,  upon  the  side  of  Union  avenue  nearest  to 
the  College  ;  provided,  the  location  and  style  of  building  be 
approved  by  the  Curators.  Upon  the  map  recently  pre- 
pared may  be  seen  the  change  in  the  direction  of  Union 
avenue,  made  necessary  by  the  increased  reservation; 
also  the  location  of  gardens  for  the  Faculty  and  for 
Students,  and  for  a  proposed  nursery ;  together  with 
suggested  belts  of  evergreens  in  the  campus  below  the  Col- 
lege terrace. 

Work  on  the  central  building  was  stopped  upon  the 
approach  of  winter.  The  delay  is  not  caused,  however, 
by  any  deficiency  in  the  payments  promised  by  the  sub- 
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scribers,  nor  by  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractor to  complete  his  work.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  the 
architect  that  the  dome  long  since  proposed,  should  cover  the 
building,  in  place  of  the  simple  roof  which  economy  seemed 
to  render  necessary.  The  delay  will  not  be  regretted  if  the 
result  should  be  the  fulfillment  (which  now  seems  probable) 
oftheoftenj  repeated  pictorial  prophecy,  that  a  dome  should 
crown  the  central  building.  The  building  will  be  devoted  to 
the  uses  of  a  Library  and  of  an  Art  and  Memorial  Alumni  Col- 
lection in  one  large  room,  with  alcoves  and  galleries,  open 
from  floor  to  roof  A  fire  proof  construction  thus  becomes 
desirable.  It  will  entail  an  additional  cost  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  which  can  be  met,  without  trenching  upon  the  educa- 
tional funds,  from  resources  recently  acquired.  The  old 
Chapel  has  been  tastefully  remodelled,  and  will  answer  the 
purposes  required  for  some  time  to  come. 

^      THE  treasurer's  REPORT. 

This  Report  contains  satisfactory  evidence  of  some  pro- 
gress in  the  matter  of  New  Endowments.  The  adjustment, 
with  reference  to  permanent  relations  subsisting  between 
the  General  Funds  of  the  College,  and  its  Special  Trusts 
has  been  equitably  arranged.  The  presentation  of  the 
whole  subject  of  finance  in  a  manner  at  once  accurate  and 
intelligible,  will  always  be,  not  only  interesting  to  general 
readers,  but  especially  instructive  to  the  Alumni  and  friends 
of  the  College. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer 
and  Registrar,  the  duties  of  both  Departments  for  several 
months  have  been  performed  by  the  Treasurer.  He  has, 
fortunately,  been  able  to  secure  in  closing  the  accounts  of 
the  year  the  efficient  aid  of  his  son,  Mr.  William  Pearson, 
a  resident  graduate  of  the  College. 

THE  ALUMNI. 

The  Alumni  Associations  have  in  many  instances  met 
and  celebrated  their  annual  re-unions  with  enthusiasm. 

The  Alumni,  at  the  last  annual  Commencement,  having 
undertaken  the  endowment  of  three  professorships  in  the 
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sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  each,  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  a  hopeful  beginning  has  been  made,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  member  of  the  Faculty,  peculiarly  com- 
petent to  secure  favorable  attention  to  the  subject,  is  very 
generally  approved.  Less  -than  thirty  dollars  from  each 
Alumnus  will  make  up  the  required  endowment  of  ninety 
thousand  dollars,  there  being  more  than  three  thousand 
Alumni,  and  many  will  gladly  give  by  hundreds,  rather  than 
by  tens  of  dollars.  If  those  who  find  it  inconvenient  to 
give  will  secure  subscriptions  from  their  friends,  the  whole 
may  speedily  be  secured.  It  is  proposed  to  receive  quarterly 
or  annual  payments,  so  that  no  Alumnus  may  be  denied  the 
privilege  of  uniting  in  the  endowment. 

NEW  ENDOWMENTS. 

The  friends  of  the  Institution  manifest  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  subject  of  professorial  support.  The  need 
has  long  been  felt  of  some  suitable  means  for  aiding 
emeritus  professors,  and  of  securing  some  provision  in 
behalf  of  the  families  of  those  who  may  die  possessed  of 
little  or  no  property,  after  having  devoted  themselves  unre- 
servedly to  the  service  of  the  College. 

Among  the  endowments  received,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
something  should  be  devoted  to  a  fund  for  the  Life  In- 
surance of  Professors  whose  salaries  are  so  insufficient,  or 
whose  devotion  to  their  work  is  so  complete  as  to  prevent 
them,  during  the  years  of  their  active  service,  from  making 
provision  for  their  families. 

I  am  informed  that  to  prevent  professorships  from  becom- 
ing sinecures,  and  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  persons 
who  are  unsuited  to  their  duties  or  who  lack  skill  or  effi- 
ciency, the  system  of  the  College  purposely  fixes  the  stan- 
dard of  payment  at  a  low  average ;  it  being  intended  as  its 
means  increase,  to  give  additional  compensation  in  each  case, 
proportionate  not  only  to  the  number  of  students  in  attend- 
ance but  especially  to  the  value  to  the  Professor  and  to  the 
College,  of  the  services  rendered.  If  we  admit  that  the  his- 
tory of  ancient  Colleges  and  Universities  proves  that  their 
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endowments  may  become  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
incompetent,  rather  than  for  awarding  merit  and  aiding  the 
advancement  of  sound  learning,  and  also  accept  as  a  settled 
fact  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  our  College  just  referred 
to,  still  no  person  familiar  with  our  lack  of  income  will  be 
likely  to  imagine  that  members  of  the  Faculty  can  make 
proper  provision  for  their  families,  in  case  ot  death,  from  this 
source.  Knowing  the  ability  of  the  older  men  who  have 
labored  here  for  years  on  small  salaries,  and  also  of  the 
younger  men,  of  equal  promise  and  devotion,  I  do  most 
earnestly  ask  that  the  plan  of  Life  Insurance,  as  exactly 
satisfying  the  needs  of  the  case,  be  adopted.  It  can 
be  shown  to  be  entirelv  practicable.  A  corporation  for 
Pastoral  and  Professorial  Life  Insurance  is  already  success- 
fully at  work  under  the  direction  of  well-known  gentlemen 
of  New  York  city.  The  Insurance  is  upon  the  incumbent 
of  the  Parish  or  Professorship  and  not  merely  upon  the 
individual.  Although  the  largest  sum  for  which  they  can 
insure  is,  as  yet,  comparatively  small,  they  have  relations 
with  the  best  companies,  enabling  them  to  save  commissions 
and  to  insure  to  any  amount  at  rates  at  least  one-thir  J  lower 
than  the  rates  ordinarily  attainable.  One  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced and  efficient  College  officers  whom  I  know,  spoke 
with  the  deepest  gratitude  and  enthusiasm  on  being  in- 
formed that  this  thought  had  entered  the  mind  of  a  benevo- 
lent man  of  wealth.  He  felt  that  the  burden  which  presses 
upon  many  a  conscientious  teacher's  heart  would  be  lifted 
off,  if  from  the  example  of  such  an  endowmeht  here,  this 
same  spirit  of  practical  aid  should  spread  from  parochial  to 
professorial  spheres.  One  of  the  ablest  among  the  young 
scientific  authors  and  teachers  of  America  wrote  me  not 
long  since,  in  speaking  of  an  important  position  to  which 
he  was  called,  that  he  wished  to  devote  his  life  to  science, 
that  he  cared  little  for  the  question  of  salary  except  as  one 
of  necessity,  that  he  had  no  time  to  make  money,  but  that 
he  had  a  family  and  not  one  cent  of  income  outside  of  his 
own  earnings,  and  that  such  a  plan  of  Insurance  would 
exactly  meet  his  needs  and  enable  him  to  live  as  he  desired, 
for  science  alone.    With  an   ample  endowment  for  the 
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Insurance  of  its  Professorships,  the  practical  details  could 
be  arranged  by  the  authorities  of  the  College  from  time  to 
time.  I  am  happy  to  believe  that  we  may  hope,  among  the 
endowments  of  the  year,  for  the  provision  of  a  sum  to  be 
devoted  to  this  object. 

The  importance  of  a  liberal  endowment  and  wise  use  of 
Scholarships  and  Fellowships  to  the  success  of  American 
education  is  every  year  becoming  more  evident.  The  true 
policy  is,  on  the  one  hand,  to  avoid  creating  positions  that 
tend  to  become  mere  sinecures  for  the  self-seeking  and 
inefficient,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  avoid  repressing 
talent  in  need  of  pecuniary  aid,  by  witholding  from  the 
deserving  the  facilities  of  higher  education.  We  have 
recently  received,  as  a  memorial  endowment,  a  noble  addi- 
tion to  our  Scholarship  Funds.  Fellowships  are  also  needed 
not  only  connected  with  tutorial  or  professional  duty,  but 
such  as  will  afford  aid  without  immediate  return  of  service, 
so  that  men  of  the  requisite  ability  and  aptitude  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  traveling  and  studying  abroad,  or  may 
devote  themselves  here  to  the  undivided  pursuit  of  know- 
ledge. 

New  endowments  are  essential  to  the  highest  usefulness 
and  success  of  this  Institution.  No  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  subject  will  pronounce  its  present  appliances  and 
endowments  adequate.  A  neighboring  institution  expends 
an  income  amounting  already  to  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  each  year,  and  urgently  asks  for  more  • 
and  in  successive  supply  bills  receives  from  the  State  added 
thousands.  An  income,  for  Scholarships  alone,  of  more 
than  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  is  expended  by  an  older 
Institution,  aiding  and  thus  attracting  well-prepared  and 
able  students,  and  more  is  also  asked  for.  This  single  item 
in  the  expenditure  of  a  sister  Institution,  is  about  equal  to 
our  entire  available  income  for  educational  purposes.  That 
economy  is  practised  at  Union  College  is  evident  from  the 
fact,  that  the  annual  expenditure  for  the  support  of  its 
entire  Faculty,  etc.,  is  less  than  the  amount  often  expended 
for  the  domestic  purposes  of  a  single  family,  in  a  single 
year,  among  persons  in  affluent  circumstances,  but  not  sup- 
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posed  lo  be  possessed  of  great  wealth  nor  regarded  as  living 
extravagantly.  The  question  as  to  whether  an  Institution 
is  endowed,  is  one  to  be  answered  by  comparison ;  and  the 
endowments  of  Union  College  in  this  view  are  meager  and 
insufficient  for  the  work  which  her  sons  and  her  friends 
desire  that  she  should  accomplish 

We  are  all  encouraged  b)^  resolutions  of  confidence,  and 
even  by  anticipations  (often  far  too  flattering),  as  to  the 
prospective  value,  in  some  future  century,  of  portions  of  the 
College  real  estate :  suggestions  as  to  what  this  one  or  that 
one  should  do,  or  might  do  in  the  common  behalf  are  also 
not  without  value.  But  for  all  who  prize  the  prosperity  of 
the  Institution,  the  time  has  come  when  each  shoulder 
should  be  put  to  the  wheel  and  no  stone  be  left  unturned, 
and  no  effort  omitted,  that  may  promote  her  present 
progress  and  her  permanent  power  for  good. 

There  are  many  gratifying  indications  betokening  an 
awakened  interest  and  an  abiding  confidenee  in  the  Institu- 
tion. In  addition  to  the  gifts  which  are  to  be  found  re- 
corded with  the  names  of  the  donors,  in  my  last  Report, 
the  following  endowments  are  conspicuous  among  the  sub- 
jects of  gratitude  and  encouragement  suggested  by  the 
review  of  the  past  year : 

Mr.  James  Brown,  of  the  firm  of  Brown,  Brothers  &  Co., 
who  for  many  years  has  been  a  Trustee  of  Union  College, 
has  notified  the  President  of  the  College  of  an  endowment 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dolLars  ($100,000),  the  income  of 
which  he  has  advanced  and  will  continue  to  advance  until 
the  necessary  arrangements  are  made  for  the  transfer  of  the 
principal  of  his  generous  gift.  I  may  not  attempt  here  to 
speak  in  fitting  terms  of  his  life-long  devotion  to  Union 
College,  nor  of  this  crowning  act  of  beneficence. 

Miss  Catherine  L.  Wolfe,  whose  generous  interest  in 
Union  College  was  gratefully  acknowledged  in  my  previous 
Report,  has  this  year  added  a  munificent  gift  in  furtherance 
of  an  object  dear  to  the  heart  of  her  honored  father,  by 
presenting  to  tlie  College  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($50,000).  The  endowment  is  to  bear  her  father's 
name,  and  is,  therefore,  to  be  known  as  the  John  David 


Wolfe  Scholarship  Foundation.  The  Letter  of  Donation 
addressed  to  the  President  of  tlie  College  awaits  the  action 
to  be  taken  by  the  Trustees,  in  accepting,  at  their  annual 
meeting,  the  Trust  and  acknowledging  the  gift. 

The  Hon.  R.  M.  Blatchford,  Avho,  both  as  an  Alumnus 
and  a  Trustee  of  the  College,  has  manifested,  during  many 
years,  his  desire  for  its  welfare,  has  recently  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  (to  be  appropriated  to  such  uses  as  the  President 
may  direct)  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  a  memorial 
of  his  father  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Blatchford,  who  during  a 
long  and  eventful  period  was  a  devoted  Trustee  of  the 
College.  Since  his  previous  Report  the  President  has  also 
received  from  Mr.  William  H.  H.  Moore  ot  the  class  of  '44, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  from  the  Hon.  Uri 
Gilbert,  ex-Mayor  of  Troy,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
Other  gifts  have  been  received,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
Treasurer's  accounts.  The  objects  to  which  these  new 
endowments  are  devoted,  and  the  action  of  the  Trustees 
respecting  them,  will  appear  in  a  future  publication. 

The  new  endowments  now  being  secured  are  intended  to 
perpetuate  the  Christian  position  of  the  College,  and 
belong  to  the  Christain  Union  Endowment,  referred  to  in 
my  previous  Report.  The  Christian  year  recognized  in  the 
College  Calendar ;  Christian  services  (both  liturgical  and 
extemporaneous)  maintained  in  the  College  Chapel ;  Chris- 
tian teaching  provided  which  is  definite  but  undenomi- 
national ;  Christian  influence  forming  an  essential  part 
of  our  College  life ;  all  respond  to  the  motto  on  the  seal 
of  Union  University  "  in  necessariis  unitas,  in  dnbiis  liber tas 
in  omnibus  caritas." 

CONCLUSION. 

The  undersigned,  not  infrequently,  sees  improvements  in  the 
condition  of  the  Institution,  attributed  to  him,  which  are  due  to 
others  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  trace  or  correct  mis-statements 
of  a  general  character,  when  widely  circulated.  He  would  again 
place  on  record  his  sense  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  College  to 
the  Trustees,  the  Faculty  and  the  Alumni,  as  well  as  to  other 
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friends  of  the  Institution  and  of  Christian  Union.  All  have  come 
forward  "to  the  rescue  ;  "  and  for  this  the  undersigned  feels  the 
deeper  gratitude  in  view  of  his  own  comparative  inexperience. 

In  accordance  with  the  long  established  ordinance  by  which 
the  "President  has  power  to  convene  the  Professors  and  Tutors, 
to  advise  and  assist  in  the  management  of  the  College,"  the 
Faculty  have  been  called  together  to  review  the  work  of  each 
fortnight  and  to  consider  the  conduct  and  scholarship  of  the 
members  of  the  several  classes.  In  the  performance  of  our 
duties  we  have  aimed  to  avoid  any  course  of  action  which  might 
endanger  the  unanimity  that  exists  among  all  who  are  associated 
in  the  work  and  government  of  the  Institution. 

A  College,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  comes  to  have  a  character 
as  definitely  marked  as  that  of  an  individual.  Like  an  individual 
too,  it  has  to  encounter  criticism  in  proportion  to  its  importance, 
and  may  gain  much  from  the  misrepresentations  of  its  enemies 
as  well  as  from  the  strictures  of  its  friends.  But  loyalty  to 
its  traditions,  in  its  management,  is  essential  to  its  progress; 
abuses,  indeed,  must  be  corrected  where  they  exist,  and  im- 
provements be  made  when  practicable  ;  but  foundations  should 
not  be  unsettled  nor  may  characteristic  traits  be  disregarded. 
Doubt  and  dissension  are  fostered  by  admitting  alien  ideas  and 
suggesting  methods  better  suited  to  other  systems.  The  weakness 
of  a  policy  which  tends  to  destroy  harmony  and  damp  enthusiasm 
has  been  too  clearly  demonstrated  to  require  further  experiment 
or  to  admit  of  repetition. 

In  the  paternal  government,  and  in  the  Christian  position  of 
Union  College,  as  well  as  in  its  classical,  scientific  and  eclectic 
courses,  and  in  the  relations  understood  to  subsist  between  its 
Alumni  and  Trustees,  its  Faculty  and  Students,  it  is  believed 
that  principles  are  represented  second  in  importance  to  none 
elsewhere  represented  among  the  Collegiate  Institutions  of  this 
country. 

Those  who  are  coming  forward  to  add  so  generously  to  the 
endowments  and  influence  of  the  College  believe  that  its  pristine 
life  and  its  time-honored  character  are  to  endure.   For  this  we 
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fire  unitedly  laboring.  In  tlic  discourse  delivered  at  the  Semi- 
centennial Anniversary  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  the 
following  words  were  uttered  by  one  who  for  many  years  was 
Vice-President  of  the  Colleg-e,  the  late  Bishop  Alonzo  Potter; 
Words  prophetic,  let  us  hope,  both  of  the  spirit  which  will 
actuate  the  friends  of  the  Institution  and  of  the  progress  which 
Will  have  been  made  when  the  year  1895  shall  close  the  £rst 
century  of  our  collegiate  historj' : 

"  Man  has  but  a  short  time  to  live  on  this  earth,  but  he  has 
"  sentiments  and  aspirations  that  prompt  him  to  give  an  ideal 
"  extension  to  his  existence  here,  to  lengthen  out  his  narrow 
"  span.  Through  deeds,  the  memory  of  which  he  hopes  will 
"  survive ;  through  societies,  natural  or  artificial,  with  which 
"  he  allies  himself ;  through  influences  which  will  live  and 
"  operate  long  after  he  is  in  his  grave,  he  anticipates  a 
"  species  of  earthly  immortalit)'.  Nof  is  he  content  with 
"  thus  taking  bonds  of  the  future,  His  aspirations  lead 
"  him  to  connect  himself  with  the  past ;  to  live  over  the 
"  3'ears  allotted  to  preceding  generations,  Hence  the  profound 
"  interest  with  which  he  dwells  on  events  of  history  ;  hence 
"  the  pride  with  which  he  claims  kindred  with  families,  churches 
"  or  nations,  that  have  been  long  and  honorably  known  ;  and 
"  hence  the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  reviews  his  bonds  of  fellow- 
"ship  with  Alma  Mater,  and  claims  part  in  an  Institution  that  has 
"lived  through  a  lengthened  term  of  years;  that  is  destined, 
"  he  trusts,  to  live  forever.  The  past  has  sent  down  its  influ- 
"  ences  on  him ;  he  is  to  send  down  his  influences  on  the 
"future.  By  connecting  himself  with  both,  through  a  society 
"  or  body  corporate  that  never  dies,  he  seems  to  vindicate  the 
"dignity  of  his  nature.  He  indulges  the  hope,  the  fond  desire 
"  for  a  deathless  existence  which,  forming  one  of  his  noblest 
"  instincts,  points  at  the  same  time,  with  solemn  significance,  to 
"  reversions  of  weal  or  woe  that  await  him  after  death.  Stand- 
"  ing  between  the  opening  and  the  close  of  the  first  century  ol 
"  our  Collegiate    history,  he  goes  forth    breathing    from  his 
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"  inmost  heart  this  prayer  in  her  behalf.  "  Honored  Parent  ! 
"  Heretofore  you  have  been  the  abode  of  reHgious  toleration, 
"  may  you  be  so  still !  Thus  far  you  have  been  the  nursery  ot 
"  free  spirits,  of  a  comprehensive  and  large-minded  but  reverent 
"  philosophy  ;  thus  may  it  always  be.  Here  have  parental  kind- 
"  ness  and  forbearance  ever  tempered  the  exercise  of  authority, 
"and  a  wakeful  parental  vigilance  been  applied  to  the  forming 
"  of  youthful  character.  Be  it  never  otherwise  !  and  when  the 
"  century  has  rolled  away  and  your  children,  and  your  childrens' 
"  children  even  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  generation,  shall  come  back 
"  to  celebrate  your  praise  and  write  up  your  first  centennial 
"  records,  may  it  be  found,  that  this  is  then  the  home  of  brave, 
"  true  men,  and  that  a  high  scholarship  and  a  deep  sanctity  are 
"  sending  from  these  shrines  rich  blessings  upon  the  world." 

Signed 

ELIPHALET  NOTT  POTTER, 
Union  College,  June  ist,    A.  D.  1874. 

To  the  Trustees  of  Union  College  and  Governors 
of  Union  University. 
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